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Video and Demonstration  
Why Pop Up Play  

Pop Up Play Case Studies  
Impacts of Pop Up Play  

Taking Pop Up Play Home 
Q&A  



Let’s think about where people  Play these days…  





Outline key components 
Pop Up Play 
 
Define the impacts of 
Pop Up Play 
 
Discuss how we can use 
Pop Up Play in our work  



Issue / Need 

• Increasing need versus 

scarcity of land 

• Community Issues 

– Community interaction / 

support 

– Physical Activity  

– Economic Impacts  

• Cost of install and upkeep 

• Gauge community capacity  

• Figure out what works quickly  

 



Preschoolers 3-5 years old 

Taken from Nemours Health and Human Services  



School Age 6 years old and older  

Taken from Nemours Health and Human Services  



http://rccatalyst.com/?p=28304 







TPL 



TPL 



Resources 



“The tension 
between increasing 
need and scarcity of 
land (or resources) 
had created a class 
of tactical 
interventions that 
transform parking 
spaces and 
underused road 
surface into small 
open spaces serving 
as public gathering 
and recreation 
spaces.” 

Tactical Urbanism  
Tactical Urbanism  



Social Ecological Model (SEM)  
 

 
Depicts how health behaviors of an individual (inner oval) are influenced 

by the interpersonal, organizational, community, and public policy 
contexts and environment in which that person exists.  

http://www.cdc.gov/obesity/health_equity/culturalRelevance.html 



“Opportunities are everywhere from a blank wall, to an overly wide street, to an 
undeveloped parking lot or vacant property.” 

Tactical Urbanism  



Tactical:  
1) of or relating to small- scale actions 

serving a larger purpose 
 

2) androit in planning or maneuvering 
to accomplish a purpose  

Tactical Urbanism  



Principles  -participatory  
- temporary  - low cost 
- flexible  - iterative  Tactical Urbanism  

http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/images/cdp/hula
-hoop.jpg 



Often called play streets, pop up play, open streets 

When a city street or area is closed to traffic or other uses to create an area where 
kids can play and be active.  

http://cosgreenspace.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/AlkiSummerStreets2014.jpg 



What is a Play 
Street? 

http://centerforactivedesign.org/playstreets/ 

http://usa.streetsblog.org/2014/06/05/seattle-opens-up-neighborhood-streets-for-kids-to-play/ 



History / Roots  

• Street Fairs 

• Bazars 

• Markets 

• Block Parties 

• Similar temporary events  

Tactical Urbanism  



Grassroots  

• Do “for” yourself 

• Small win 

• Using existing resources– 
working with what you have 

• Gauge impact/ usability/ 
feasibility  

• Accessible  

• Builds community  

 



Identify area intervention is needed  and community support, awareness, and 
stakeholders  
 

Common Planning Steps  

Getting Started 



www.communitycommons.org 

Location (Street, park, shelter, parking lot, farmers market)  
When/ Repetition and regular schedule ** day, time, duration 
Permits needed 
Petitions needed? 
Is liability insurance needed?  

Getting Started 

Common Planning Steps  



Who will organize (community organization, neighborhood association, schools, city agencies) 
Community input 
Outreach meetings 
Build community partners (YMCAs, Police, bike groups, nutrition, soccer associations, yoga)  
Recruit volunteers (train and background check when needed, clear roles and volunteer job 
descriptions) 

Identify Local Assets 

Common Planning Steps  



 
Secure equipment and storage 
Make sure right supervision for right activities 
Structured versus unstructured activities  
Play equipment and event equipment  (tables, chairs, water, snacks…)  
Local Police or safety agency involved  

Logistics 



Programming for Success 

Common Planning Steps  



Publicize your event  
Hold a kick off event 
Regular repetition is key** 

Common Planning Steps  

Participation  



Outcomes  



Outcomes  



Outcomes  



Outcomes  

Seattle (National Walking Summit) 



Outcomes  

Seattle (National Walking Summit) 



Taking Pop Up Play Home… 



Resources  

http://www.playworks.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2015/06/rsz_dsc_0201.jpg 

VIDEOS: 

Seattle: https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PL45X2d02wECo_SC8Al7TgEiiEOeSE-
P7A&v=SRGd97hZ9B4 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25suSE5BdC0 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFRXybexrmU 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nh0NZYtiiZ4 
 
Transportation Alternative: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hHwWs424FU 
 
http://www.streetfilms.org/a-car-free-street-grows-in-queens/ 
 
London: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vs4xWb6kNMQ  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x9Z-BmZQBPg 
 
Chicago: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwEtpu2lhBc 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SorMfag1QM8 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jI0Qkb5_1hc 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AXH0__cwrw 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCoWcWGHgvI 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrZWapfjUvg 
 
NYC: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ciEi_ksWYR0 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLJfRaPuXCs 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qsUyBF1BHTE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_hHwWs424FU 
 
SAN FRANCISCO: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjtwjJZnq6g 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAM 
INFORMATION & 
EXAMPLES:  

SEATTLE.GOV 
http://www.nycitysnaps.com 
NYC.GOV 
PALNYC.ORG 
SEATTLE.GOV 
DESIGNCOUNCIL.ORG 
GREENSPACE.SEATTLE.ORG 
SFBETTERSTREETS.ORG 
24 DASH.ORG 
PLAYWORKS.ORG (UK) 
USA.STREETBLOGS.ORG 
SFSTREETSBLOG.ORG 
WORLDSPORTCHICAGO.ORG 
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