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2018 CROPS CONFERENCE

The annual Bell County Crops Conference will be held Tuesday,
January 16th at the Bell County Expo Center.

5 CEUs will be available for pesticide applicator licenses.
ICT 8 FARM AND Pre-registration is requested at the Extension Office—
H SEMINAR $25.00 in advance, $40.00 at the door.

N SHOW Vendors will be available throughout the day!

Lunch and refreshments will be provided.
18 CENTRAL TEXAS

OW-CALF CLINIC AGENDA—

2018 PROFESSIONAL
GROUNDS CONFERENCE 7:30 REGISTRATION AT THE DOOR

IRRIGATOR’S CONFERENCE

¢ Corn & Sorghum Production Update, Dr. Ronnie Schnell

+ Cotton Production Issues & Technologies Update,
LYLE ZOELLER Dr. Gaylon Morgan

CEA—AGRICULTURE + Soil Fertility, Nutrient Management, Dr. Jake Mower

WHITNEY GRANTHAM ¢ Pesticide Laws and Regulations & Worker Protection
CEA—NATURAL RESOURCES Standards, Brandi Kelm - T.D.A. Inspector

+ Educational & Record Keeping Apps for Ag Producers
TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE
EXTENSION SERVICE 3:30 CONCLUSION

BELL COUNTY
1605 N. MAIN STREET
BELTON, TX 76513

(254) 933.5305 —SEE ATTACHED PRE-REGISTRATION FORM—
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CLEARWATER ANNOUNCES 17TH ANNUAL WATER SYMPOSIUM

Clearwater Underground Water Conservation District will
be hosting its 17th Annual Bell County Water Symposi-
um on November 15, 2017 beginning at 8:00 a.m. at
Texas A&M Central Texas, 1001 Leadership Place,
Killeen. Co-sponsors include Texas Well Owner Network,
Lloyd Gosselink Attorneys at Law, HALFF Associates,
LBG-Guyton & Associates, Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service, Bell County Engineers Office, Bell County
Commissioners Court, Baylor University Department of
Geology and Texas A&M University Central Texas

This year’s theme is:

“Water Planning for Texas. Now or Never”

£

‘The Reality for Current and Future Water
Needs of Central Texas”

This year’s event will have two keynote addresses from
key leaders in Texas. The first keynote address will be by
Bech Bruun, Chairman of the Texas Water Development
Board. Bruun has served as a Board member of the Tex-
as Water Development Board since September 1, 2013.
Governor Greg Abbott designated him chairman in June
2015.

Prior to his appointment to the Board, Bruun served on
the senior staff of Governor Rick Perry’s administration.
Bruun has also worked as the government and customer
relations manager for the Brazos River Authority. During
the 81st Legislative Session, Bruun served as chief of
staff to State Representative Todd Hunter (District 32)
and as general counsel to the House Committee on Judi-
ciary and Civil Jurisprudence.

Bruun currently is a gubernatorial appointee to the West-
ern States Water Council and the Texas Environmental
Flows Advisory Group. He also serves as an ex-officio
member of the Texas Farm and Ranch Lands Conserva-
tion Council.

He received a bachelor's degree in business administra-
tion from the University of Texas at Austin and a law de-
gree from the University of Texas School of Law. He is a
member of the State Bar of Texas.

The second key note address will be by Lyle Larson,
Chairman of the House Natural Resources Committee,
Texas House of Representatives, District 122. The Natu-
ral Resources Committee addresses

most of the water related legislation by the Texas House of
Representatives.

Rep. Larson served as San Antonio City Councilman, Dis-
trict 10 for 2 terms and as Bexar County
Commissioner, Pct. 3 from 1997-2008. Chairman Larson

currently chairs the House Natural Resources Committee;
and is a member of the General Investigating and Ethics
Committee, He has attained a reputation for being com-
mitted to working to secure Texas's water future. Over the
course of the last 6 years, he has traveled across the
state to meet with individuals involved in water policy and
planning. Since 2011, Rep. Larson has visited 49 ground-
water conservation districts, 12 river authorities, all large
public utilities, and several other municipalities and water
districts.

