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November 2025 Focus

Thank you to our
2025 Hunter’s

TSC Clover Campaign
New Dates:

. November 29th - December 15th
Spectacular Platinum 1o embrace the holiday spirit, the

Level Sponsor' Paper Clover campaign will move

from October to November and

December this year, officially
launching on Black Friday!
Landscape Construction, lne.

Running from November 28th to
December 14th, we are thrilled
that TSC is hosting this event
during the season of giving. TSC is
also selling 4-H Christmas
ornaments that will benefit 4-H!

1605 N. Main, Room 102
Belton, TX 76513
Phone: (254) 933-5305
Fax: (254) 933-5312
Website: http://agrilife.org/bell4h/

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color,
sex, religion, national origin, age, disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal em-
ployment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas

Cooperating.



Academic Eligibility & Excused Absences for 4-H Competitions and Activities
Academic eligibility is requested for extracurricular activities by the County Extension Agent
and is approved or declined by the member’s school. In addition to following this UIL rule, the
Texas 4-H Youth Development Program has adopted a school change policy to stay consistent
across educational systems. If a youth has a change in school status from public to private or
home school, the member must adhere to a three (3) school-week waiting period before he/

she is eligible for participating in extracurricular activities.

All 4-H members must be officially enrolled (in an “active” status on 4-H Online) to be consid-
ered an official 4-H member. No excused absences can be requested for any youth who is not
enrolled in the official 4-H enrollment system (4-H Online). If a member is participating in a 4-
H event/competition, please contact the agent advising that project area at least two weeks in
advance of the event to communicate when the child will be missing school. Those forms can

be found at https://agrilife.org/bell4h/4-henrollment-guidelines/eligibility/.



https://agrilife.org/bell4h/4-henrollment-guidelines/eligibility/

County Council I Ambassadors

County Council Meeting Dates

Dates and programs have been set for 2025-2026 Bell County Council meetings. These meetings will take
place at the Bell County Extension Office starting at 6:30 pm.

Date Meeting Program Community Service Projects
November 13 Police Department Military Appreciation Cards
January 8 State 4-H Officers Hope Pregnancy Center Donations
March 5 Fire Department Safe Place Donations
May 7 Council Officer Elections Non-Perishable Food Drive

Military Appreciation Cards

Please note that no donations will be collected this month. At the November County Council meeting, Piper
Roland from the County Council Officer Team will provide thank-you cards for all attendees to sign. Following
the meeting, Ms. Roland will deliver these cards to the local VA Hospital, where they will be distributed to
veterans as a gesture of appreciation for their service. We encourage all members to participate in this
meaningful initiative.

Chisolm Trail Christmas Ball
This event will take place on Saturday, December 6th, at the Cadence Bank Center. You will wear your official green
jacket with black bottoms and COMFORTABLE shoes! You will assist with the live and silent auctions, serve dessert at
the dessert bar, and escort attendees to their seat. You will receive more emails from Sheryl Long about this event!

Council/Ambassador Christmas Party

The County Council Officer and Ambassador Christmas party is scheduled for Monday, December 22nd at
the CEO. If you would like to participate in the gift exchange, Please bring a $10.00 and under unisex gift. NO
CHINESE CHRISTMAS GAG GIFTS. Time is from 1:00 - 3:00 pm.
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4-H Club Managers I Volunteers

Membership Advisory Board FINANCE Meeting

When: November 18th

Where: CEO
The finance meeting will wrap up Hunter’s Spectacular dollars and establish a budget for the

Time: 5:15 pm

2025-2026 4-H year.

Membership Advisory Board Meeting

When: November 18th

Where: CEO

Time: 6:00 pm

This meeting is open to all parents and leaders! We encourage all Club Managers to attend and give their
opinions on the Bell County 4-H program.

