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The U.S. Dairy Education & Training Consortium (USDETC) is a specialized organization, founded in 2008,   
dedicated to advancing practical, hands-on education in large herd dairy management. Here's a breakdown of its 
objectives and structure: 
 

Objective: The primary goal of the USDETC is to provide leadership, support, and resources for the devel-
opment and facilitation of practical education and training in large herd dairy operations. This education 
is aimed at advanced college students specializing in animal science, dairy science, and agribusiness. The 
ultimate aim is to prepare these students for careers in the dairy industry or for further advanced degree 
programs. 

 

Program Development: Programs offered by the USDETC are developed in collaboration with allied indus-
tries, academia, and government entities. This ensures that the curriculum is comprehensive, relevant to 
industry needs, and integrates the latest technology and information available in the field. 

 

Capstone Learning Experiences: The USDETC provides capstone-learning experiences, focusing on practi-
cal, hands-on teaching methods. This includes on-farm practicums, field trips, laboratory sessions, and 
interactive experiences with allied industries. By uniting top-tier students with esteemed faculty in con-
ducive geographical locations, the consortium facilitates effective knowledge transfer and skill develop-
ment. Since programs inception, 776 students have completed the program. More importantly, a recent 
survey of our graduates found 81% have entered some facet of agriculture while 52% are working on a 
dairy or in a dairy related industry.  

 

Faculty and Expertise: Instructional faculty involved in the consortium are recognized national experts 
sourced from universities and agribusinesses. Their expertise ensures that students receive high-quality 
education grounded in industry best practices and cutting-edge research. 

 
 

Challenges and Funding: The USDETC acknowledges challenges stemming from budget constraints that 
have led to the closure of many traditional dairy science departments. This has resulted in a reduced em-
phasis on dairy educational opportunities across universities. To address these challenges, the consortium 
emphasizes the importance of establishing a dedicated fund. This fund would ensure the sustainability 
and success of the program, enabling it to continue fulfilling its mission of educating and training the 
next generation of dairy industry professionals. 

 

Industry Partnership and Job Opportunities: The USDETC's unique partnership with industry sponsors 
not only enriches the educational experience but also opens doors to potential job opportunities for stu-
dents. This interaction ensures that graduates are well-prepared to enter various roles within the dairy 
sector, including as owners, managers, employees, and allied industry personnel. 

 

In summary, the US Dairy Education & Training Consortium plays a crucial role in filling gaps left by budget 
cuts in traditional dairy science departments. It focuses on providing practical, industry-aligned education to pre-
pare students for successful careers in the dairy industry or further academic pursuits 
 

    Website: https://usdetc.tamu.edu 
             Email: usdetc@tamu.edu 
             Mailing Address:   USDETC 
                      2471 TAMU 
                   College Station, TX 77843-2471 
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Name: Jamie Batey 
City/State: Coraopolis, PA 
Telephone: (724) 888-9702 
E-mail: jamiehaley321@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: jmb9229@psu.edu 
School: Pennsylvania State University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2025 
Career Goals: I would like to go into the cattle reproductive industry and 
possibly achieve a masters degree in reproductive physiology in order to 
embryo transfer work.  

Name: Adrian Almazan 
City/State: Shepherd, TX 
Telephone: (832) 989-8490 
E-mail: adrianalmazan02@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: adrianalmazan@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science  
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2025 
Career Goals: After completing my undergrad, I hope to go to grad school 
and focusing on reproductive research and reproductive technologies. Get-
ting to learn more about these technologies and their benefits, along with 
repaying my immigrant mother back for all she has done for me would be a 
dream come true.  

Name: Dieter Ally 
City/State: Friona, TX 
Telephone: (806) 346-4659 
E-mail: dieter.ally05@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: dieter_ally@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2028 
Career Goals: After having completed the Dairy Consortium I’m torn on 
whether I want to go and be a veterinarian or return to my own family’s 
dairy farm. I have found that my passion lies with cows specifically the 
dairy industry.  

Name: Anahi Alba 
City/State: El Paso, TX 
Telephone: (915) 319-4263 
E-mail: aalba04@nmsu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: anahialba03@gmail.com 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: Since I was a kid I knew I wanted to work with animals, and 
once I found about veterinary medicine I decided that was what I wanted to 
do with my life. After I graduate from NMSU a plan to go to veterinary 
school to become a large animal veterinarian. 



