
RULES AND PROCEDURES 

Participation  
 
 
 
 
 
Photo Eligibility 
 
 
 
Photo Format 

 

 

 
Entry Fee 

 
 

Registration and 
Uploading 
 

 
Deadlines & 
Entry Period 

Youth (18 years of age and below as of December 1, 2024). Membership in 4-H is NOT required. 
Adult (19 years of age and up as of December 1, 2024) 
Contestants must be amateur/hobbyist/beginner photographers. An amateur is defined as someone who takes 
photos for enjoyment and personal fulfillment, rather than for financial gain.  
 
 

All photos must be taken with a digital camera (smartphone cameras are included). Photo must have been 
taken by the contestant (no date restriction). Photos may be submitted only one time and in only one category. 
 
 
Must be .jpeg or .jpg. Contestants may use any file naming structure. No RAW files allowed.  
Size Ratio: any size ratio, except for panoramic, is acceptable. 
For this contest, panoramic is defined as a photo with an aspect ratio of 3:1 or 1:3 or wider/taller. 
File Size: Photo must be less than 20 MB. 
 
 

 

$10 per photo 
 
 
Step 1: Register and pay for entries via Donor Perfect link: 
http://weblink.donorperfect.com/PhotographyContest 
Step 2: Upload all photos in Submittable. Link provided once entries have been paid.  
 
 
 

Entries accepted starting February 1, 2025 
Entry period closes February 28, 2025, 11:59 p.m. CST 
No late entries will be accepted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PURPOSE 

Amateur Photography Competition 
Sponsored by Texas 4-H Photography 

Ambassadors 
Rules and Guidelines 

 
The Amateur Photography Competition encourages self-expression and allows youth and adults to demonstrate skills in the area of photography, 
including the use of photographic equipment and processing of photographs. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
To showcase skills in composition, light, story line, posing, and awareness. 
To encourage participants to use photography as a meaningful communication tool in their lives.  
To share the message of 4-H within the community. 
 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities in programs and activities, education, and employment to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, 
disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife.

http://weblink.donorperfect.com/PhotographyContest


 

Alterations Color and Black & White photos are allowed in all categories. Although slight computer enhancements are 
allowed, such as cropping, minor adjustment of lighting, and red eye reduction; substantially altered photography, 
such as applying design styles, or using computer graphics will disqualify an entry.  

 

Text on 
Photographs 

Photographs must not contain camera or user placed text. This includes such things as date stamps, comments, 
watermarks, or titles. Text or wording that is part of the original photograph (i.e. photo of a street sign, etc.) is 
acceptable. 

 
 

Copyright/ 
Original Work of 
Contestant 

The entry must be the original photographic work of the contestant and not a photo taken by others or secured 
from any other printed/electronic source. Any photo proven to be found as not original work will result in 
disqualification of ALL the contestant’s entries into the Photography Competition. 

 
 

 

 

Awards and 
Recognition 

Cash Awards in Each Category: 1st Place - $200, 2nd Place - $100, 3rd Place - $50 
Best of Show Awards: A Best of Show rosette will be awarded to one photo in each age division. 
Score sheets with comments will be made available through Submittable. Score sheet access is tied to the email 
address of the Submittable account holder.

 
Judging and 
Results 

 

Texas 4-H Photography Ambassadors, Photography Advisors and Staff will serve as judges. All decisions are 
final. Results will be available March 2025. 

 
 
 

Content 

 

Photos that are deemed obscene, vulgar, sexually-oriented, hateful, threatening, or otherwise violate any decency 
standards or laws are strictly prohibited. No nudity. The Texas 4-H Youth Development Program reserves the 
right to determine and refuse inappropriate or unsuitable entries. 

 
 

Display and 
Future Usage 
Rights 
 
 
 
Model & 
Property 
Releases 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By entry, the participant grants permission to the Texas 4-H Youth Development Program, Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension, and any other public or private agency authorized by the Texas 4-H Youth Development Program, the 
use, and rights associated to the use of the photographic likeness, in promotional publications, and other media, 
without compensation. Certain photos may be used for 4-H program and marketing uses. 