2025

November 15
December

2026
January 17

February 6
February 9-11
February 21
March 21
April 18

May 16

July 10
August 6

Upcoming Events

Clover Kids

Meeting at CEO @2:00pm
No Meeting

Meeting at CEO @2:00pm
Deadline for CK Fair Registration
BCYF: Peewee Showmanship
Clover Kids Fair

Meeting at CEO @2:00pm
Meeting at CEO @2:00pm
Meeting at CEO @2:00pm

Clover Kids Recordbook to CEO
Bell County 4-H Awards Banquet

information on upcoming events:

Check out the Clover Kids website for more

https://agrilife.org/bell4h /4-h-activities /clover-kids/

For questions, contact Dawn Brown at

bc4hcloverkids@yahoo.com

Ag Product ID

Practices will be at 6:00 pm. at the CEO on the following dates:

November: 6th and 20th
December: 6thand 18th

Please contact Michael Canales at 254-541-6293 or guajeman1@gmail.com for more information.
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Upcoming Events

D8 4-H Youth Workshop Series
Calling all District 8 4-H youth! Get ready for an exciting new Youth Workshop Series designed to help YOU
grow as a leader, improve your communication skills, and prepare for future opportunities in 4-H and beyond!
These workshops will be presented virtually, via Zoom. Each one will begin at 7:00 and should last around 1
hour.
Nov 20: Personal Branding with guest speaker McKenna Bush, Texas Farm Bureau
Jan 8: What is a Leader?
TBD: Leadership Opportunities
Apr 9: Preparing for Interviews with guest speaker Bailee Wright, Texas 4-H Foundation

Open to all D8 4-H members! Attend one or attend them all. You don’t want to miss out on these superstar
sessions.
Sign up here: https://forms.office.com/r/xKmKEcHcxv

Texas 4-H Dog Project Validation
To be eligible for the Texas 4-H Dog Show, dogs must be validated by January 10, 2026 in 4-H Online. Attached
are detailed written instructions. Video instructions are also available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=eogx1Dv3WQI if that is more convenient

2026 Texas 4-H Dog Show Rule Book will be posted on https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/projects/dog-care-

training/.

As 4-H members complete their validation, here are some things to keep in mind:
The box that says Breeder is where they list the breed of the dog rather than the breeder. 4-H Online has set
options, so we do the best we can to work with those options.

For purebred dogs (they do not have to be registered, just look purebred) you will select the correct Group,
then type in the breed of the dog.

For mixed breed dogs you will select the Weight Group of the dog and list the dominant breed along with the
word “Mix” or list the two breeds if known. (Example: Border Collie Mix or Mastiff/Great Dane.)

Photos of the left and right side of the dog should be a side view of the whole dog. Get on the dog’s level so they
do not turn into top views. They should also be clear and light enough we can see all markings and color of the
dog. The dog should only be wearing a collar. No sweaters, costumes, rain gear or anything that covers the
dog’s color and markings.

Dogs MUST be validated each year. If you validated a dog last year, the information and photos will be in the
system, but you must still review and SUBMIT to validate for the 2025-2026 4-H year. Please update the pho-
tos if the dog has changed significantly since last year.

We do encourage you to validate any dogs that you are eligible to show. Situations may change through the
year.
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FCH Project News

Food Challenge Practices

Food Challenge is a 3-4 person team contest where the team is given 1 ingredient, and along with their prede-
termined pantry items and items they obtain from the on-site grocery store, they have to prepare a dish for the
category given (appetizer, side dish, main dish, dessert). They have 40 minutes to use their supply box to make
the dish and clean up. Then they present to Judges their dish talking about how it was prepared, nutrients, sub-

stitutions, etc. If this sounds like fun to you, practices are as follows:

November 2, 2:00 p.m., First United Methodist Church, Belton (FUMC)
November 9, 2:00 p.m., FUMC
November 16, 2:00 p.m., FUMC

Please contact Barbara Wood if you have any questions: 254-624-6507 or woodbtwice@gmail.com.

Leaders 4 Life Practices
e Leaders 4 Life (L4L) is a 4-6 person team where they conduct a mock meeting using parliamentary proce-
dure, handling the situations provided at the contest. Practices will be held at 6:00 p.m. and are scheduled as
follows:

November: 4, 11 - First United Methodist Church Gym, Belton

Please contact Barbara Wood if you have any questions: 254-624-6507 or woodbtwice@gmail.com.