Name: Keyla Buhaescu 
City/State: Sandpoint, ID 
Telephone: (208) 920-9454 
E-mail: kbuhaescu@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail:  
School: University of Idaho 
Major: Pre-vet: Dairy Option 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2026 
Career Goals: After graduating, I ultimately want to go into dairy manage-
ment. I’m passionate about learning what goes on behind the industry and 
to get an insight on how much work goes into providing Americans with 
sustainable nutrients along with the importance behind why dairy is so im-
portant today.  

Name: Michael Blotner 
City/State: Port Neches, TX 
Telephone: (409) 548 - 2755 
E-mail: mablotner5@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: mablotner5@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science: Production & Pre-vet 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: Following graduation, I plan to attend veterinary school 
with the goal of serving rural communities. Participating in this Consortium 
broadened my perspective, revealing the many opportunities not only with-
in the dairy industry but across the entire agricultural sector. 

Name: Alexis Blom 
City/State: San Antonio, TX 
Telephone: (210) 246-3844 
E-mail: lex42grace@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2028 
Career Goals: I have a strong interest in the reproduction side of the dairy 
industry. I will be apprenticing under a breeder to pursue a career in artifi-
cial insemination.  

Name: Nicolette Blair 
City/State: Las Cruces, NM 
Telephone: (915) 276-6409 
E-mail: Niclet123@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: nicoetb@nmsu.edu 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Summer 2026 
Career Goals: After having one of the best experiences through the Dairy 
Consortium, I’m now reconsidering vet school and feel inspired to pursue a 
career in dairy production to focus on herd health, efficiency, and sustaina-
bility using my animal science background. 
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Name: Rebekah de Leon 
City/State: El Paso, TX 
Telephone: (806) 392-6881 
E-mail: rbkhdeleon@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: rbkdele@nmsu.edu 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: Animal Science-Science; Agricultural Business– Marketing 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: I am interested in being apart of production agriculture so I 
can support the animals that sustain our society. My introduction into the 
dairy industry has solidified my passion for production animals. I aspire to 
attend veterinary school to continue my education, broaden my horizons, 
and ultimately serve the agriculture community.  

Name: Jiles Coble 
City/State: Waynesboro, GA 
Telephone: (706) 871-6524 
E-mail: Farmerjt6524@gmail.com 
School: Suny Cobleskill 
Major: Dairy Production and Management 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2025 
Career Goals: My career goal is to return to my family’s 3,500 cow dairy 
farm in Waynesboro, Georgia. I want to return to continue dairying and be 
the third Generation dairy farmer on the home farm. With that, I would like 
to expand the herd allowing for room to buy into the business. I have grown 
up in dairy and dairying is everything I know how to do and I enjoy it.  

Name: Christopher Childress 
City/State: Amarillo, TX 
Telephone: (903) 203-8994 
E-mail: childressdvm@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail:   
School: Texas Tech University 
Major: Veterinary Science M.S. 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2025 
Career Goals: I am interested in doing dairy consulting, specifically in 
veterinary medicine and animal welfare aspects as I want to be on farms 
daily. I graduated A&M with Animal Science B.S and Texas Tech with 
Veterinary Science M.S. I love the dairy industry and aspire a career where 
I can help producers reach their goals! 

Name: Silas Cagle 
City/State: Waxahachie, TX  
Telephone: (214) 991-2051  
E-mail: silascagle378@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: silas.cagle@okstate.edu  
School: Oklahoma State University 
Major: Animal Science (Pre-Veterinary) 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2025 
Career Goals: My plan in the future is to work in dairy management with a 
focus on data collection and improvement of systems within the operation. I 
will be working and training at a dairy in central Texas after consortium.  



Name: Arelly Gil 
City/State: Roma, TX 
Telephone: (956) 445-4766 
E-mail: arellygil03@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: A1218033845@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science Production 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2025 
Career Goals: I hope to begin a career in cattle reproduction, working with 
both dairy and beef operations. I aim to support producers who face lan-
guage barriers, serving as a bridge, helping them improve herd outcomes. 
Ultimately, my goal is to contribute as an advocate for the industry and help 
educate those unfamiliar with agriculture.  