 
 
    It is required that each participant have sufficient permission granted to both the photographer and the Texas  
    4- H Youth Development Program to publish and use, as needed, any photo showing any recognizable locations  
    or people photographed. Documentation should be retained by the participant.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Possible 
Reasons to  
Disqualify 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Broken content rule. This includes inappropriate or unsuitable content. 
Broken copyright rule. Photo is not the original work of the contestant.  
Broken display and future rights usage rule. 
Broken model and property release rule. 
Category: Does not meet category criteria, rules or guidelines. (see category descriptions)  
Category: Same photo entered into multiple categories. 
Entry fee not paid or only partial fee paid. 
Extremely poor quality and/or low resolution causing the subject matter to be unrecognizable. 
Manipulation of photo beyond what is allowed. 

 
       Disqualification for any reason will forfeit all entry fees. No refunds will be given. 

  



 

 
2024-2025 CATEGORIES

 
 
 
 
 
 
ANIMALS – 
DOMESTIC 
or WILD 

Competition Categories 
 
Photos focusing on animals either domesticated (tamed) or wild found throughout the country and world. Insects, 
reptiles, birds and aquatic creatures may be entered in this category. 
Examples: Chickens, cows, dogs, cats, hamsters, birds, deer, elephant, snakes, whales, butterflies, etc…

 

LANDSCAPE, 
NATURE (NON- 
ANIMAL) AND 
PLANTS 
 
 
 
 
PEOPLE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     CATCH-ALL 

 
 

The focus of this category includes landscapes, outdoor scenes, flowers and flora, nature images, sunsets, urban landscapes, 
seascapes, cityscapes, and farms. Images focus on the beauty of the outdoors.  
Examples: Gardens/landscapes, outdoors, scenics, etc. 
Not allowed: Primary subject is a person or wildlife. 

 
 
 
 

Photos focus from all walks of life, parenting and family, children, babies, models/fashion, sports, and couples. All 
individuals in the photos must have provided consent and permission as a subject. If requested, a release will be 
needed from the photographer and subject. 
Examples: Babies, families, kids, portraits, models/fashion, etc. 

 
 
 
      
     Photos that do not fit into one of the other categories. 
     Not allowed: A duplicate photo also entered in another category. 

  



AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 
SCORE SHEET 

 
Name:   Youth or Adult:   

 
Category:   

JUDGES, PLEASE INDICATE POINTS AWARDED IN FAR RIGHT COLUMN: 

CATEGORY JUDGING ELEMENT POINT 
RANGE 

POINTS 
AWARDED 

Impact 
(Max Points: 15) 

Impact is the sense one gets upon viewing an image for the first time. 
Compelling images evoke laughter, sadness, anger, pride, wonder or 
another intense emotion. There can be impact in any of the judging 
elements. 

 
0-15 

 

Creativity 
(Max Points: 15) 

Creativity is the original, fresh, and external expression of the imagination 
of the maker by using the medium to convey an idea, message or thought. 0-15 

 

 

 
Technical 

(Max Points: 25) 

Technical is the quality of the image itself as it is presented for viewing, 
which includes the following aspects: 
• allowable amounts of retouching and adjustments (removal of red eye, 

cropping, minor straightening) 
• sharpness and correct color balance. 
• lighting, which includes the use and control of light. The use of lighting 

whether natural or man-made and its proper use to enhance the image. 
• posing and capturing of the image. 

 

 
0-25 

 

 
Composition 

(Max Points: 20) 

Composition is important to the design of an image, bringing all of the 
visual elements together in concert to express the purpose of the image. 
Proper composition holds the viewer in the image and prompts the viewer 
to look where the creator intends. Effective composition can be pleasing 
or disturbing, depending on the intent of the image maker. 

 
0-20 

 

Subject Matter 
(Max Points: 15) 

Subject Matter should always be appropriate to the story being told (i.e. 
category the photo is entered into) in an image. Subject matter also 
includes the center of interest for the photograph or where the maker 
wants the viewer to stop and they view the image. 

 
0-15 

 

Story Telling 
(Max Points: 10) 

Story Telling refers to the image's ability to evoke imagination. One 
beautiful thing about art is that each viewer might collect his own 
message or read her own story in an image. 

0-10 
 

TOTAL POINTS AWARDED  

 

 
JUDGES COMMENTS: 
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