DALLAS COUNTY 4-H
2025-2026 ANNUAL AWARDS PACKET

Dear Dallas County 4-H Members and Families,

Welcome to the 2025-2026 Dallas County 4-H Awards Journey! We are excited to share
information about this year's Awards Application process and Annual Awards Ceremony,
where we celebrate the achievements, leadership, service, and growth of our 4-H members
and volunteers.

New This Year — Awards Applications Through Qualtrics!

All Dallas County 4-H Annual Awards applications are now available through Qualtrics.
Simply scroll down to locate your age division, then click the blue Qualtrics link at the top
or scan the QR code at the top of that section. Select the award categories for which you
would like to apply and complete the application. Once submitted, your application will be
sent directly to the Dallas County 4-H Office for review. All Awards Ceremony and
applications can also be viewed on our website.

Awards are divided by age division, so please be sure to select the correct application
based on your age as of September 1% of the current 4-H program year. Carefully review all
award requirements before submitting your application.

A current photo must be uploaded with all award applications, as photos may be used
during the Awards Ceremony presentation.

Application Deadline

All completed applications must be submitted by June 28, 2026, at 11:59 PM. Applications
received after the deadline will not be accepted.

If you have questions about the application or awards process, please contact
cara.kailukaitis@ag.tamu.edu or the Dallas County 4-H AgriLife Office at 469-224-4700.
We are happy to help guide you along the way.

All award applicants are strongly encouraged to attend the Dallas County 4-H Annual
Awards Ceremony, where we will recognize the hard work and accomplishments of our
members, families, volunteers, and supporters.

Save the Date!

% Saturday, August 8, 2026
® 2:30 PM-5:30 PM


https://agrilife.org/dallas4h/dallas-county-4-h-awards-and-application/
mailto:cara.kailukaitis@ag.tamu.edu

% candyRush! &

Get ready for a sweet celebration! This year's Annual Awards Ceremony theme is Candy
Rush, inspired by the colorful fun and excitement of a Candy Land adventure. We invite
attendees to dress in bright, cheerful, candy-inspired attire as we celebrate the journey,
milestones, and achievements that make Dallas County 4-H such a special place.

Whether you've earned a project award, achieved a personal goal, served your club, or
grown as a leader, we look forward to recognizing your accomplishments and celebrating
your sweet success!

If you have any questions about the awards or application process, please don't hesitate to
reach out. We're here to support you every step of the way.

We look forward to celebrating with you soon!

Sincerely,

Dallas County 4-H Team #

Elver Pardo, 4-H Youth Development Agent Elias Espinosa, PV 4-H Youth Development Agent
6820 LBJ Fwy, Ste 3200, Dallas, TX, 75240 6820 LBJ Fwy, Ste 3200, Dallas, TX, 75240
469-224-4714; elver.pardo@ag.tamu.edu 469-224-4713; efespinosa@pvamu.edu

Cara Kailukaitis, Administrative Associate IV
Cara.kailukaitis@ag.tamu.edu
469-224-4709

Important Dates

June 28" Award applications due to extension
offices by 11:59PM. Late applications
will not be accepted.

August 8" AnnualAwards Ceremony 2:30 to 5:30pm

“Texas A&M AgrilLife Extension Service provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of
race, color, sex, religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.
The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.”


mailto:elver.pardo@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:efespinosa@pvamu.edu
mailto:Cara.kailukaitis@ag.tamu.edu

How to Apply for 4-H Awards

e Submit applications using the Qualtrics form links located at the top of each age division
below.

e Complete the correct application for your age/grade division

* One award recipient per application

¢ A current photo is required

ren PHOTO REQUIREMENT (ALL APPLICATIONS)
e Upload one current photo of the 4-H member
e Photo should clearly show the member’s face
e File should be saved with the Applicant’s Name: Lastname_Firstname.jpg . Please
submit with the Qualtrics application
e Used for Awards Ceremony presentation

Important Notes:

Il * Record Book Project Pins are awarded only to members who score 90 or above
o All participants will be awarded a quality ribbon (blue, red, white, or green) and
recognized at the Awards Ceremony.
e A completed 4-H Record Book is required for the Bronze Star, Silver Star, Gold Star,
Outstanding Community Service, Letterman, and AgTrust Farm Credit Leadership
Awards. Applications for these awards will not be considered without a submitted
record book.