Name: Auburn Frost 
City/State: San Marcos, TX 
Telephone: (830) 481-4770 
E-mail: auburnfrost00@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: alfrost1@buffs.wtamu.edu 
School: West Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science, Pre-Veterinary Medicine 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: After graduation I plan to attend veterinary school and pur-
sue a career in mixed animal medicine. My growing passion for the dairy 
industry drives my goal to work closely with producers to improve herd 
health and provide high quality care on dairy operations.  

Name: Estrella Farias 
City/State: Tomball, TX 
Telephone: (606) 767-7203 
E-mail: efa@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: gp05griselda@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science—Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2028 
Career Goals: I plan to pursue a graduate degree in Dairy Reproduction or 
Genetics. I also have an interest in biology, so it would be fun to explore 
bacterial physiology and contribute to reducing the number of mastitis cas-
es, ultimately improving milk quality as a whole. I would also like to edu-
cate this new generation and promote the aspects of the dairy industry. 

Name: Natalie Estefano 
City/State: Garland, TX 
Telephone: (469) 562-8160 
E-mail: natalie4154@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: natalie_estefano@yahoo.com  
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: I aspire to attend veterinary school after graduation, but am 
currently undecided on a specialty. I have gained a strong passion for dairy 
and hope to remain involved in the industry advocating for cattle welfare. 



Name: Madison Hodges 
City/State: Clovis, NM 
Telephone: (575) 309-3300 
E-mail: madisonmarie23@icloud.com 
Alt. E-mail: mmhodges2@buffs.wtamu.edu 
School: West Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Pre-Vet 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2028 
Career Goals: I'm an enthusiastic WT student excited about pursuing my 
Animal Science degree. I hope to continue on to vet school and specialize 
in large animal medicine. I have a passion for agriculture and would like to 
spend my time giving back to the industry that has done so much for me. 

Name: Elizabeth Haugen 
City/State: Princeton, TX 
Telephone: (214) 616-8882 
E-mail: elizabethrhaugen@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: ehaugen@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2027 
Career Goals: After graduating from Texas A&M, I plan on attending vet-
erinary school with an emphasis on dairy science. My interests lie in work-
ing with producers to improve their herd health plans and educating con-
sumers on the industry.  

Name: Gentry Greiner 
City/State: Cuero, TX 
Telephone: (830) 743-3599 
E-mail: gentrygreiner@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: agreiner@tamu.edu  
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Science  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: I plan to get a Masters in ruminant nutrition and later be-
come a dairy cattle nutritionist. 

Name: Lee Graft 
City/State: Americus, GA 
Telephone: (229) 942-0032 
E-mail: leegraft0410@icloud.com 
Alt. E-mail: alg324@cornell.edu 
School: Cornell University 
Major: Animal Science - Dairy Management 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2028 
Career Goals: Upon graduation from college, I plan to enter the dairy in-
dustry at my family’s dairy farm in Southwest Georgia. I look forward to 
applying the skills and ideas that the Consortium has provided me with to 
promote the long term sustainability of the farm.  



Name: Avery Hyden 
City/State: Tomball, TX 
Telephone: (832) 823-3524 
E-mail: avery.hyden@tamu.edu  
Alt. E-mail: averyhyden101@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2028 
Career Goals: I currently have an interest in reproduction and genetics, but 
I plan to continue growing my knowledge of the dairy industry throughout 
my college career. Getting involved in research, internships, and any other 
opportunities that may present themselves will allow me to determine what 
career path I want to pursue post graduation. 

Name: Levi Hutchin  
City/State: Bentleyville, PA 
Telephone: (724) 824-5170 
E-mail: levihutchin1@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail:   
School: Pennsylvania State University 
Major: Agribusiness Management with specialization in Dairy Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2025 
Career Goals: I am currently undecided on my future career path. As of 
right now, I am interested in gaining more experience working within the 
dairy industry and possibly pursuing a management position.  

