
Swine Breed 
Classification Guidelines
A collaboration by the Texas County Agricultural Agents Association, 

Vocational Agriculture Teachers Association of Texas, Animal Industries 
Committee, Texas FFA, Texas 4-H and Texas Pork Producers Association.

Please keep in mind, registration papers, breeder affidavits, or other paperwork is not considered in the 
classification process. Eligibility for the class is determined only by visual appraisal, as evaluated by classifiers 
appointed by show management.

CLASSIFICATION TERMS:

Ideal: Characteristics in combination that most accurately represent the breed.

Acceptable: Characteristics that represent the breed.

Discriminatory: Characteristics that are not reason for absolute disqualification but in combination with other 
discriminatory visual characteristics could lead to removal from a breed division.

Absolute Disqualifications: Unfavorable visual characteristics resulting in removal from a breed division.
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Poland China
Ideal:

Acceptable:

A slight continuation of white 
from the legs to the body.

Ear may have white on it.

Three of the four legs 
must be white.

May have an occasional splash of 
white on the body.

Discriminatory:

A moderate continuation 
of white from the legs 
to the body or moderate 
freestanding white, not 
attached to a leg.



Absolute Disqualification:

Solid white or solid black face. More than one solid black leg.

If the white on a solid white ear 
goes past the base of the ear.

Evidence of belt formation.

An excessive continuation of white from the legs, 
encompassing the upper hip or shoulder.

Excessive freestanding white, 
not attached to a leg.



Poland China & Spotted
Ideal:

Discriminatory:

Absolute Disqualification:



Spotted

Ideal:

Acceptable:

Predominantly white with 
black spots.

Predominantly black with 
white spots.

Absolute Disqualification:

Solid black head from 
base of ears forward.

Distinct white belt pattern (hair 
or skin) encircling and extending 

down and onto each shoulder.



Yorkshire:
Ideal:

Discriminatory:

Absolute Disqualification:




