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BCYF Thank you!   

We want to thank everyone who was involved in planning and preparing 

for the Bell County Youth Fair.  This event could not happen without the  

support of our 4-H Club Managers, volunteers and parents.   

Bell County Youth Fair 

• Auction Exhibitor Main Buyer Thank You Cards are due March 23rd.   

• BCYF General Membership Meeting will be at 6:00 pm on Thursday, 

March 26th at the Cadence Bank Center 

Texas 4-H Council wants to invite you to join them in Hands Helping   
Heroes, the 2026 Texas 4-H Council Community Service Project Chal-
lenge. Firefighters, law enforcement officers, paramedics, EMTs, emer-
gency dispatchers, and all first responders are there in life’s toughest 

moments. Their work takes strength, resilience, and compassion under 
intense pressure. 

 

This year, we’re encouraging you to collect items to support first re-
sponders across Texas to say "thank you" for all they do. We are asking 

counties and clubs to collect the following: 

• Water 
• Gatorade 

• Electrolyte packets 
• Beef jerky 

• Protein or granola bars 
• Professional grade first aid kits 

• Small toys (balls, stuffed animals, or card games). 
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County Council & Ambassadors 

County Council Meeting Dates 

Dates and programs have been set for 2025-2026 Bell County Council meetings.  These meetings will take 

place at the Bell County Extension Office starting at 6:30 pm.   

Date Meeting Program Community Service Projects 

March 5 Fire Department Safe Place Donations 

May 7 Council Officer Elections Non-Perishable Food Drive 

Safe Place Donations 
What is Safe Place? 

Safe Place is a national youth outreach and prevention program for young people under the age of 18 (up to 21 
years of age in some communities) in need of immediate help and safety. As a collaborative community preven-
tion initiative, Safe Place designates businesses and organizations as Safe Place locations, making help readily 
available to youth in communities across the country. Safe Place locations include: libraries, YMCAs, fire sta-

tions, public buses, various businesses, and social service facilities.  
• Non-Perishable Food Items 

• Hygiene Supplies 
• Baby Items (diapers, wipes etc.) 

• Cleaning Supplies (Clorox Wipes, All purpose cleaner etc.) 
• Toilet Paper 
• Paper Towels 

• Clothing 

Membership Advisory Board Meeting 
When: May 12, 2026  Where: CEO   Time: 6:00 pm                       

This meeting is open to all parents and leaders! We encourage all Club Managers to attend and give their    
opinions on the Bell County 4-H program.   

4-H Club Managers & Volunteers 
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Upcoming Events 

2026-2027 Texas 4-H Council At-Large Delegate  
 

The Texas 4-H Council is a team of 4-H members elected by their peers from across the state of Texas repre-
senting the twelve AgriLife Extension districts plus an additional six At-Large Delegates, elected by any Senior 

level 4-H member across the state. The Texas 4-H Council members serve as ambassadors for the Texas 4-H 
program. Members represent the organization statewide while collaborating with Extension faculty to plan, 

coordinate, and facilitate activities and events.  
 

The 2026-2027 At-Large Delegate application information and the Council Contract (applicable to both At-
Large and District members) have been posted on the website https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/ambassadors/. 

Please make sure you review the contract and agree to it before running for one of the positions that serves on 
the Texas 4-H Council.  

 

The July Council Training is scheduled for July 27-30, 2026.  Location TBD.   
Deadline:  March 26, 2026 

District 8 Council Officer Application 
The District Council information page will be updated soon! All information will be on the district website.  

 

 To be eligible to run for a District 8 4-H Council Office, 4-H members must meet the following require-
ments:  

Must have attended a prior District 4-H SURGE (Leadership Lab).  
Must attend 2026 District 8 4-H SURGE.  

Must have completed at least the 9th grade.  
Review the D8 4-H Council Standing Rules at http://agrilife.org/d84h/district-4-h-council.  

 

Application will open on 4-H Connect on May 15, 2026.   More information coming soon! 