Name: Makayla Hughes 
City/State: Twin Falls, ID 
Telephone:  (208) 751-2383 
E-mail: makateal24@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: hugh8656@vandals.uidaho.edu 
School: University of Idaho 
Major: Animal and Pre-Veterinary Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: My goal is to become a large or mixed animal veterinarian. 
This program expanded my knowledge of ruminant health and nutrition, 
giving me a broader understanding of animal care. I aim to apply this expe-
rience to the animals and their owners in my care. 

Name: Carley Hollander 
City/State:  Las Cruces, NM 
Telephone: (575) 343-0663 
E-mail: carleyhollander@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: carleyh@nmsu.edu 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2026 
Career Goals: Upon graduation, I aim to pursue a career in animal repro-
duction to advance livestock genetics, improve herd health, productivity, 
and sustainability. The hands-on experience I gained through the USDETC 
has prepared me to confidently pursue assisted reproductive 



Name: Carina Kautzky 
City/State: Eagan, MN  
Telephone: (651) 600-1048  
E-mail: Ckautzky@colostate.edu 
Alt. E-mail: Carina.kautzky@gmail.com 
School: Colorado State University 
Major: Animal Science/Dairy Science/ Food Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: 2024 
Career Goals: —————— 

Name: Melia Kapuras  
City/State: Chandler, AZ 
Telephone: (480) 455-2077 
E-mail: mbkapuras@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail:  
School: University of Arizona 
Major: Veterinary Science and minor in Nutritional Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: After graduating undergrad, I plan on attending vet school 
to work towards becoming a mixed animal veterinarian with an emphasis 
for food animals. My goal is to expand my horizons on the different sectors 
of agriculture and stay involved throughout my career. 

Name: Eva Kalakanis 
City/State: Austin, TX 
Telephone: (512) 779-0243 
E-mail: eekalakanis@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Biology  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2025  
Career Goals: I just graduated from Texas A&M with a major in Biology 
and minors in Genetics and Performance Studies. I plan to attend veterinary 
school next!  

Name: Leah Jordan 
City/State: Houston, TX 
Telephone: (281) 786-6762 
E-mail: leah_jordan-0.5@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: jleah538@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Science 
Expected / Graduation Date:  Spring 2027 
Career Goals: Once I graduate with an animal science degree from Texas 
A&M my goal is to go to veterinary school to be a mixed animal veterinari-
an. I have really enjoyed this program because it has strengthened my inter-
est in the agriculture industry and my decision to do production animals in 
addition to companion.  



Name: Tom Kuiper 
City/State: Hico, TX 
Telephone: (254) 485-8146 
E-mail: tomckuiper@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail:  
School: Cornell University 
Major: Animal Science and Dairy Management  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2028 
Career Goals: Upon graduation, I hope to apply the knowledge and skills 
I’ve learned from the USDETC and my other studies to a career in the dairy 
industry. 

Name: Carmen Kuiper  
City/State: Hico, TX 
Telephone: (254) 485-8138 
E-mail: carmenkuiper2005@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: ckuiper@okstate.edu 
School: Oklahoma State University 
Major: Animal Science /Agriculture Business - Production and Operations  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: Following graduation, I plan to remain actively involved in 
the dairy industry, returning to my family’s dairy operation with a particular 
focus on calf and heifer development. In addition, I am highly interested in 
dairy management, people leadership, and talent acquisition within the in-
dustry. 

Name: Clancey Krahn 
City/State: Albany, OR 
Telephone:  (541) 714-0377 
E-mail: clanceykrahn@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: ckrahn@okstate.edu  
School: Oklahoma State University 
Major: Agricultural Communications / Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: As an advocate for agriculture, my goal is to help farmers 
and consumers alike. I aim to promote dairy and agriculture by bridging the 
gap between producers and consumers. Through trusted communication, I 
will educate the public, shape food dialogue, and foster positive change in 
agriculture. 

Name: Ashtyn Knowles 
City/State: College Station, TX 
Telephone: (832) 920-9200 
E-mail: ashtynk@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: ashtyn.knowles@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: Howdy, I am Ashtyn Knowles and will graduate in Spring 
2026 from Texas A&M University with a degree in Animal Science. I plan 
to pursue veterinary school with a focus on  large-animal medicine and 
have a strong interest in ruminant animal nutrition and reproduction. 



