Project: “Building educational capacity to enhance the implementation of sustainable livestock production strategies in the Southeast region”.
Summary: The livestock industry is one of the most important agricultural activities in the Southeast, with forages as the basis of operations. In recent decades, livestock systems have struggled with high off-farm input prices, low-profit margins, and challenges associated with consumer’s perception of the beef industry’s environmental impacts. Concerns about this industry's carbon footprint and greenhouse gas emissions have led to enhanced research emphasis on developing improved management practices to mitigate effects and properly quantify environmental impacts. Beef production is a complex system across climates, soil types, cattle genetics, and production systems. Therefore, developing educational resources and training opportunities for Extension agents and agricultural educators to improve their knowledge and skills on basic concepts and the practical implementation of management practices to support sustainable beef production is crucial to supporting their changing clientele. This multidisciplinary in-person training will cover topics related to forages, livestock systems, soil, environmental challenges, among others, through a collaboration among several Specialists across the region. Additionally, Extension agents will have the opportunity to network, exchange experience and learn through research-based classroom and hands on activities, besides touring SC properties while attending the event. This is a unique and great opportunity to complete professional development credits while expanding connections with Specialists, Extension agents, industry partners and producers who will be in attendance. Come join us in South Carolina from Mar 30 – April 1, 2026.

Read more about the project: https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/spdp25-040/
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