Bell County 4-H Food Show & Food Challenge
When: Monday, November 10 Where: Bell CEO Time: Check your email!
Sheryl will be emailing you the schedule! All Food Challenge teams will start at 5:30 pm.
Happy baking!



mailto:woodbtwice@gmail.com
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FCH Project News

Junior Master Photography Practice Opportunity

Field Trip: Homestead Heritage “Living off the Land Festival” Saturday (after Thanksgiving) November 29,
2025 9:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Where: 608 Dry Creek Rd, Waco, TX 76705, http://www.homesteadheritage.com, 254-754-9600
Who: All 4-H ages (including clovers) and all skill levels.
What: Lots to do and see with a craft barn for younger 4-Hers (small charge for craft supplies).
Cost: $12 per person, Children 16 and under free. Free to park.
RSVP: https://tinyurl.com/SignupWaco2025
AMBASSADOR LEADER: Arjun Siddhaiyan and Noah Rivera, TX 4-H Photography Ambassadors
ADULT LEADER: Elizabeth Schlak, liz.schlak@gmail.com, 254-718-1332

WORKSHOP - JMP 2 (Class of 2026)
Saturday, December 6, 2025 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Where: District IV 4-H Center (@Healthy Living Building), 17360 Coit Rd, Dallas
Who: 4-Hers 6t grade & up. **MUST HAVE ATTENDED WORKSHOP 1.

What: Color & Composition. To be a certified “Junior Master Photographer”, candidates must attend BOTH
workshop I and workshop II, complete a competency test with a minimum score of 80%, submit four photos
taken by applicant demonstrating understanding of instruction, participate in at least one practice event, com-
plete a photography community service, and take part in at least two organized project experiences.
Why: Although there is no yearly performance requirement, Junior Master Photographers are expected to re-
turn to counties and districts to help expand their photography programs. They receive the Junior Master Pho-
tographer pin and certificate. Certified JMPs in 9th grade are eligible to apply to the State 4-H Photography Am-
bassador Program.

Cost: $30 fee to recoup mandatory 4-H Connect Registration costs and materials
RSVP: Will be through 4-H Online https://texas4-h.tamu.edu/4honline/

Contact: Derrick Bruton, Derrick.Bruton@ag.tamu.edu, Victoria Schmidt, Victoria.Schmidt76@yahoo.com,
Tracy Coursey, tracy.coursey@gmail.com or Liz Schlak, liz.schlak@gmail.com
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Livestock Project News

Bell County 4-H Livestock Page
Exhibitors and their families can always find the latest Livestock Project information at:

Major Show Entry Forms Deadline

The Bell County 4-H Major Show Entry Deadline is November 10th! We will be open from 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

on November 10th to accept entry forms. All required paperwork must be filled out completely and turned in

with original signatures before the deadline. Emailed forms will not be accepted. Entries without payment will

not be accepted. Exact cash or checks can be made payable to the Bell Livestock Coalition. If you would like to
pay by credit card, a 3% fee will be added to cover service charges. As entry forms are released from the

shows, a PDF version will be posted at https://agrilife.org/bell4h/projects/4-h-livestock/. You may fill and

print the PDF versions at home. Also, paper copies of the entry forms will also be available at the Bell County
Extension Office. To ensure that all entries from Bell County 4-H are processed and checked thoroughly,

No entries will be accepted after the November 10th deadline!

Call or email Meagan Cline if you have any questions.

2026 Major Show Swine Validation
Physical validation will be held at the Bell County EXPO on the dates listed below:
November 17th and November 24th from 4:00 - 7:00 pm
« All Market Barrows, Registered Breeding Gilts, and Crossbred/Commercial Breeding Gilts will use the same
RFID validation tag.

» Registered Gilt papers must be owned on or before November 30, 2025 and they must also be registered
(litter registration, bottom left hand corner) on or before November 30, 2025 . There are NO EXCEPTIONS on
this! Please send a PDF copy of the ORIGINAL registration papers for the registered gilts you plan to validate

to meagan.cline@ag.tamu.edu PRIOR to validation.

BCYF/Major Show Turkey Orders
Turkey orders will arrive at the Bell County Extension Office on Wednesday, November 13th at approximately
3:30 PM. All orders must be picked up by 5:00 PM. Please contact Meagan Cline if you have any questions.

Save the Date: BCYF Validation Dates
County only tags for sheep, goats, and swine will be purchased on-site for $5.00 the night of validation.

BCYF/Major Show Swine Validation: November 17 and 24

Bell 4-H Horse Club “Turkey Trot”
Join us on Saturday, November 15, 2025 at the Cadence Bank Center - Equine Livestock Complex in Belton, TX
for a fun-filled day of riding, competition, and prizes!

