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TODAY
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Kicking off 4-H in 2020
As we are mid-way through September, 4-H is getting kicked
off around Wise County. I hope this newsletter serves as a
"Welcome to 4-H" and an idea of things that are available to
your family.

If you have not already done so, it is time to re-enroll your
family on 4-H Connect. The system was updated and we are
still working through some kinks with the new website so
please be patient and notify me if you have any issues. More
details inside the newsletter on enrollment.

Please let me know if you have any questions regarding the
upcoming 4-H year!

 - Chrissy Karrer, County Extension Agent - 4-H

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin,
age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.

“The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating”

Facebook: @WiseCounty4H
Remind 101: text @wise4h to 81010

Google Calendar: 
 http://tiny.cc/WiseCo4HCalendar

Get Connected

How to Start your Record Book

Virtual Learning Opportunities



4-H Enrollment started August 15th! All enrollment is done via the NEW 4HOnline 2.0. You can access
4HOnline 2.0 by going to our 4-H  website at https://v2.4honline.com/#/user/sign-in  and clicking on
the 4HOnline icon.  If you had a family profile in the old 4-H Connect System, that log in information

will be the same in the new 4HOline 2.0.  The website link will not change either.

 A youth that is 8 years old and going into the 3rd grade must wait until September 1st to enroll
for  correct fees to be charged.

To maintain the level of programming and opportunities in the Texas 4-H and Youth Development
Program, an annual participant fee is implemented for each  4-H member (excluding Clover Kids). The
participant fee is $25 if enrolled from August 15th to October 31st, November 1st the participant fee
will increase to $30. Please do not worry if you are still pending at the county level once you have

enrolled. The county office will try to keep up as best as we can by approving them at least once a
week. As long as you complete your enrollment, you are in the system and good for enrollment and

WCYF requirements.   Enrollment dues must be paid by an electronic payment.   

For instructions on how to enroll, see the links below:
 New Members: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB0_QxMkRnk&t=4s

Return Members: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YHCmVrEpps&t=3s
https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/4honline/

All volunteers who enroll will be charged $10.00.  This covers your screening for the year.  All
volunteers will have to re-enroll each year.  Club Managers must enroll ASAP! 

If you have further questions, please contact the County Extension Office at: 940-627-3341

 Texas 4-H membership eligibility will be based on SCHOOL GRADE and not
age. The eligibility rules and guidelines are: 

Youth may participate in 4-H year from September 1st of grade three through
August 31st following completion of grade twelve, with these age restrictions:

 Minimum age -8 (as of August 31, 2020 and in the 3rd grade) 
Maximum age -18 (as of August 31, 2020) 

4-H Member Categories
 Juniors: Grades 3, 4, and 5 

Intermediates: Grades 6, 7, and 8
Seniors: Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12

4-H ENROLLMENT

4-H Age /Grade Requirements

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XB0_QxMkRnk&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YHCmVrEpps&t=3s
https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/4honline/


It's here, IT IS HERE! It is time to kick off the upcoming 4-H year and wrap up the 2019-2020
year. We invite ALL families that are interested in 4-H. There will be 4-H clubs and project
groups set up to meet and answer questions. Youth will get to participate in a few 4-H
activities like community service, leadership, and recreation. All are welcome at this event, it is
the perfect time to ask questions, fellowship and experience the spirit of 4-H here in Wise
County.

KICK-OFF EVENT



If you want to be a star in the kitchen, try the food & nutrition project! You’ll
learn kitchen and cooking safety, how to prepare nutritious meals and
snacks, and meal ideas to reduce your risk of disease. Learning experiences
focus on nutrition, food purchasing, food preparation, food safety, and
related careers. Here in District 3, the food and nutrition project kicks off with
a start at the beginning of the 4-H year. 

In leu of an in person workshop, we will have lunch time trainings on Oct. 1,
Oct. 5 and Oct. 7th. We will stream these on Facebook as well as record and
share the links. Look for more information via email.

Food Show
At the Food Show, youth choose a
recipe from the contest categories
and then prepare and present it to
a panel of judges. During your
interview with the judges, you will
show how you prepared it, the
nutrients and ingredients,
personal dietary needs, healthy
substitutions, and a cost analysis.
This years theme is "Grocery
Games".

Food Challenge
At the Food Challenge, teams of
3-4 students receive a list of 
ingredients and have 40 minutes
to create a dish. The teams then
present  their dish to judges are
scored on preparation, serving
size, food safety concerns,
nutritional value and cost. 