Lyle Larson is a lifelong resident of the San Antonio area.
Born and raised in northern Bexar County, he grew up
helping his parents and four brothers and sisters on their
family farm. He earned a Bachelor of Business Admin-
istration from Texas A&M University in 1981.

According to the Texas Water Development Board, about
7.2 million acre-feet of water currently stored in surface
water reservoirs evaporates in an average year. While
surface reservoirs continue to feature prominently in the
recently adopted 2017 state water plan, many consider
ASR to have several advantages over reservoirs that jus-
tify its expanded use. In addition to resisting water loss
through evaporation, ASR does not involve the acquisi-
tion and flooding of land above ground, which can be ex-
pensive and result in destruction of wildlife habitat and
private property.

In 2015, the 84th Legislature enacted HB 655 by Lyle
Larson, which resulted in several changes to the way
ASR is regulated. The bill specified how ASR facilities
must account for the water they inject and recover and
the role of groundwater conservation districts in such pro-
jects.

For the record, CUWCD embraced this bill and believes
that ASR is a critical strategy to help answer the regional
question, “How can we meet the growing need for water in
both Bell and Williamson Counties?” Growth in the entire
IH35 corridor is eminent and water is limited.

This year’s program will also include presentations from
the staff and executive directors of both the Texas Water
Conservation Association and the Texas Alliance of
Groundwater Districts. Clearwater UWCD has been a
proud member of both organizations since 2002.

In addition, the symposium will have speakers from
Brazos River Authority, Clearwater UWCD, TexMesonet
Weather Station program, Texas AgriLife Research
Blackland Center, Texas A&M University and LBG-
Guyton & Associates. The topics and discussions will pro-
vide attendees insight into the challenges that local and
regional leadership are faced with due to our growing
population, cost of infrastructure, and demand on current
water resources.

PAGE 2



AGENDA

8:00 a.m. Registration

8:30 a.m. Welcome & Introduction & Theme of the Day
Leland Gersbach, Board President, Clearwater UWCD

8:35 a.m. Clearwater UWCD: State of the District
Leland Gersbach, Board President, Clearwater UWCD
Dirk Aaron, General Manager, Clearwater UWCD.

9:00 a.m. GCDs What They Do and Why They Matter & Reflections on the 1917 Conservation
:100th A

Sarah Rountree Schlessinger, Execuln/e Director, Texas Alfiance of Groundwater Districts

Th e wate r sym pos i u m is o pe n to 9:30 a.m. Overview of the TWCA Orgamzanon (a;nd the 85th Legislative Session,

f f 2:;acley /:\é/tso% inb. 2 B Tral i CTexas M"ate; Conser:atton Association
the public ree o Charge_ leline Fox, Communications Director, Texas Water Conservation Association
10:00 a;m. 15 Minute Break
Please RSVP to the Clearwater 10 e The e ol Rascurcs nfoas
Offl ce at 2 54 -9 3 3 -0 1 2 0 by e, Brgza?/?d%‘éfll!ng:m}’fgxﬁmmml Basin Region Manager, Brazos River Authority
11:30 am. Keynote: Water Planning and Implementation in Texas, Now or Never
November 9, 2017.

Lyle Larson, Chairman, House Natural Resources Committee, Texas House of Representatives, District 122

12:00 - Lunch Welcome Address
Dr. Marc Nigliazzo, President, Texas A&M University - Central Texas

P re-reg iste ri n g al Iows u s to p I a n 1:00 p.m. Understanding the Geology of the Aquifers in Bell County for ASR

James Beach, P.G. Senior Vice-Pres., LBG-Guyton Associates

for the free noon meal and breaks_ 1:30pam.  ASR Feasibility: Can We Make it Work?

Dr. Gretchen Miller, Associate Professor, Civil Engineering, Texas A&M University

g w - - - Dr. June Wolfe, Associate Research Scientist, Texas A&M Agrilife Research
Additional information is OERR N ARR S B GER ALY
- - - y James Beach, P.G. Semor Vice-Pres., LBG Guytan Associates
available on the District’s SRR MR
- 2:30 p.m. TexMesonet: SIatewnde Earth Observatlon Network
We bSIte at WWW cuwcd org Dr. Leyon Greene, Hydrologist & M gist, Te Texas Water Development Board
. .
3:00 p.m. Watershed Protection in Central Texas
Lisa Prcin, Research Associate, Texas A&M AgriLife Research, Blackland Research & Extension Center
3:30 p.m. Evaluation

Whitney Grantham, County Extension Agent - Natural Resources, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension - Bell County

DISTRICT & REGIONAL PECAN SHOW

The Bell-Williamson County Show is an opportunity for any county resident with a pecan tree to learn more
about pecans and compete for “bragging’ rights” for the best pecans in the county! The event is scheduled for Wednes-
day, December 6th at the Bell County Extension Office in Belton in the Master Gardener Learning Center.