D8 4-H Record Book Workshop 
When: March 26th, 2026  Where: Zoom  Time: 7:00pm 

• New format 
• Lets chat about resources 

• Will be recorded 
 

RSVP: D8 4-H Record Book Workshop (2026) – Fill out form 
For more information, email Megan.Shaffer@ag.tamu.edu 

Texas 4-H Congress 
Texas 4-H Congress is a four-day mock legislative experience for 4-H members going into 9th grade – through 

those who just graduated 12th Grade (at the time of the event).  During this time, 4-H members assume the 
roles of legislators, lobbyists, and press corps to gain a first-hand understanding of how the legislative process 

works.  Bills that are written and sponsored by 4-H members focus on issues concerning Texas and Texas 
youth.  These bills are assigned to the appropriate committee, debated in committee meetings, and then on the 
floor of the House or Senate.  If a bill is successful in negotiation and the legislative debate in all three stages, it 
is delivered to the Governor of Texas 4-H Congress for his or her signature or veto.  Copies of all the bills that 

are signed into law during Texas 4-H Congress are provided to the Office of the Governor for review. 

Email Sheryl.Long@ag.tamu.edu by March 13th if you want to be added to the consideration list! 

https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/ambassadors/
https://d84-h.tamu.edu/district-4-h-council/
https://forms.office.com/r/Q32YrSsjt2
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Upcoming Events 

Bell County Round Up and 4-H Talent Showcase 
The Bell County Roundup includes 3 different contests.  Educational Presentations, Public Speaking and 4-H Talent 

Showcase (formerly Share The Fun).  You must enter the county contest in order to advance to the District 8 Contest.   
 

Entries due to Sheryl.Long@ag.tamu.edu by Friday, March 13, 2026  
Contest will take place at the Bell County Extension Office on Tuesday, March 31, 2026.  

 
Educational Presentations are where you teach the audience about a certain topic/4-H project or it can also be a “how 

to” methods demonstration.  Only open to individuals or teams of two.                                                                                    
Categories for Educational Presentations include: 

Agriculture & Natural Resources, Animal Science, Beef, Health & Wellness, Horse, Family & Consumer Educa-
tion, Open,  Promote 4-H, Safety & Injury Prevention, STEM, Sheep & Goat, Swine  

 
Public Speaking is speaking to a group without visuals and about an issue or topic. 

 
 4-H Talent Showcase (formerly Share The Fun) is similar to a talent show for those who are very talented with music 
whether that is singing, playing an instrument or dancing, poetry, or skits. The skit is a “Celebrate 4-H” skit, it usually is 

something very entertaining and fun that has to do with 4-H.   
 

Categories include: 
Choreographed Routines, Variety Show, Musical/Instrumental, Vocal, Solo/Band, 4-H Skit, Poetry/Prose 

 
Entry Forms and more information can be found on the Bell County 4-H website under Projects.                         

 
4-H members may participate in multiple events. 4-H members of all age divisions may enter a maximum of one contest 

from each of the three columns on the website http://agrilife.org/bell4h/projects/roundup-contest/ 
 

For a description of what could possibly fit under each category, go to Bell County 4-H Roundup Website: http://
agrilife.org/bell4h/projects/roundup-contest/   

District 8 Rifle/Light Rifle Contest 

If you are interested in competing in the District 8 Rifle Contest that will take place on Saturday, April 25, 

2026, at the Leon County Gun Club in Oakwood, entry deadline is April 10, 2026 on 4-H Connect.   

 

Cost is $12 per contestant per event payable through your 4-H Online profile. 

 

All details are updated on the website: https://agrilife.org/d84h/events-and-activities/rifle-contest/ 

Contact Sheryl Long if you have any questions regarding this contest.    

http://agrilife.org/bell4h/projects/roundup-contest/
http://agrilife.org/bell4h/projects/roundup-contest/
http://agrilife.org/bell4h/projects/roundup-contest/
https://agrilife.org/d84h/events-and-activities/rifle-contest/
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Upcoming Events 

2026 

March 21 Meeting at CEO @2:00pm 

April 18 Meeting at CEO @2:00pm 

May 16                Meeting at CEO @2:00pm 

July 10                 Clover Kids Recordbook to CEO 

August 6           Bell County 4-H Awards Banquet  

 

Check out the Clover Kids website for more                  

information on upcoming events: 

 

https://agrilife.org/bell4h/4-h-activities/clover-kids/ 

 

For questions, contact Dawn Brown  or   

Amanda Robbins - 512-333-2306 

bc4hcloverkids@yahoo.com  

Clover Kids 

Ag Product ID 
Ag product ID practices are resuming in January.  Practices will be held at the CEO at 6:00 pm on the following dates: 

 

March:  5   
 

Upcoming contests: 
HLSR – March 18th 

Rodeo Austin – March 23rd 
 

Please contact Michael Canales at 254-541-6293 or guajamen1@gmail.com if you are interested in joining Ag Product ID 
or if you have any questions. 