Name: Grant Loose 
City/State: Tucson, AZ 
Telephone: (520) 240-2602 
E-mail: Grantloose5@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: grantloose@arizona.edu 
School: University of Arizona 
Major: Agribusiness - Management  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: I plan to graduate and go into law school to become a law-
yer and stay within the agricultural field supporting producers and AG com-
panies.  

Name: Kaylynn Leggett 
City/State: Richmond, TX 
Telephone: (832) 857-9997 
E-mail: kleggett2004@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: Kaylynn.leggett@go.tarleton.edu 
School: Tarleton State University 
Major: Animal Science - Pre-Vet 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: I am pursuing a career in rural large animal veterinary medi-
cine with a focus on emergency care, aiming to serve livestock producers 
and support the health and sustainability of food animal agriculture. 

Name: Rendyn Lamance 
City/State: Boyd, TX 
Telephone: (940) 210-7623 
E-mail: rendyn.lamance@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: rendyn.lamance@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Science/Pre-Law 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: I plan to attend vet school in hopes of opening a mixed ani-
mal practice to serve rural Texas. At the conclusion of vet school, I would 
like to attend law school in order to represent farmers and ranchers in a 
wide array of legal engagements and advocate for the future of production 
agriculture.  

Name: Kloe Kutac 
City/State: Schulenburg, TX 
Telephone: (979) 743-1341 
E-mail: kloekutac@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: kloekutac@icloud.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2025  
Career Goals: I’m especially interested in cattle reproduction and how it 
impacts herd productivity and sustainability. I’m passionate about working 
in a field that supports food production, animal health, and rural communi-
ties, and I’m excited to gain experience and discover where I can make the 
biggest impact.  



Name: Cole Maxson 
City/State: Verona, WI  
Telephone: (608) 333-7602 
E-mail: colegmaxson@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: cole.maxson@okstate.edu 
School: Oklahoma State University 
Major: Animal Science - General 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: Upon graduating from Oklahoma State I am looking to get a 
masters degree in bovine genomics before working for a dairy cattle genet-
ics company in the bull barns. 

Name: Emily Maners 
City/State: Santa Rosa, CA 
Telephone: (707) 236-0309 
E-mail: Emily.Maners@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: Emaners10@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Agricultural Communications & Journalism: Minor in Graphic  
Design 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: I plan to graduate from Texas A&M with a degree in agri-
cultural communications. My goal is to advocate for dairy producers as a 
graphic designer through education and awareness. 

Name: Noemi Macias 
City/State: Albuquerque, NM 
Telephone: (505) 550-8754 
E-mail: nmacias3@nmsu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: mimi.amaz61612@gmail.com 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: M.S. - Domestic Animal Biology 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2025 
Career Goals: Upon graduating with my Master of Science in Animal Sci-
ence degree, I am deciding between veterinary school to concentrate on 
mixed animal practice or pursuing a PhD in ruminant nutrition. Utilizing 
the experiences gained from the consortium has opened many options to 
consider for the future!  

Name: Naomi Lopez 
City/State: El Paso, TX 
Telephone: (915) 497-0829 
E-mail: naomilopez31529@gmail.com  
Alt. E-mail: nlope127@nmsu.edu 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: Animal Science  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: Upon completing my degree in Animal Science, I intend to 
pursue admission to veterinary school. My ultimate goal is to build a career 
in wildlife medicine, where I can contribute to conservation efforts and play 
an active role in public education and awareness surrounding wildlife and 
environmental protection. 



Name: Jackie Mudd 
City/State: Goshen,  IN 
Telephone: (260) 251-8045 
E-mail: mudd6@purdue.edu 
Alt. E-mail:  jacquelinemudd2021@gmail.com 
School: Purdue University 
Major: Animal Science - Production & Industry 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2025 
Career Goals: My goal is to own and operate a direct-to-consumer cream-
ery in northern Indiana, producing high-quality dairy products from a small 
herd of registered cattle and offering agritourism to connect consumers to 
how their food is produced. 