Club-Nominated Awards:
* The 4-H Member Superstar Award is nominated by club leadership
e Each club may nominate ONE youth total (Junior, Intermediate, or Senior)




Dallas County 2026 Awards Overview

Youth Awards Overview

&

®

Clover Kids Application (Ages 5-7) Grades K-2":
¢ Clover Kids All Star

Junior Application (Ages 8-10) Grades 3-5™:
¢ Rookie of the Year

¢ Honor Roll
* Bronze Star (Record Book)

Intermediate Application (Ages 11-13) Grades 6™"-8'":
* Rookie of the Year

¢ Rising Star

* Bronze Star (Record Book)

e Silver Star (Record Book)

@ Senior Application (Ages 14-18) Grades 912"

S

&

* Rookie of the Year

* Bronze Star (Record Book)

e Silver Star (Record Book)

* Gold Star (Record Book)

¢ Qutstanding Community Service
¢ L etterman Award

External Awards
* Congressional Award
¢ Lone Star AgTrust Farm Credit Leadership Award

Club-Nominated Awards Application:

* The 4-H Member Superstar Award is nominated by club leadership

e Each club may nominate ONE youth total (Junior, Intermediate, or Senior)

Adult Leadership Awards Overview
Adult Leadership & Partner Awards Application
¢ Qutstanding Leader Award

¢ Rising Star Volunteer Award

¢ Mentor of the Year

¢ Heart of 4-H Award

* Partner of the Year Award



https://bit.ly/4uRUgKO
https://bit.ly/4agjw5f
https://bit.ly/4e54254
https://bit.ly/4v0KZAw
https://bit.ly/43ikpqg
https://bit.ly/43hYAam

Clover Kids Awards Application
(Ages 5-7) Grades K -2

@ Clover Kids AUl Star Award
Recognizes Clover Kids for participation and accomplishments during the program year.

e Opentomembersin grades K-2
e Application required

e Age based on September 1 of the current 4-H year


https://bit.ly/4uRUgKO

Junior Awards Application
(Ages 8-10) Grades 3-5"

@ Rookie of the Year Award
Recognizes outstanding first-year 4-H members.

e Award may be received one time
e Clover Kids are not eligible

e Application required

@ Honor Roll Award
Recognizes 4-H members in grades 3-5" (Ages 8-10).
e Award may be received one time

e Checklist may be completed during any Junior year(s)

@ Record Book Awards

Members who submit a record book and earn a score of 90 or higher will receive a 4-H
Record Book Project Pin. All participants will be awarded a quality ribbon (blue, red,
white, or green) and recognized at the Awards Ceremony.

@ Bronze Star Award (Record Book Required)

The highest award a Junior member may receive.

e Completed one full year in 4-H
e Awarded once per 4-H career
e Application and record book required

¢ Multiple recipients may be selected



https://bit.ly/4agjw5f

Intermediate Awards Application
(Ages 11-13) Grades 6'-8t"

@ Rookie of the Year Award

Recognizes outstanding first-year 4-H members.
e Award may be received one time

e Clover Kids are not eligible

e Application required

@ Rising Star Award

Recognizes outstanding members who have completed at least two years in 4-H.
¢ Award may be received one time

e Honors members who go above and beyond early in their 4-H journey

e Application required

Record Book Awards

e Members who submit a record book and earn a score of 90 or higher will receive a 4-H
Record Book Project Pin. All participants will be awarded a quality ribbon (blue, red,
white, or green) and recognized at the Awards Ceremony.