Scholarships 

Graduating Seniors 

Make sure and watch the newsletter and the Bell County 4-H Website for scholarship application deadlines.  

The website is always  being updated with new scholarships and deadlines.  Sheryl will be e-mailing                

applications to family e-mails listed on 4-H Connect for 4-H members listed in Grade 12.   

2026 Scholarships Available 

Bell County 4-H Scholarship—March 2 
Bell County Area Go Texan Scholarship—March 3rd 

Ag Trust Farm Credit Scholarship—March 13th 
Bell County Youth Fair—March 27th 

Heart O’ Texas Fair & Rodeo Scholarship—March 31 
Capital Farm Credit Scholarship—TBD 
District 8 TAE4-HA Scholarship—TBD 

Don’t hesitate to ask for help if you have any questions regarding scholarships.   

https://agrilife.org/bell4h/4-h-activities/clover-kids/
mailto:bc4hcloverkids@yahoo.com
mailto:guajamen1@gmail.com
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FCH Project News 

Consumer Decision Making 
Consumer Decision Making is a judging contest where the participant evaluates and ranks 4 products for a giv-
en consumer. This is open to Juniors, Intermediates, and Seniors for judging. Intermediates provide one set of 

verbal reasons and seniors provide two sets of verbal reasons.  
 

Practices will be at the County Extension Office at 6:00 p.m. as follows: 
March 9, 19, 24, 30 

April 4, 11 
 

District 8 Contest, Friday, April 17 in Waxahachie 
 

For more information, contact Barbara Wood at woodbtwice@gmail.com or text 254-624-6507.   

FCH Coalition Meeting 

When:  Monday, March 23, 2026   Where: Bell CEO   Time:  6:00 pm  

Finalize plans for District Fashion Show & Duds to Dazzle and begin planning for 4-H Summer Workshop series 

Photography Project Opportunities 
 

Fort Worth Trip: March 13-15, 2026 
Who: Open to all 4-H ages and skill levels! 

What: Street shoots at the Stockyards, architectural shots downtown, golden hour sessions, nature and wild-
life practice, macro work at the Botanic Garden, night photography, and portfolio building. 

Cost: Entrance fees for may apply for some locations at your own expense 
RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/4HFortWorth 

 
Spring Break in Big Bend: Mar 20-22, 2026  

Who All 4-H age kids 8-18 years old and their families 
What: Explore the “Grand Canyon of Texas” and the Terlingua Ghost Town. 

Where: Big Bend National Park 
Cost: No 4-H Costs. 

RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/BigBend4-H  
 

Cotton Gin Festival: Saturday, April 18, 2026 10 am- 4 pm 
Who All 4-H age kids 8-18 years old. Clovers welcome with parent or guardian. 

What: Have fun and get some great shots at this family-friendly event! Concentration in people and food pho-
tography. All photos will be donated to the festival/museum.  

Where: Main Street area, Burton, TX 
RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/CottonGin4-H  

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2F4HFortWorth&data=05%7C02%7CSheryl.Long%40ag.tamu.edu%7Ca906562ed69147fbe0f308de73c149a5%7C9fd7580a64724d9ca142d131d3a7a116%7C0%7C0%7C639075471183342719%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJ
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FBigBend4-H&data=05%7C02%7CSheryl.Long%40ag.tamu.edu%7Ca906562ed69147fbe0f308de73c149a5%7C9fd7580a64724d9ca142d131d3a7a116%7C0%7C0%7C639075471183369377%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJF
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FCottonGin4-H&data=05%7C02%7CSheryl.Long%40ag.tamu.edu%7Ca906562ed69147fbe0f308de73c149a5%7C9fd7580a64724d9ca142d131d3a7a116%7C0%7C0%7C639075471183388857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
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Bell County 4-H Livestock Page 

Exhibitors and their families can always find the latest Livestock Project information at: 

https://agrilife.org/bell4h/projects/4-h-livestock/ 

Livestock Project News 

Texas 4-H Dog Project  
Texas 4-H Dog Show will be held on July 7-9, 2026 at the Hill Country Youth Event Center in Kerrville, Tex-

as.  To be eligible for this show, dogs must be validated by January 10, 2026 on 4-H Online.   

 

2025 Texas 4-H Dog Show Rule Book will be posted on https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/events/dog-show/ 
 

Entry deadline is May 13, 2026.  