Name: Savanna Miller 
City/State: Coupland, TX 
Telephone: (512) 316-9874 
E-mail: sbmiller12george@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: savanna.miller@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Biomedical Sciences 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2026 
Career Goals: Upon completing my bachelor's in Biomedical Sciences, I 
intend on pursuing a DVM degree. I'm especially interested in equine or-
thopedics, emergency or mixed animal medicine! Whether I work in pro-
duction or privately, I'm excited to contribute to animal and community 
health.  

Name: Karli Miller 
City/State:  Kokomo, IN 
Telephone: (765) 434-4225 
E-mail: karli.miller02@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: karlimiller@ksu.edu 
School: Oklahoma State University 
Major: Animal Science - Pre Vet  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2025 
Career Goals: Upon graduating from Kansas State University’s Veterinary 
School in 2029, I plan to pursue a career in bovine production. Concentrat-
ing on alternative treatments to decrease withdrawal periods for milk and 
meat production. My life goal is to educate consumers and policymakers 
about the importance of animal agriculture and animal proteins.   

Name: Katelyn Meister 
City/State: Magnolia, TX 
Telephone: (346) 333-7465 
E-mail:  katelyn.meister4@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: katelynnnn413@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University  
Major:  Animal Science / Poultry Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: After completing my undergraduate studies, I plan to pursue 
graduate education to obtain a master’s degree, and potentially a Ph.D. in 
reproductive physiology. My long term goal is to work for a genetics com-
pany, with a particular focus on reproductive technologies in both beef and 
dairy cattle. 



Name: Victoria Pando 
City/State: La Mesa, NM 
Telephone: (915) 243-9839 
E-mail: pandov@nmsu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: vpando23@icloud.com 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: Animal Science - Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: When I graduate in spring of 2026 with my bachelors, a 
plan I had in mind was to get my certification as a vet tech, and then after 
getting more experience with hands on, I will either go back to school for 
my masters or apply to vet school if it’s something that calls out to me. 

Name: Andrew Osburn 
City/State: Webber Fall, OK 
Telephone: (918) 360-2131 
E-mail: andrew.osburn@okstate.edu 
Alt. E-mail: drewosburn03@gmail.com 
School: Oklahoma State University 
Major: Animal Science - Business  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: After graduation, I plan on pursuing a career in agricultural 
sales or dairy processing management. My long term goals involve return-
ing to my family’s farm in eastern Oklahoma and starting a value added on 
farm processing operation. 

Name: Giang Nguyen 
City/State: Houston, TX 
Telephone: (832) 434-3347 
E-mail: giangnguyen0315@yahoo.com 
Alt. E-mail:  giangnguyen0315@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Science  
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2025 
Career Goals: After graduating, I would love to pursue a career in veteri-
nary. I have always had a love for animals and being able to improve the 
health and welfare of sick animals is my ultimate goal in life. I am excited 
to be walking down this path!  

Name: Makayla Mullins 
City/State: Las Cruces, NM 
Telephone: (575) 640-0871 
E-mail: makaylabmullins14@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: makaylab@nmsu.edu 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: Animal Science - Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2025 
Career Goals: I’m driven to become a veterinarian, focusing on compan-
ion animals and cattle. My goal is to improve the lives of animals and sup-
port the people who care for them through compassionate, skilled, and dedi-
cated veterinary care.  



Name: Riley Rowland 
City/State: McAllen, TX  
Telephone: (956) 605-0466 
E-mail: rowlandriley568@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: riley2003@tamu.edu  
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: After graduation, I plan on continuing my experience in the 
reproduction field focusing on AI and embryo transfers in beef cattle. Later 
in life, I would like to own my own cattle operation and focus on breeding 
and selling cattle.  

Name: Mia Rodriguez 
City/State: El Paso, TX   
Telephone: (915) 255-5424 
E-mail: Miarod@nmsu.edu 
Alt. E-mail:  Miarod5150@gmail.com 
School: New Mexico State University  
Major: Master of Agriculture - Domestic Animal Biology 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring  2026 
Career Goals: Upon completion of my master’s, I plan to attend veterinary 
school and pursue a career in mixed animal medicine. I have a special inter-
est in ruminant nutrition and am happy to advocate for the dairy industry in 
any way I can.  

