
Intro to reviews in AgriLife

Margaret J. Foster, MS, MPH, AHIP
Systematic Reviews and Research Coordinator, Medical Sciences Library 
Professor, Presidential Impact Fellow, Texas A&M University
margaretfoster@tamu.edu

Carolyn Jackson
Agriculture and Life Sciences Librarian, Medical Sciences Library
Instructional Assistant Professor
csj@tamu.edu 

Picture: CABI, https://www.cabi.org/services/knowledge-management-services/systematic-reviews/

mailto:margaretfoster@tamu.edu
mailto:csj@tamu.edu


narrative

m
et

a-
an

al
ys

is

interpretative

evidence 
synthesis
review

systematic

literature

integrative

realist

scoping

mapping

umbrella overview

critical



Narrative Reviews
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Steps of Systematic Reviews



Scoping Reviews





Meta-Analysis
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Another view
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questions 
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Intervention: PICO
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Create table  pg 6
Citation Author1 (year) Author2 (year) Author3 (year)

type of 
review

narrative scoping systematic

question/ 
objective

What has been 
the impact of 
focusing on 
writing in 
undergraduate 
courses?

What is current 
literature on 
instruction focused 
on college level 
writing skills?

Effectiveness of online 
interventions to improve 
writing skills of doctoral 
students

search unknown ERIC, Education 
Source, Academic 
Search (2005-2012)

ERIC, Education 
Source, Academic, 
conference paper, cited 
references
(2000-2016)

method/
quality

no methods no appraisal limited to English and 
peer reviewed
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Determine search terms 
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concept 3concept 2



Potential categories



Reviewing the results

Screen first 50 articles
Goals:
•
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Step 5:
Determine feasibility
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SR organizations

• Cochrane Collaboration
• Evidence for Policy and Practice 

Information and Co-ordinating 
Centre (EPPI-Centre)

• Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI)
• AHRQ: Agency for Healthcare 

Research & Quality 
Evidence-based reports (EPC)

• BEME: Best Evidence Medical 
Education

• USDA's Nutrition Evidence 
Library (NEL)
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Campbell Collaboration



3ie International Initiative 
for Impact Evaluation



Manuals and standards
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Types of software
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Covidence- overview



Covidence screening



SysRev



SysRev-screening



Next steps 
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Review consultations

Margaret J. Foster
margaretfoster@tamu.edu
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