Save the Date for Spring District Contests  

District 8 Horse Judging Contest: April 18th, Brazos Expo Center, College Station 

District 8 Livestock Judging Contest:  May 2nd, Pearce Pavilion, College Station 

District 8 Meats Judging Contest: May 2nd, Rosenthal Meats Lab, College Station 

If you are interested in one of these contests, reach out to Meagan Cline at Meagan.Cline@ag.tamu.edu 

BEFORE March 23RD for ALL CONTESTS! 

BCYF Commercial Heifer Tag In 

• Validation will be March 28th at the Downing working pens.  8:00—11:00 am 

• Downing Working Pens, Troy, TX 

• More information to be given at tag in.   

If you have any questions, contact the Bell County Youth Fair Office. 

https://agrilife.org/bell4h/projects/4-h-livestock/
https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/events/dog-show/


Page  8 4-H Clover Clues-H Clover Clues-H Cl                    4-H Focus 

Livestock Project News 
June Livestock Validation Tag Order Information  

Bell County validations REQUIRE all 4-H and FFA members to order and pay 
for their tags prior to validation to ensure the correct number of tags are       
ordered. All orders must be handled through the Bell County Extension Office 
or placed online through the Bell Livestock Coalition Square Site.  
 

Order Deadlines:  
All cattle, State Fair, and Heart O’ Texas Fair tag orders are due by  
Wednesday, April 1st!  
 

There are two options for exhibitors to submit tag orders:  
• To order online and pay by credit card, visit: https://bell-livestock-
coalition.square.site/  
• To order in person and pay with cash or check, please go to the Extension 
Office with payment, payable to the Bell Livestock Coalition.  
Tag orders will not be accepted without payment. Orders placed after the dead-
line will be subject to late fees. 
 

SCHEDULED DATES & SPECIAL NOTES  
Steer & Heifer Validation:   Monday, June 22nd from 7:00–10:00 AM and    
4:00–6:00 PM at the Cadence Bank Center  
 

REGISTERED HEIFERS: The deadline for ownership, transfer, and registration for Registered Breeding Heifers is June 
30, 2026.  A color, PDF copy of the original registration papers should be emailed to your County Extension Agent 
(Meagan.Cline@ag.tamu.edu) or Ag Teacher by June 30, 2026. 
 

All state validated heifers will be tagged similar to steers. 
Both steers and heifers will be charged an increased validation fee of $30/head. In an effort to be in compliance with Tex-
as Animal Health Commission, 840 frequency EID tags will allow our state validated livestock to move in compliance 
with TAHC across state lines and be in compliance when issues a Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (health papers).  
1.  Heifers already validated do NOT have to be revalidated. Heifers ONLY need to be revalidated if they change breed or 

ownership.  
2.  If your heifer has a previously existing 840 premise ID tag, there will be retag form/process, in coordination with 

TAHC, to remove the tag and replace with an official Texas Validation 840 tag. More information will be forthcoming 
on the official process and form for doing so. 

 

State Fair of Texas Sheep & Goat Validation: Location and Schedule TBD 
Lambs and goats validated during the 2026 State Fair Validation Period will be eligible for 2027 Spring Major Shows. 
Once validated, the project must stay in the care of the exhibitor that project is validated to; if the exhibitor chooses to 
sell the project to a new exhibitor, the new exhibitor must revalidate the project within the next validation period. Please 
see the Validation Guidelines for more details. 
 

BREEDING SHEEP & GOATS: All Registered and Commercial Breeding Sheep and Goats must be validated to be eligible 
to show at the State Fair of Texas. Once validated, Breeding Sheep and Goat projects will be eligible for 3 years unless a 
change in ownership occurs. The deadline for ownership, transfer, and registration is June 30, 2026. A color, PDF copy of 
the original registration papers should be emailed to (Meagan.Cline@ag.tamu.edu) by June 30, 2026. If applicable, please 
carbon your ag teacher.  
 

State Fair of Texas & Heart O’ Texas Fair Swine Validation:  Location and Schedule TBD 
All Registered and Commercial Gilts must be validated for the State Fair of Texas and Heart O’ Texas Fair.  
 

REGISTERED GILTS: The date of ownership, transfer, and registration must all be on or before June 30, 2026. A color, 
PDF copy of the original registration papers should be emailed to your County Extension Agent 
(Meagan.Cline@ag.tamu.edu) or Ag Teacher by June 30, 2026. 