@ Bronze Star Award (Record Book Required)

e Completed one full yearin 4-H

e Awarded once per 4-H career

e Application and record book required
¢ Multiple recipients may be selected

@ Silver Star Award (Record Book Required)

Recognizes exceptional achievement among Intermediate members.
e Completed at least two years in 4-H

e Award may be received once

e Application and record book required

e Multiple recipients may be selected



https://bit.ly/4e54254

Senior Awards Application
(Ages 14-18) Grades 9-12

@ Rookie of the Year Award

Recognizes outstanding first-year 4-H members.
e Award may be received one time

e Clover Kids are not eligible

e Application required

@ Bronze Star Award (Record Book Required)
e Completed one full yearin 4-H

e Awarded once per 4-H career

e Multiple recipients may be selected

e Application and record book required

@ Silver Star Award (Record Book Required)
Recognizes outstanding achievement by Senior members.
e Completed at least two years in 4-H

e Award may be received one time

e Multiple recipients may be selected

e Application and record book required

@ Gold Star Award (Record Book Required)

The highest county-level achievement award

e Awarded once per 4-H career

e Application and record book required

e The number of recipients will be determined at the judges’ discretion
e Moreinformation: https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/awards/

@ Outstanding Community Service Award
Open to members age 14 or older.

e Award may be received one time

e Requires a typed essay (max 1,000 words)
o Essaydue with awards application


https://bit.ly/4v0KZAw
https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/awards/

@ Record Book Award

Members who submit a record book and earn a score of 90 or higher will receive a 4-H
Record Book Project Pin. All participants will be awarded a quality ribbon (blue, red,
white, or green) and recognized at the Awards Ceremony.

@ Letterman Award

Open to Senior members with one or more years in Dallas County 4-H.
¢ Requirements may be completed over Senior years

e Junior/Intermediate division activities do not count

*External Awards*
@ Lone Star AgTrust Farm Credit Leadership Award

The Lonestar Ag Credit Leadership Award recognizes 4-H members for their dedication to
“making the best better”. Award recipients are chosen for their ability to grow clubs, lead
project groups, and coordinate events in their community. Dallas County can select up to
two 4-H members to be recognized for this award, which is at the discretion of the Lone
Star Ag Credit and the Dallas County Agent(s). This Award may be received only once in
their 4-H career. 4-H members must have completed their freshman year in high school,
show exemplary qualities as a leader in 4-H and the community, and have completed at
least two years in 4-H including the current year.

@ Congressional Award

The Congressional Award is the United States Congress’s award for young Americans. The
program is non-partisan, voluntary, and non-competitive. Young people may register when
they turn 13 1/2 years old and must complete their activities by their 24th birthday.

Participants earn Bronze, Silver, and Gold Congressional Award Certificates and Bronze,
Silver, and Gold Congressional Award Medals. Each level involves setting goals in four
program areas: Voluntary Public Service, Personal Development, Physical Fitness, and
Expedition/Exploration. Earning this award is a fun and interesting way to get more involved
in something you already enjoy or something you’d like to try for the first time. You move at
your own pace — on your own or with your friends. This is not an award for past
accomplishments. Instead, you are honored for achieving your own challenging goals after
registering for the program.

www.congressionalaward.org



http://www.congressionalaward.org/

@ Club-Nominated Awards Application:
* The 4-H Member Superstar Award is nominated by club leadership
¢ Each club may nominate ONE youth total (Junior, Intermediate, or Senior)



https://bit.ly/43ikpqg

Adult Leadership Awards Application

@ Outstanding Leader Award

Recognizes 4-H volunteer leaders who demonstrate distinguished service and go
above and beyond in support of youth development.

¢ Multiple recipients may be selected
e Multiple nominations are allowed

e Opentoclub managers, project leaders, workshop leaders, and volunteers

@ Rising Star Volunteer Award

Recognizes a new 4-H volunteer (2 years or less) who has made a significant impact
early in their service.

Examples include starting a new project, initiating fundraising efforts, or stepping into
leadership roles.

& Mentor of the Year Award

Honors an individual or program that has made a positive and lasting impact through
mentorship, providing consistent guidance, encouragement, and support to youth.

& Heart of 4-H Award

Recognizes an individual, business, or organization that has shown exceptional support
to the Dallas County 4-H program.

e Selected by the Dallas County 4-H Advisory Board

e Recipient does not have a current 4-H member enrolled

@ Partner of the Year Award

Honors an organization, business, or community group whose partnership has
strengthened and expanded 4-H opportunities through stewardship, resources, or
advocacy.



https://bit.ly/43hYAam

