
2014 Educational Presentations 
 
Participation Guidelines for Educational Presentations 
TOPIC SUBJECT: Subjects in the Educational Presentations should address emerging or current 
issues in each of the contest areas. Some contests provide a suggested list of topics that the 
Educational Presentation talk can cover along with a resource list. Senior contestants are 
encouraged to research these emerging and/or current areas to develop current and new 
presentations. 
 
ACCURACY OF INFORMATION/RESOURCES: With the computer and internet being used 
heavily in Educational 
Presentations, 4-H members must know the difference between research and non-research based 
information. 
Contestants are required to use information that is factual and can be supported through adequate 
documentation. Examples of such websites are federal, state, and local governments, 
independent research sites, and Texas AgriLife Extension Service websites. Internet information 
that is questionable includes personal documentation sites, chat rooms, message boards, etc. 
11 4-H members should prepare a list of references (i.e. bibliography, works cited) for their 
presentation. 
 
SUBJECT MATTER: The skills and knowledge used in any 4-H contest should be the result of 
experiences in a project in which the member has participated. A presentation should relate to the 
contest entered, should contain current information, and should not be better suited for another 
contest. It should also be appropriate for the member’s age and experience. 
Appropriate credit should be given for references used. 
 
TIME LIMITS: A time limit of 12 minutes will be allowed for each Educational Presentation. An 
additional nine (9) minutes will be provided for on-stage arrangements and cleanup in 
connection with the presentation. A penalty of two points per minute or partial minute overtime 
will be deducted from the final score. 
 
VISUALS: The use of charts, photographs, computer graphics/programs, and other visual 
materials are permitted. Visuals should contribute to the presentation. Each presentation is an 
example of the participant’s ability to communicate an idea. 
 
JUDGES’ QUESTIONS: Judges and/or Superintendents may ask contestants’ questions at the 
end of their presentation. This will be done on the judge’s time. Only official judges and 
superintendents may ask questions of the contestants. 
 
SCORECARDS: 4-H Educational Presentation Score Sheet, 4-H 3-5.041 (Revised Aug. 2005) 
will be used by contest judges in scoring Educational Presentations regardless of presentation 
style (method demonstration, illustrated talk, or speech.) 
Separate scorecards are used in Public Speaking and Share-the-Fun. All score sheets are 
available on the Texas 4-H and Youth Development publication website. 
 



JUDGES GIFTS/HANDOUTS: Gifts (of any kind) may not be presented to the judges in any 
contest. Handouts may be made available to the entire audience. 
 
VIDEO, AUDIO, AND DISPLAY EQUIPMENT: The State 4-H Program and/or superintendents 
will be providing laptops, screens, extension cords and projectors for 2012. Youth should have all 
presentations in some form of Microsoft Office 2003 (PowerPoint, Word, or Excel.) All fonts 
used should be true type; these specifically include Arial and Times New Roman. If youth decide 
to use any other program or fonts youth will be responsible for bringing all equipment that is 
compatible with their presentation. 

 
Open – Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Entry Team 1 to 5 4-H members 
Youth will relate information to knowledge or skills learned in the field of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources. Topics may include: agronomy/crop production, farm and ranch economics, 
horticulture, meat science, shooting sports related fields, as well as any other ANR field of study. 
Before entering this category be sure presentation does not fit any other related educational 
presentation category. 
 

Open – Family and Consumer Sciences 
Entry Team 1 to 5 4-H members 
Youth will relate information to knowledge or skills learned in the field of Family and Consumer 
Sciences. Topics may include: consumer life skills, food and nutrition, housing and home 
environment, as well as any other FCS field of study. Before entering this category be sure 
presentation does not fit any other related educational presentation category. 
 

Beef 
Entry Team of 1 to 5 4-H members 
This contest allows 4-H members to given educational presentations on all aspects of the U.S. 
beef industry. Such topics include reproductive technologies, nutritional management, health, 
breeding and genetic considerations, behavior, beef carcasses and end products, production costs, 
and general management aspects. Presentations may target cow-calf, stocker, or feedlot industry 
sectors. 
 