It is time to place validation tag orders 

for the following livestock projects:  

 

2026-2027 BCYF & Major Show 

Cattle  

• State/BCYF Market Steers  

• State/BCYF Registered Heifers  

 

2026 State Fair of Texas  

• Market Lambs & Goats 

• Registered/Commercial                                            

Breeding Sheep & Goats  

• Market Barrows  

• Registered/Crossbred Gilts 

https://bell-livestock-coalition.square.site/
https://bell-livestock-coalition.square.site/
mailto:Floyd.Ingram@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Sheryl.Long@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:Sheryl.Long@ag.tamu.edu
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Livestock Project News 
Texas 4-H Horse Validation 

Texas 4-H Horse Validation for the 2026 season will be open in our new platform, Texas Show Pass, from 
March 1 – May 1, 2026.  

*NEW IN 2026* - Texas 4-H Horse Validation has launched a new system to best fit the needs of families, Coun-
ty Extension Agents, and district and state specialists. Texas Show Pass is very user friendly, and we look for-

ward to a pleasant, refined user experience for our horse project families! We will be providing many re-
sources to all parties to aid in a smooth transition.  

 

Important Reminders: 

• ALL horses must be validated/re-validated each year. There is no limit to the number of horses that can be 
validated. You are encouraged to validate all horses that may possibly be shown at district and/or state shows. 
Only properly state validated horses can be substituted in the event that a validated horse becomes un-

usable due to lameness, sickness, etc. 

• The family can submit payment of $10.00 per horse ($20.00 after April 15th, or $250 from May 1st to May 
5th), in the form of a credit card ONLY. 

• From March 1 – April 15, the validation cost for each horse is $10.00.  

• From April 16 – May 1, the validation cost for each horse is $20.00.  

*NEW IN 2026* - Families may add and save all of their horses to their profile and then pay for all horses in 
one credit card transaction! Check out the walk-through video and validation guide at https://

texasyouthlivestock.com/horse-validation/ for more information. 

• Each validation must include front view, right side view, and left side view images. The entire horse 
should be included in the photo and markings should be clearly visible.   

• If the horse is registered, a copy of the registration papers must be uploaded. These papers must list 
the 4-Her, sibling, parent, stepparent, grandparent or legal guardian as the current owner. If the ownership is 

in the process of being transferred, please list “pending” in the registration number area. Once the updated reg-
istration papers have been received, please email me a copy of the new papers and I will add it to the validation 

in the online system.   

Lease horses are eligible to be validated and shown at District and State 4-H Horse Shows. An official Texas 4-H 
Horse Lease Agreement must be signed by the exhibitor, horse owner, and the supervising County Extension 
Agent. The lease period must include, at minimum, May 1st to August 31st of the current 4-H year. The lease 

agreement form can be found at https://texasyouthlivestock.com/horse-validation/ and must be uploaded in 
Texas Show Pass at the time of validation. 

• *NEW IN 2026* - All horses are now family validated under your created family profile in Texas Show Pass. 
Any eligible 4-H members within a family that are properly added to the family profile prior to submitting 

horses for validation will be eligible to enter horses in the district and state 4-H shows. 

Youth validating a futurity horse must be at least 12 years of age (as of Sept. 1, 2025) and at least in the 
6th grade. 

 

Validation Resources: 
For a validation guide, walk-through video, one-pagers and other resources, please visit https://

texasyouthlivestock.com/horse-validation/ 
Horse validation submissions will be reviewed at the county and state levels. Families can track the status of 

their validated horses in Texas Show Pass under the “Horses” tab. The family will be notified by June 1st if 
there are any issues with their validation(s) at the county and/or state level. 

 If the horse validation has an issue to be corrected, it will show an “Issue Reported” status next to the 
horse in the family profile with details on the issue that must be resolved before being re-submitted. 

https://texasyouthlivestock.com/horse-validation/
https://texasyouthlivestock.com/horse-validation/
https://texasyouthlivestock.com/horse-validation/
https://texasyouthlivestock.com/horse-validation/
https://texasyouthlivestock.com/horse-validation/
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Livestock Project News 

We are thrilled to announce that we will 
be hosting a FRIENDS & FAMILY show-
case for our Belles & Stars Drill Teams!  