At 9 a.m. show officials will begin processing the pecans which includes cracking, weighing, and classifying so
the judge can make his evaluations.

The presentation of the 2017 awards will begin immediately after judging is complete.

All pecan entries must be received by 5 p.m. at the Bell County Extension office by Tuesday December 5th to
allow time for entry processing.

The rules for exhibiting at the show include:

1. Exhibitors are limited to one entry of each named variety they grow; however the
grower may enter as many seedlings, known hybrids or natives as desired.

2. Sample entries from one orchard cannot be entered in two county shows.

3. Pecans should be entered in the same county they are grown. If your county does
not have a show, enter the nearest county that does.

4. The exhibitor must be the grower.

5. An entry consists of a minimum of 40 pecans, with 42 preferred. They should be in
a paper sack and identified with grower name, address, phone number and variety (if known) and delivered to the
Bell County Extension office at 1605 North Main, Suite 102, Belton, Texas by 5 p.m. on December 5th.

6. Entries containing more than one variety are disqualified; however an entry may be composed of nuts from more
than one tree.

7. Nuts which are cut, sanded, polished or otherwise altered will be disqualified.

8. Pecans exhibited must be from the 2017 crop.

The Regional Pecan Show will be held on Thursday December 7" at The Bell County Office as well. We will be
receiving entries from numerous counties across the State for that event. The same weighing, cracking, shelling, plac-
ings will be done for the Regional entries. Winners from The Regional Show will advance to The State Show that is held
in July.
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DISTRICT 8 FARM AND RANCH SEMINAR

The annual District 8 Farm and Ranch Seminar is set for Thursday, December 14th at the Bell County Expo,
Special Events Room. This program will be 100% technology based. The presenters will be from remote location
across the state. We will still be able to interact with presenters for questions. This will be broadcast at twelve
locations across central Texas.

Come early, stay all day, and receive 8 CEUs! Participants leaving early will only receive hours for what they attend.
Pre-registration at the Bell County Extension Office is requested.
Program cost is $50.00 in advance and $75.00 at the door.

AGENDA—

7:00 am Registration

7:30 am “Local Laws and Regulations”
1 hr. L&R

Mr. David W. Groschke,
Limestone County Extension Agent.

8:30 am “Management Guidelines & Control
options for Feral Hogs”

1hr. L&R

Mr, Josh Helcel
Wildlife Specialist
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service.

9:30 am “Effective Aquatic Vegetation
Control Options”
1hr. IPM

Steven Bardin,
Fisheries Biologist—TX Pro Lake Mgmt.

10:30 am “Science Behind the Technology”
1hr. Drift

Dr. Gaylon Morgan,
State Cotton Specialist,
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service.

11:30 am Lunch

12:00 pm “IPM of Common Pests”
1hr. IPM

Dr. Sonja Swiger,
Extension Entomlogist,
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service.

1:00 pm “Weed & Brush ID and Control
Options”

1hr. GEN

Dr. Scott Nolte,
State Weed Specialist
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service.

2:00 pm “New Technologies in Weed &
Brush Management”
1hr. GEN

James Jackson,
Program Specialist
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service.

3:00 pm “Plant Patholgy & Disease Mgmt.
In Trees and Turf Grass”
1hr. GEN

Dr. Kevin Ong,
Director Texas A&M Plant Pathology Lab
Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service.

4:00 pm Adjourn and Hand Out Certificates.

PAGE 4



mas { 2018 CENTRAL TEXAS COW-CALF CLINIC ON FRIDAY JANUARY 5TH

The 37th Annual Central Texas Cow/Calf Clinic will be held Friday, Jan. 5, 2018
at the Milam County Youth Exposition Building, 301 S. Houston St., in Cameron.