Events: Poles, Barrels, Straights, Speed, and Flags
Books open at 9:00 am, close at 11:00 am
Location: Cadence Bank Center, 301 West Loop 121, Belton

Please email Bell4HHorse@gmail.com if you have any questions.
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Bell County Youwuth [Fair
February 7-14, 2026

Bell County Youth Fair Eligibility

Club Managers, please make sure you have a sign in sheet at each meeting and announce to all members to

sign in before, during, and after the meeting.

e BCYF has a website in which everything will be posted including the new fair book, entry forms,
superintendent’s names and phone numbers, score sheets, and other information: http://agrilife.org/
bellctyyouthfair/

¢ You MUST attend 2 meetings to participate in the BCYF. Your name MUST be on the sign in sheets for it to
count.

e 2 meetings will be allowed from August 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025 this year. No meetings will
be allowed in January to use for the 2 meeting rule.

e All 4-H members MUST be enrolled by December 10, 2023 to participate in the BCYF. However, the fee
will go up after October 31st so do it quickly.

Other Important Information

The 2025 Fair Book will be posted soon. Visit the BCYF website at https://agrilife.org/bellctyyouthfair/ for
more information on entries, rules, judges, and more.

Make sure you are giving your Club Manager a good phone number and email to reach you. You will miss
important information and deadlines if you don’t check your emails!

BCYF Entries
Entries will open on October 13, 2025 at 8:00 AM. All exhibitors must submit their entries online by

December 1st, 2025 at 5:00 PM. For more information and to access the entry link, please visit the BCYF
website https://agrilife.org/bellctyyouthfair/.

Important Dates

Broiler Orders Due November 7, 2025 5:00 PM
Turkey Pick Up (Tentatively) November 12, 2025 3:30 - 5:30 PM
Commercial Heifer Palpate & Judge November 15, 2025 TBD

Validate Swine November 17 & 24, 2025 4:00 - 7:00 PM
Online Entry Deadline December 1, 2025 5:00 PM

Pick Up Roasters December 5, 2025 3:30 -5:30 PM
Chisholm Trail Christmas Ball December 6, 2025

Commercial Heifer Sale TBD Milam County Auction
Pick Up Broilers December 23, 2025 3:30 -5:30 PM
Rabbit Validation January 4, 2026 3:00 - 5:00 PM
Weigh Out Commercial Steers January 31, 2026 8:00 AM
Commercial Steer Recordbooks Due  February 6, 2026 5:00 PM
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mportant Dates

November 2025

December 2025

November 1-2: Holiday Classic, Belton

November 2: Food Challenge Practice

November 4: Leaders 4 Life Practice

November 6: Ag Product Id Practice
November 7: BCYF Broiler Orders Due

November 9: Food Challenge Practice

November 10:
November 10:
November 11:
November 11:
November 13:
November 13:
November 15:
November 15:
November 15:
November 16:
November 17:
November 18:
November 18:
November 20:
November 20:

November 24:

MAJOR SHOW ENTRY DEADLINE

BC 4-H Food Show & Food Challenge Contest
COUNTY HOLIDAY, OFFICE CLOSED
Leaders 4 Life Practice

BCYF/ Major Show Turkey Pick Up, CEO
County Council Meeting

BCYF Commercial Heifer Judging

Clover Kid Meeting

Horse Club Turkey Trot

Food Challenge Practice

BCYF & Major Show Swine Validation

D8 Leaders 4 Life Contest

MAB Finance Meeting & Regular Meeting
Ag Product Id Practice

D8 4-H Youth Workshop Series

BCYF & Major Show Swine Validation

November 27-28: COUNTY HOLIDAY, OFFICE CLOSED

December 1:
December 4:
December 5:
December 6:

December 6:

BCYF Entry Deadline, Online

D8 Food Show & Food Challenge, Belton
BCYF Roaster Pick Up

Ag Product Id Practice

Chisholm Trail Christmas Ball

December 18: Ag Product Id Practice

December 22: Council/Ambassador Christmas Party
December 23: BCYF Broiler Pick Up
December 25-26: COUNTY HOLIDAY, OFFICE CLOSED

January 2026

January 8: D8 4-H Youth Workshop Series

January 10: Texas 4-H Dog Show Validation Deadline
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Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status.

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners
Courts of Texas Cooperating

Everything will be posted on the Bell County 4-H website
http://agrilife.org/bell4h/
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