 

We invite you to join us on Saturday, 
March 7th, at 5:30 PM to support these 
dedicated teams! The event will be brief 
yet enjoyable, and we would love to see 

you there! 
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Ambassador Opportunities 

Texas 4-H Livestock, Equine and Poultry Ambassador Programs 

2026 Short Course Offering:  

1. Texas 4-H Equine Ambassador Short Course, Texas A&M University – June 8-11, 2026 

2. Texas 4-H Livestock Ambassador Short Course, Texas A&M University-Kingsville – June 15-18, 2026 

3. Texas 4-H Poultry Ambassador Short Course, Texas A&M University – June 22-25, 2026 

4. Texas 4-H Livestock Ambassador Short Course, Texas A&M University – July 13-16, 2026 

Texas 4-H Livestock Ambassador Short Course, West Texas A&M University/Texas Tech University – July 20-
23, 2026   

 

Selection Criteria:  

• Senior level (grades 9-12 in fall 2026) 4-H youth that have exhibited a superior level of ambition regarding 
his/her livestock/equine/poultry projects  

• Students with a profound interest in animal/equine/poultry science, animal production and advocacy  

• Students have shown advanced leadership qualities and a willingness to help others  

Top 25% class rank preferred 

 

Application Process:  

1.  Applications will be released on the Texas Youth Livestock and Agriculture website 
(www.texasyouthlivestock.com) on February 15, 2026 

2. Student will complete the application and enter the contact information of supervising County Extension 
Agent  

3. CEA will be automatically emailed a recommendation survey  

4. A selection committee will review the applications and accept up to 25 participants per short course  

Applications are due April 15, 2026 

 

2026 Phase II and Phase III Offering: 

1. Texas 4-H Advocacy Academy, Austin – June 29-July 1, 2026 

2. *NEW* Texas 4-H Agribusiness Academy, College Station – June 29-July 1, 2026 

3. Texas 4-H Pacific Agricultural Experience – July 31-August 10, 2026 - *dates tentative*  

http://www.texasyouthlivestock.com
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Ambassador Opportunities 

Photography Ambassador 
The Texas 4-H Photography Ambassador Program provides opportunities to grow in the photography project 

through community service, workshops, training sessions, field trips, and leadership/citizenship activities. 
Photography Ambassadors serve in photography corps at state-level events, taking event photographs.     In 
order to become an ambassador, members must first complete the requirements to become a Junior Master 

Photographer. 
Applications to become a Photography Ambassador are open in the Spring to candidates who have completed 
the Junior Master Photographer training certification.  The two-part Junior Master Photographer trainings typ-

ically take place in September and December each year 
 

Texas 4-H Photography NEW Ambassador Applications: April 30, 2026. Open ONLY to certified JMP           
4-Hers. Link will be provided after JMP application period. 

Texas 4-H Water Ambassador 
The role of a 4-H Water Ambassador requires youth who are dedicated, mature, dependable and have a genu-
ine interest in water and natural resources. To be considered for selection, youth must: 
•  Be in high school or entering high school in the 2026-2027 academic year 
• Be 14 years of age or older by September 1, 2026 
• Be a current 4-H member, or be willing to join a local 4-H club if selected 
 
Expectations: 
4-H Water Ambassadors accept the responsibility of educating youth and adults in their communities and be-
yond. They commit to advancing their water knowledge throughout a 12-month term of service. Those select-
ed are expected to:  
• Participate in the summer Tier I 4-H2O Leadership Academy 
• Commit to a minimum of 40 hours of education and service annually 
• Complete all monthly assignments and attend all monthly Zoom seminar.  
• Notify and meet with his/her county extension agent regarding the new leadership role 
• Report activities regularly and maintain contact with the 4-H2O Program Coordinator 
• Pay the $300 program participation fee 
 
Important Dates and Deadlines: 
March 1, 2026 - Online applications open 
April 15, 2026 - Online applications close 
May 1, 2026 - Applicants notified of acceptance status 
June 1, 2026 - $300 program participation fee due 
 
New ambassadors will be assigned to one of the following Tier I 4-H2O Leadership Academies. Both 
academies will begin in San Marcos, TX and end in Waco, TX. 
 
• June 7-12 - Session 1 Tier I 4-H2O Leadership Academy 
• June 14-18 - Session 2 Tier I 4-H2O Leadership Academy 
 
Apply | Tx 4-H Water  

https://www.texas4hwaterambassadors.com/application
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Ambassador Opportunities 

Fashion and Interior Design Ambassador 
The Texas 4-H Fashion and Interior Design Program strives to provide high school aged 4-H members the op-

portunity to develop and practice advanced leadership skills to mentor other youth, and to become knowl-
edgeable representatives for the Fashion & Interior Design project.   