Name: Grace Prosser 
City/State: Dudley, MA 
Telephone: (315) 771-2532 
E-mail: Grace0ellen@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: grace0bellen@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: I plan to pursue a Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine 
(DVM). Following veterinary school, I will serve as a Veterinarian in the 
United States Army for a minimum of eight years to fulfill my active-duty 
commitment. After completing my service, I intend to transition to a civil-
ian life and establish a mixed animal veterinary practice.  

Name: McKenna Price 
City/State: Las Cruces, NM 
Telephone: (575) 520-3001 
E-mail: mackffa@nmsu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: mkennagrace2022@gmail.com 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: Animal Science / Agricultural Business & Economics  
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2026 
Career Goals: After college, I plan to pursue my masters degree studying 
canine psychology.  



Name: JonMichael Silva 
City/State: Visalia, CA 
Telephone: (559) 390-0083  
E-mail: jonmichaelsilva@mail.fresnostate.edu 
School: Fresno State University 
Major: Agricultural Business: Minor in Dairy Production Management  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: I plan to pursue a career in dairy management, focusing on 
both the business and animal care sides of production. I aim to grow my 
knowledge through college, working on family and friends dairies, and at-
tending programs such as the USDETC. By combining technology, busi-
ness strategies, and people management, I hope to improve efficiency and 
support the success of the dairy industry. 

Name: Ashley Sherk 
City/State: Dickinson, TX 
Telephone: (281) 910-2508  
E-mail: asherk@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail:  susiequesie@verizon.net 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Science  
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2026 
Career Goals: After completing my bachelors degree in Animal Science at 
Texas A&M, I plan to attend veterinary school to then practice small ani-
mal medicine. Eventually I am interested in moving to a mixed animal 
practice or specializing and getting board certified! 

Name: Iris Schilderink 
City/State: Hart, TX 
Telephone: (806) 240-3959 
E-mail: schilderink.iris@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: ischilde@ttu.edu 
School: Texas Tech University  
Major: Agribusiness 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: Upon graduation, I aim to pursue a career in agricultural 
finance, helping farm operations succeed through sound financial manage-
ment and analysis, with a long-term goal of supporting and advancing the 
industry I grew up in. 

Name: Chanelle Russell 
City/State: Whitsett, NC 
Telephone: (336) 688-0576 
E-mail: chanellerussell2004@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: crussell1@aggies.ncat.edu  
School: North Carolina A&T  
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: I have always aspired to become a mixed animal veterinari-
an. Through my time doing research with large animals, I have gained an 
immense appreciation for the understanding of veterinary medicine. My 
goals are to become a mixed animal veterinarian in my local area and open 
up my own private practice clinic. 



Name: Landry Tarpley 
City/State: Glen Rose, TX   
Telephone: (214) 213-3406   
E-mail: lkhunt737@yahoo.com 
Alt. E-mail: landry.tarpley@go.tarleton.edu 
School: Tarleton State University 
Major: Animal Science - Pre-Vet 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: I’m hoping to graduate with my animal science degree and 
pursue vet school. While I’m still exploring my specialty, I know I want to 
continue supporting agriculture, especially the dairy industry and make a 
meaningful impact in animal health. 

Name: McKenna Smith 
City/State: Douglass, TX 
Telephone: (936) 553-4545  
E-mail: mckennasmith8@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: jmsoftball8@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Biomedical Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Summer 2026 
Career Goals: My ultimate goal is to practice Veterinary Pathology. On 
my route to that profession, I hope to expand my experience in as many 
disciplines as possible while working on my Master's at Texas A&M. My 
areas of interest include dairy calves, AI techniques, public health, epidemi-
ology, metabolic diseases, and health monitoring devices.  

Name: Alex Singer 
City/State: La Luz, NM 
Telephone: (575) 495-6249 
E-mail: asinger@nmsu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: asinger094@gmail.com 
School: New Mexico State University 
Major: Animal Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2025 
Career Goals: I want to work in nutrition whether that be in the feedlot or 
on a dairy.  

Name: MacAnthony Silva 
City/State: Visalia, CA 
Telephone: (559) 796-9205 
E-mail: marcanthonymsilva@mail.fresnostate.edu 
School: Fresno State University 
Major: Agricultural Business - Dairy Production  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: Upon graduating, my goal is to manage a dairy operation 
where I can continue learning from experienced professionals and potential-
ly form partnerships to launch my own large-scale dairy in the future. 



