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Dallas County 4-H Youth Development Program

                                                                  
PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST MEMO

Date:	Saturday, March 29th, 2025
Location:
                                                  Location:	North Dallas Government Building – 6820 LBJ Fwy Dallas, TX 75240
  Rooms:		  American Sycamore and Texas Ash (2nd floor) 
	                		  Texas Persimmon (4th floor) 

Check-In:	8:00am

Orientation:	8:30am: Brief overview of rules, where to go for contest
Contest:	9:00am: Begins following orientation 

Registration. Each participating member is required to Register Here at no cost. 
Registration opens on February 10th, 2025, and closes at midnight on March 10th, 2025. 
No late registrations will be accepted.

Participation. Participation is open for current 4-H members and any Dallas County youth. However, the event will give priority to current 4-H members and organizations that are in the process of being chartered. Participants must be eligible to compete according to UIL rules. 

Please note that this event is NOT a qualifier for District IV and State Public Speaking competition. However, if participants are interested in participating in the District IV Public Speaking contest, please visit: District IV Public Speaking Contest. 

NOTE: Registration for the District IV Public Speaking contest opens March 5th and closes midnight March 19th, 2025. No late registrations will be accepted, and it is open to 4-H members only. 

We encourage participants to register as soon as possible and use the Dallas County Roundup as an opportunity to practice your speech! 

Age Divisions. Age divisions are determined by a participant’s grade as of September 1, 2024, of the current 4-H year. Age divisions for this contest are:

	Junior
	Grades 3, 4, 5

	Intermediate
	Grades 6, 7, 8

	Senior
	Grades 9, 10, 11, 12


Contest Divisions. Contestants will be assigned by rooms in each age division.

Entries. There is space for 10 participants per age group. Please register as soon as possible to secure a spot! 

Eligibility. Public Speaking presentations are ONLY an individual effort regardless of their age division.
Originality. Public Speaking presentations MUST be persuasive based on the topic selected.

Topic Subject. Subjects in public speaking presentations should intend to persuade an audience on a desiring /provoking and emerging / current issue or topics. Senior contestants are encouraged to research these emerging and/or current issues to develop a speech. 

Judges’ Gifts. Gifts of any kind MAY NOT be presented to the judges in any contest.
Awards – There are two types: 1) Quality Award. Blue, Red, and White Participation quality awards will be given based on the total score value. 2) Best of Division. A Best of Division ribbon will be awarded to one participant in each age division and category. Score ranges for each award are outlined on the attached score sheet. County Roundup is not a pre-qualifier for District IV Competition. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST RULES

· Speeches should be between 5 - 8 minutes. Point deductions will be taken for those under/over.
· The presentation should serve to persuade others regarding a particular issue or concern. It should also be appropriate for the members’ age and experience. Appropriate credit must be given for references used. 
· Public Speaking Score Sheet Version V.2023 will be used for the contest.
· Visual aids and props may not be used.
· Following the speech, there may be up to 5 minutes of question-and-answer period by the judges. Only official judges and superintendents may ask questions of the contestants.
· Contestants may be asked to provide the title of their speech and a short
statement related to what their speech is about at the time of registration.
· Speeches MUST be the original work of the participant. Contestants may NOT share/utilize the same presentations delivered by other members/siblings/family members.

Participants with Disabilities. If you need any type of accommodation to participate in this program or have questions about the physical access provided, please contact 4-H Prairie View Agent Elias Espinosa at 214-904-3065 or efespinosa@pvamu.edu at least 2 weeks prior to the program or note such needs when registering.

Resource Links. District 4-H Public Speaking Contest   I Texas 4-H Roundup

Public Speaking Resources. Rules | Project Page | Score Sheet
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