FCH Quiz Bowl
A “Quiz Bowl” is a quiz game that
tests teams of 4 on their knowledge of
basic nutrition, consumer
information, food and kitchen safety,
food preparation skills and storage,
and health. Up against the clock, the
4-Hers buzz in to answer  a question
and earn points for correct answers.
Teams advance in a tournament-
system bracket to  win the
competition.

Ag Product Identification
During the Ag Product ID Contest,
youth will see 20 Texas agricultural
products exhibited at different
stations. Contestants must identify
the commodity and answer a
qeneral based on general industry
knowledge about the product or
specific to the individual product
on display. Contestants are given
30-60 seconds to answer the
questions. 

FOOD PROJECT

"Cooking with kids is not just about ingredients,
recipes, and cooking. It's about harnessing
imagination, empowerment, and creativity." 

- Guy Fieri



Livestock Judging         Wednesday, November 4th          Vernon  

Food Show                     Saturday, November 7th               Vernon  

Food Challenge             Wednesday, November 18th        Jacksboro

Horse Quiz Bowl             Monday, December 7th                Vernon

Livestock Quiz Bowl        Monday, December 7th                Vernon

FCH Quiz Bowl                Monday, December 7th                Vernon

Ag Product ID                 Wednesday, December 16th         Goree

Livestock Skill-a-thon    Wednesday, December 16th         Goree

County Council Meeting - October 5th

Wise County Fairgrounds at 6:00pm

Register by 10/19    

Register by 10/22  

Register by 10/30

Register by 11/16

Register by 11/16

Register by 11/16

Register by 11/30          

Register by 11/30

UPCOMING EVENTS

FALL DISTRICT EVENTS

Community Service "Pumpkin Painting Party"

In the spirit of community service we will spend the County
Council meeting painting pumpkins to gift to the local nursing
homes to lift their spirits during the Fall. We would like to invite all
of the Club Presidents, Council Delegates and Clover Kids to help
us decorate the pumpkins. 

We will have a short County Council meeting
starting at 6pm to talk about the 4-H Explosion
and other pressing matters.



Each year, 4-H members from around the US celebrate National 4-H Week, October 4-10th. This is a
time to promote 4-H, do a community service like baking cookies to give to the admins at your school
or your local police/fire station, and tell others about 4-H.
In Wise County, we are unique in that we host a Fashion Show for our 4-H members (clover kids too)
at the NRS Store in Decatur. Tuesday, October 6th and Wednesday, October 7th from 2pm to 6pm we
have fittings to help participants choose their outfits. Our staff, Clothing & Textiles Club members and
the NRS staff will be on hand to help 4-H families with selecting, trying on and packaging the outfits
choosen. On Thursday, 4-H members come get dressed in the outfits they have chosen to show off
current NRS Fashions and have a great time promoting 4-H. This is a really fun event and perfect for
those that might be a little shy as they don't have to talk at all during the fashion show. Call 940-627-
3341 to schedule your fitting time.

NATIONAL 4-H WEEK 



Each year we encourage youth to complete a Record Book. Like the name states, this is a record of all
events and activities that a 4-H member participated in, their role and the impact it had. To keep a
record throughout the year, we recommend using a calendar, a spiral, photos or what ever means is
easiest for  your family to keep notes throughout the year. 

Step 1 - Set 3 to 5 goals for your MAIN 4-H Project area
EXAMPLES
- What would you like to learn?
- Is there a skill you would like to master?
- What contest do you hope to participate in?
- What leadership role would you like to serve in?

https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/recordbooks/  Training links & forms can be found here!

RECORD BOOK - GOALS

All designs are due to
the Extension office by

October 15th.

Help us Design the Next 
Wise County 4-H T-Shirt

What 4-H spirit wear
would you like to see?

https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/recordbooks/
https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/recordbooks/
https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/recordbooks/


Spring Major show entries will be due in November. Starting on November 1 - 10th, I will book appointment
times with families needing to enter the Major shows (Ft. Worth, San Angelo, San Antonio, Houston and Austin).
Please make sure your animals are validated and Quality Counts is completed for your youth!
For other projects, folks are starting to purchase steers, heifers, lambs, goats and swine.
https://www.facebook.com/texasyouthlivestock/ is a great resource with videos ranging from selection to care
to classification changes. 
As always, feel free to email Chrissy Karrer, CEA 4-H and Youth Development at cmkarrer@ag.tamu.edu or call
940-627-3341 for more information. 

