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Three developers one plan

LEAGUE CITY: Project would turn 4,600
acres into master-planned community

By LAURA ELDER
The Daily News

Three developers unveiled
plans this week for a project
of staggering scope on nearly
4,600 acres of raw pasture west
of Interstate 45 that officials

say could change the city for-
ever,

Houston-based McAlister
Co., M. Sherman & Associates
Land Deyelopment along with
Wynne/Jackson-Eland Joint
Venture each plan to develop
three separate but contiguous

parcels,

In all, their projects will in-
clude more than 10,000 resi-
dential units and give city offi-
cials what they say they've al-
ways wanted — a commercial
center, a town center, a busi-
ness park and areas desig-
nated for light industrial and
commercial use.
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If developed, the critical
mass of League City would
shift across Interstate 45 and
possibly bring with it city hall
and other administrative of-
fices. It also means League
City would take shape much
the way of The Woodlands
and Sugar Land, suburban
areas where developers are
working to fight sprawl by cre-
ating centers where residents
can work, live and play.

“I think it is an extremely
significant project that my ad-
ministration looks at as a true
legacy,” Mayor Jerry Shults
said,

‘One-time chance’

Developers unveiled their
plans Tuesday during a
council workshop session,

Tom Brooker, a member of
the Wymne/Jackson-Eland de-
velopment team, said the pro-
ject was a one-time chance to
organize land plans for such
an immense amount of
acreage.

“As opposed to three or four
or five individually planned
subdivisions lacking master-
planned coordination,”
Brooker said in an interview
after the meeting.

Brooker also is general
manager of South Shore Har-
bour in League City, a 2,200-
acre master-planned commu-
nity along the shores of Clear
Lake.

Rare alignment
Although their projects are

separate, developers are ig-

noring property lines and
treating the contiguous tracts
as a single, master-planned
community.

The decision came after of-
ficials, whose visions for
League City growth haven’t
always aligned with those of
developers, rejected several
individual projects.

Frustrated, the developers
met, went to city officials and
said: “Tell us what you want.”

City officials did and talks
morphed into plans.

The announcement comes
at a time when some resi-
dents, increasingly clashing
with developers, say all the
urban problems they've fled,
such as traffic and dense pop-
ulations, are following them
to League City.

Trafiic plan

Developers say their plans
provide for arterial roads and
street patterns meant to ease
traffic flow.

The project would be devel-
oped along the proposed
Grand Parkway, a 172-mile
loop around the Houston
metroplex that will form a
rare east-west freeway
through the northern part of
Galveston County.

Developers also have
agreed to put aside land for a
wastewater treatment plant
that city officials say is
needed on League City's
southwest side.

PUDS, MUDS

But the development hinges
on the city’s approval of three
public utility districts and
eight municipal utility dis-
tricts, things League City has
been reluctant to approve for
past developments. The de-
velopers are expected to seek
approval of the districts
during a July 11 council
meeting.

Meanwhile, developers say
the total build-out of the pro-
jeet, which could take years,
would have a taxable value

of $2.7 billion to $3 billion.
It's likely some residents
think the pastureland is fine
the way it is, officials say. But,
they say, growth in League
City appears to be inevitable
as Houston’s population boom
spreads south along I-45.
“We get to have a say in
what the growth looks like,”
Shults said. “It's not my land,
and it’s not their land. If it’s
not what we want, we won't
give them the MUD; but the
developer can still go ahead
if he meets our ordinances.”

PASSING PARADE

HAPPY BIRTHDAY Marsha Watson, Rhonda Faye
Goodlow, Patsy Miller, John Hamilton, Dana Reegan,
Inger Filmore, Jamie Massa, Bronshae Jackson, Joe
Donovan, Edith Clay, Patrick Williams, ARah S. Hart,
Katie Guillory, Rhonda Elaine Garrett, Earline Miller and

Charles Fox.

HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAY Abigail Palmer.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY Michael and Carolyn
Chatman, celebrating six years of marriage; Steven
Stidhem and Savanna Vickrey, celebrating five years of
marriage; and Frank B. and Alicia L. Jackson, celebrating

four years of marriage.

Send birthdays or anniversary names to Passing Parade, The Daily News,
P.0. Box 628, Galveston, TX 77553, Or leave a voice mail at (409) 683-5275
or (800) 561-3611, Ext, 5275. The deadline for Saturday, Sunday and

Monday editions is 3 p.m. Friday.
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