 
Eligibility 

 • Senior 4-H member for the 2026 school year.  
• Active and passionate about the 4-H Fashion & Interior Design project.  

• Able to commit to a two-year term (one year if entering grade 12). 
• Provide a minimum of 40 hours of leadership and service.  

• Attend the MANDATORY ambassador training  
 

Important Dates and Deadlines  
• Applications will be accepted March 1, 2026, through May 31, 2026.  

• Applicants will be notified of their acceptance by May 1, 2026.  
• Register for 4-H Fashion & interior Design Training on 4-H Connect between May 1-June 1, 2026.  

• Ambassador Training must be paid in full by June 1, 2026.  
• Fashion & Interior Design Ambassador training in Dallas/Fort Worth, during the week of June 22-26, 2026  

Healthy Texas Youth Ambassador 
The Healthy Texas Youth Ambassadors Program is  for teens that are motivated, excited, and ready to make a 
change in their community!  This program is designed for high school age youth who have a passion for health 
and wellness.  These youth are trained at the regional level to become youth health experts who can motivate 

others to make a change in their lifestyle to improve their health.  More importantly, these ambassadors  assist 
local county extension agents with program efforts, project activities, and much more! 

Who’s eligible? 
• Be in at least the 9th grade 

• Submit completed application to the local county extension office and be approved 
 

What does the program entail? 
After youth are accepted to the local program, they must fulfill the following obligations: 

• Complete and report 40 hours of leadership, program efforts or community service annually. 
• Attend face-to-face and online trainings. 

 
2026-27 Registration Link 

Click Here to Register: https://agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1UeOfgkL4t2csey 

https://agrilife.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1UeOfgkL4t2csey


      March 2026 

March 2:  Bell County 4-H Scholarship Due 

March 3:  Bell County Area Go Texan Scholarship Due 

March 5:  County Council Meeting 

March 5:  Ag Product Id Practice 

March 7:  Belles & Stars Drill Team Showcase 

March 9:  CDM Practice 

March 13:  Ag Trust Farm Credit Scholarship Due 

March 13:  Bell County Round Up & Talent Showcase Deadline 

March 13:  Texas 4-H Congress Deadline 

March 19:  CDM Practice 

March 21:  Clover Kid Meeting 

March 23:  BCYF Main Buy Thank You Cards Due 

March 23:  FCH Coalition Meeting  

March 24:  CDM Practice 

March 26:  Texas 4-H Council Delegate At-Larger Deadline 

March 26:  D8 Recordbook Workshop, Online  

March 26:  BCYF General Membership Meeting 

March 27:  BCYF Scholarship Due 

March 28:  BCYF Commercial Heifer Tag In 

March 30:  CDM Practice 

March 31:  Bell County 4-H Round Up & Talent Showcase Contest 

March 31:  HOT Fair Scholarship Due  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 1:  Major Show Cattle Validation Tag Order Deadline 

April 1:  State Fair Lamb and Goat & HOT Fair Validation Tag 
Order Deadline 

April 10:  D8 Rifle Contest Deadline 

April 11:  CDM Practice 

April 15:  Texas 4-H Livestock, Equine, & Poultry Ambassador 
Deadline  

April 15:  Texas 4-H Water Ambassador Deadline  

April 15:  $10 4-H Horse Validation Deadline  

April 18:  Clover Kid Meeting 

April 25:  D8 Rifle Contest, Buffalo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 1 :  $10 4-H Horse Validation Deadline  

May 2:  D8 Livestock Judging & Meat Judging Contest  

May 12:  MAB Meeting 

May 13:  Texas 4-H Dog Show Entry Deadline  

May 15:  D8 Council Officer Application Deadline  

May 16:  Clover Kid Meeting 

May 31:  Texas 4-H Fashion & Interior Design Ambassador Dead-
line  

 

April 2026 

May 2026 



 

Bell county  

4-h newsletter 

Bell County Extension  

1605 N. Main Room 102 

Belton, TX 76513 

Phone: 254-933-5305 

Fax: 254-933-5312 

 

 

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without  

regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners 

Courts of Texas Cooperating 

Everything will be posted on the Bell County 4-H website  

http://agrilife.org/bell4h/ 
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