4-H LIVESTOCK INFORMATION
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https://www.facebook.com/texasyouthlivestock/


 State Heifer
 o   County Fairgrounds - 10/27    4-6p
 o   Heifer papers need to be uploaded by the Extension Office by 10/26

 State Market Lambs  and Market Goats 
 o  County Fairgrounds -  10/20  4-6p
        
State Swine Validation 
 o Decatur High School Ag Barn - 11/20 1pm to 4pm
 o Breeding Gilt paperwork needs to be uploaded by 11/15

 Fall livestock show entries
are in full swing and so
is Quality Counts! 

Thankfully, there are no big
changes for the course and
exam this year. As a
reminder, exhibitors must
be verified once per grade
level division (Junior – 3-5
grade; Intermediate – 6-8
grade; Senior 9-12 grade),
not each year. Exhibitors
must have a verified
number for major livestock
show entries.

Quality Counts 

LIVESTOCK

Validation



With the unprecedented Spring we were dealt, it gave 4-H staff around the state the opportunity to
offer virtual trainings, classes and contests to youth from all over the nation. I will share resources as
they are given. Know that the opportunities in front of us this year are limitless. Engage in new
projects, try something new, meet new people. We are so excited to watch each and every 4-H
member grow throughout the year!

VIRTUAL RESOURCES

Email Chrissy for replay
links if you miss a topic

Email Chrissy for replay
links if you miss a topic



There are several opportunities coming up for both youth and adults as we kick off this fall

4-H Program Development Committee (Youth and Adult)
Would you like to help steer the 4-H programming efforts in the future? Are you an out of the box
thinker or want to help us engage youth and treach them the important life skills 4-H has to offer? This
committee will help develop programs within Wise County 4-H and in the schools.
1 year commitment - 4 meetings total (2 virtual, 2 in person) October, January, April, August

4-H Family and Community Health Task Force (Youth and Adult)
This committee will focus on programs under the 4-H FCH umbrella, however not limited to contests.
Input from the committee will help us develop workshops and trainings to teach life skills.
1 year commitment - 3 meetings total (1 in person, 2 virtual) October, January, May

4-H Livestock and Natural Resources Task Force (Youth and Adult)
This committee will focus on programs under the 4-H Ag/NR umbrella, however not limited to stock
shows and raising livestock. Input from the committee will help us develop workshops and trainings
focused on livestock, natural resources, and shooting sports.
1 year commitment - 3 meetings total (1 in person, 2 virtual) September, January, May

4-H Budget Committee (Adult and County Council Treasurer)
This committee will help develop the annual budget for the Wise County 4-H program, help identify
donors and fundraising opportunities.
1 year commitment - 2 meetings total (2 in person) October, May

**Type of meeting subject to change due to restrictions or how committee sees fit. 

4-H in 2020 looks a little different. Our goal is to do club meetings, trainings
and contests in person. To do this, we as a whole will need to follow COVID-19

guidelines set by Texas A&M AgriLife, Texas 4-H, Wise County Judge and
Emergency Management Coordinator. 

Group meetings of 10 or FEWER people can be conducted as long as they
meeting our current COVID guidelines. For all indoor and outdoor events, mask

will need to be worn by everyone over the age of ten UNLESS you can social
distance 6 ft apart. 

All other programs must get approval from the appropriate County Extension
Agent. If approved, certain paperwork must be completed 2 weeks in

advance.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNTIES





The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is a  unique education agency  with a statewide network of
professional educators, trained volunteers,  and county offices. It reaches into every Texas county to
address local  priority needs. Some of our major efforts are in mitigating drought  impacts; conserving
water use in homes, landscapes, and production  agriculture; improving emergency management;
enhancing food security; and protecting human health through education about diet, exercise, and 
disease prevention and management.

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION INFO

HTTPS://WISE.AGRILIFE.ORG/

WISE COUNTY STAFF
Chrissy Karrer, County Extension Agent - 4-H and Youth Development
Tanya Davis, County Extension Agent - Family and Community Health
Marty Morgan, County Extension Agent - Agriculture/Natural Resources
Dianne Meadows, Program Assistant
Jacqueline Gonzales, Better Living for Texas Educator
Laurie Wasburn, Administrative Assistant
Karen Brown, Administrative Assistant

FIND US AT
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service is a block south of Sweetie Pies.
Address: 206 South State Street, Decatur, TX 76234
Phone Number: 940-627-3341

Texas 4-H Age Categories:
Junior - 3rd through 5th grade  *  Intermediate - 6th through 8th grade  * Senior- 9th through 12th grade