Name: Alaina Weaver 
City/State: Roann, IN 
Telephone: (260) 571-9752 
E-mail: weaveralaina7@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: weave192@purdue.edu 
School: Purdue University 
Major: Agribusiness - Finance 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: Upon graduation from Purdue University I hope to work 
alongside agriculture producers to aid in guiding them toward success in 
their operations. Additionally, I plan to be involved with my family’s dairy 
and crop farm located in Northern Indiana where my initial passion for the 
industry began.  

Name: Claudia Velazco  
City/State: Temple, TX 
Telephone: (254) 410-2072  
E-mail: ccv122103@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: claudia_cv1221@tamu.edu 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Biomedical Sciences 
Expected / Graduation Date: Fall 2025 
Career Goals: After I graduate with an undergraduate degree in biomedical 
sciences, I hope to attend vet school in the fall. My career goal is to become 
an exotic animal veterinarian. 

Name: Megan van Adrichem 
City/State: Hereford, TX 
Telephone:(806) 344-6750 
E-mail: meganvanadrichem@gmail.com 
Alt. E-mail: meganva2003@gmail.com 
School: Texas Tech University 
Major: Interior Design 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2025 
Career Goals: I will be starting an interior design position at Sims + Archi-
tects to pursue my interest in healthcare design. Growing up in the dairy 
industry, I have a love for cows, so I also would like to explore options 
within the industry whether it be returning to the family farm or designing/
managing dairy construction projects.  

Name: Abby van Adrichem 
City/State: Hereford, TX 
Telephone: (806) 759-9293 
E-mail: abbyvan04@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: abbyvanadrichem@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Production / Agricultural Economics 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2027 
Career Goals: I grew up on a family dairy farm and have a strong passion 
for the dairy industry. Although I'm still exploring my exact career path, I'm 
especially interested in gaining experience in dairy nutrition and herd man-
agement. I'm looking for internships or positions that will help me build 
practical skills that I can use in my future. 



Name: Camille Wood 
City/State: Nampa, ID 
Telephone: (541) 969-5075  
E-mail: cwoody483@gmail.com 
School: University of Idaho 
Major: Animal & Veterinary Sciences - Dairy Science  
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: Upon graduating, I am most interested in pursuing research 
and work in the field of bovine reproduction. I plan to become artificial in-
semination certified and provide AI services within the dairy industry and 
to local farms in Northern Idaho as an AI technician. 

Name: Maggie Winarick 
City/State: Waco, TX 
Telephone: (254) 297-9532 
E-mail: maggie_moo@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: moodub@icloud.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Animal Science - Science 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2028 
Career Goals: After completing my undergraduate degree, I plan to attend 
veterinary school, focusing on mixed animal practice.  However, I will con-
tinue to use experiences like the Consortium to expand my horizons and 
keep an open mind to the various opportunities within animal medicine. 

Name: Catherine Wenske 
City/State: Moulton, TX   
Telephone: (361) 401-9626 
E-mail: catherinewenske@tamu.edu 
Alt. E-mail: catherine.t.wenske@gmail.com 
School: Texas A&M University 
Major: Biomedical Sciences 
Expected / Graduation Date: Spring 2026 
Career Goals: I aspire to be a veterinarian serving a rural community, 
where I can care for both small and large animals. I also have a strong inter-
est in exotic and wildlife species. As a veterinarian, I hope to support and 
advocate for the agricultural industry, especially the dairy field. 



- This is an incredible experience. No where 
else offers an opportunity to talk with producers 
and industry leaders. In addition, the on farm 
visits were very insightful.  

- I learned more here than in a lot of my  
university classes 

- There is no other program like this! Its so 
awesome. 

- I would recommend this program to every 
student our age interested in the dairy indus-
try. 

https://usdetc.tamu.edu 

Why contribute to the USDETC? 

- The program is wonderfully structured in the 
sense of providing exposure to the dairy  
industry. I enjoyed getting to travel to multiple 
farms and see how they operate differently. 