This program is presented by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension of Milam,
Robertson, Bell, Burleson, Falls and Williamson Counties.

Registration is from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. with the presentation’s starting at 8:30 and
concluding at 3:00 pm that afternoon. 3 hours of CEUs will be given for pesticide
applicators license holders; 1-IPM and 2-General.

Please R.S.V.P. with the Milam County Extension Office (254-697-7045) for
a meal count by Wednesday, Jan. 3rd. Cost of the program is $20.00 at the door.

Beef cattle production has faced its share of challenges over the last five years with drought, feed costs and in-
put costs, as well as rainfall we likely won’t see again in quite some time. Beef prices hit the highest they've ever been
and over the past two years met a sharp decline to some of the lowest. Producers now face what could be a dry, mild
winter and an uncertain market in the New Year.

Topics for this year’s program will include Dr. David Anderson, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Economist dis-
cussing current market trends as well as predications and considerations for the upcoming 2018 year. A discussion on
Cattle Evaluation, including desirable and undesirable characteristics, body condition scoring, and identifying candidates
for culling, will be given by Dr. Jason Cleere Extension Beef Cattle Specialist, at Texas A&M University. Following Dr.
Cleere’s discussion Range Management Specialist James Jackson will speak on pasture management and weed control
methods including alternatives to 2,4-D application.

After lunch, a live demonstration on Managing Herd Health will be given by Dr. Jason Cleere, Ron Kramer of
Idexx laboratories and Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Assn. This demonstration will focus practices such as preg-
nancy testing via blood sample, BDV testing, and herd identification and handling techniques.

Following the live demonstration and wrapping up the day will be Dr. Sonja Swiger, Extension Entomologist from
Stephenville to discuss External Parasite Control and what new technologies are on the market.

The Central Texas Cow/Calf Clinic is one of the longest running Extension programs in the State. It is known for
its success in meeting the needs of cattle producers both large and small Central Texas. We hope you will join us again
this year at our new location and we look forward seeing you there!

2018 PROFESSIONAL IRRIGATOR’S CONFERENCE

LICENSED IRRIGATORS, MARK YOUR CALENDARS—

This program will provide CEU credits for licensed irrigators. It will be held on Wednesday,
January 24th in the Bell County Expo, Special Events Room.

Pre-registration is requested at the Bell County Extension Office.
Program costs is $100.00 in advance or $125.00 at the door.

AGENDA COMING SOON
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2018 PROFESSIONAL GROUNDS CONFERENCE

The 2018 Professional Grounds Conference will be held Thursday, January 23rd at the Bell County Expo Center.
Registration and booth exhibits start at 7:30 am. 5 CEUs will be provided for those with pesticide applicator licenses.
CEUs will also be provided for Structured Pest Control Operators.

ToPICs
PESTICIDE LAWS AND REGULATIONS
CREPE MYRTLE BARK SCALE—NEW PESTS FOR TEXAS
DEVELOPING AN IPM PROGRAM
LAWN AND ORNAMENTAL DISEASE IDENTIFICATION AND CONTROL
PEST AND ANT CONTROL FOR TURF GRASS

Commercial exhibits will be on display.
A meal and refreshments will be provided. Pre-registration at the Bell County Extension Office is requested.
Program cost is $50.00 in advance and $75.00 at the door.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO
ATTENDED THE
2017 CONSERVATION EXxPO!

PLEASE E-MAIL US AND ASK TO BE ADDED TO THE TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE E-MAIL LIST FOR BELL COUNTY.
MOST INFORMATION THAT IS SENT OUT FROM THE OFFICE WILL BE E-MAILED IN THE FUTURE.

LYLE ZOELLER WHITNEY GRANTHAM
CEA—AGRICULTURE CEA—NATURAL RESOURCES
L-ZOELLER@TAMU.EDU WHITNEY.GRANTHAM@AG.TAMU.EDU

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE

BELL COUNTY TEXAS A&M

1605 N. MAIN STREET, STE 102 GRILIFE
BELTON, TX 76513 EXTENS|ON
(254) 933.5305

Educational programs of the Texas Agrilife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex,
disability, religion, age, or national origin. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the
County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating.
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