Clothing and Textiles 
Entry Team of 1 to 5 4-H members 
4-H members present illustrated talks or method demonstrations on any clothing or textile topic. 
Individuals or teams of two demonstrate poise, presentation skills, and knowledge in various 
areas of clothing and textiles. 
Suggested Presentation Topics: 
Why do your clothes say made in “ ”? 
Can we shop made in the U.S.? 
What is the marketing merchandising in the clothing industry? 
Design and Business 
Cost us quality 
New fabric developments and finishes 



Designing or sewing for special needs 
Resources (conduct Google Search): 
Agnews Website - Livingroom 
Cotton Incorporated Website 
Fabric Link Website 
Family and Consumer Sciences Website 
Fabric and Magic 
The Soap and Detergent Association 
The Smithsonian Website 
Dress For Success Website 
Craft and Hobby Association Website 
Consumer Reports Website 
The Husqvanaviking Website 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Website 
Keeping You In Stitches Website 
Sewing Org Website 
McCall Website 
Kwik Sew Website 
Sewtique Website 
Livingsoft Northwest Website 

 
Companion Animals 
Entry Team of 1 to 5 4-H members 
Relate to skills learned in any project concerning the care, maintenance, or production of small 
animals (e.g. dogs, hamsters, fi sh, etc.). Do not draw from projects included in other Roundup 
contests (e.g. poultry, swine, and natural resources). Live animals are allowed. Arrangements to 
house animals’ off-campus must be made ahead of contest week with the contest superintendent. 
 
 

Health 
Entry Team of 1 to 5 4-H members 
Presentations should focus on healthy lifestyles, prevention and wellness, not illness/treatment. It 
is suggested that project experiences in this area include topics aimed at youth health, wellness 
and prevention and that the educational presentations be shared with other youth groups in the 
community to promote healthy lifestyles. 
All presentations must be supported by science based and current medical/ health journal articles 
(e.g., Journal of the American Medical Association, Annuals of Internal Guide Medicine.) or 
research based websites. No .com resources are allowed. 
Additional resources could come from Texas Agrilife Extension Service, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, and Texas Department of Health. 
Suggested Presentation Topics: 
Increasing physical activity 
Tobacco Prevention 
Alcohol Prevention 
Sun Safety 



Preventing the Spread of colds and flu 
Sleep 
Reducing Stress 
Sample On-line Resources: (NO .com websites) 
Texas Agrilife Extension Health page (http://fcs.tamu.edu/health/index.php) 
Get Movin’ Website (http://getmovin.tamu.edu ) 
Walk Across Texas Website (http://walkacrosstexas.tamu.edu) 
Don’t be a Dip Website (http://dontdip.tamu.edu) 
No Butts Website (http://nobutts.tamu.edu) 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (http://www.cdc.gov/cleanhands) 

 
Horse 
Entry Team of 1 to 5 4-H members 
Presentation is to cover the theory and/or practical skills learned in the 4-H Horse project and 
should be appropriate for presentation at a 4-H club meeting. The audience, after hearing the 
presentation, should be able to put information into practice to improve their production, 
management, training, or horse use knowledge and/or skills. 
 
CONTEST NOTE: The highest placing individual entry and team of two (2) 4-H members 
presenting a method demonstration or illustrated talk style of educational presentation, and the 
highest placing public speech will be eligible to represent Texas at the national 4-H opportunities 
(i.e. Southern Region, National Western 4-H Roundup, etc) for horse project members. This rule 
is because of the rules set forth by the national contest. 
 

Open 
Entry Team of 1 to 5 4-H members 
Relate to skills learned in a project in which the 4-H member has been involved. MAKE SURE 
YOUR PRESENTATION IS NOT APPROPRIATE FOR ANOTHER CONTEST. 

 
Promote 4-H 
Entry Team 1 to 5 4-H members 
The purpose of this contest is to: 1) encourage 4-H members to develop promotion and 
marketing skills as they market and interpret 4-H through various types of media and 
presentations, 2) increase the promotion of 4-H to non-4-H audiences in Texas, and 3) increase 
the number of people who join and support the 4-H program. The 4-H promotion should convey 
a contemporary image of 4-H in a changing society. Promotional methods might include: radio, 
television, illustrated talks, method demonstrations, newspaper, posters, projected images, 
exhibits, photographs, slide/tape presentations, puppets, PSA’s, speeches, drama, skits, videos, 
computer programs, etc. Contestants identify a non-4-H audience and demonstrate a promotional 
method which communicates the ideas or ideals of the 4-H program. Before entering this 
category be sure presentation does not fit any other related educational presentation category. 

 
Safety & Injury Prevention 
Entry Team of 1 to 5 4-H members 



Youth will relate to safe equipment designs and safe procedures or methods associated with the 
prevention of accidents in work, home, or recreational environments (e.g. safe methods of 
designs relative to home, farm or yard machinery, equipment, chemicals, and animals; 
prevention of accidents relative to falls, fire, electricity, boating, tractors, hunting, natural 
disasters, or traffic safety.) 
Suggested Presentation Topics 
Drinking and Driving Personal Safety 
ATV Safety Agri-Terrorism 
General Farm Safety Pesticide Safety 
Natural Disasters (flooding, tornadoes, hurricanes, drought, etc.) 
Hunter/Safety Education 
Resources 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov) 
Mothers Against Drunk Drivers (http://www.madd.org) 
National Criminal Justice Reference Service (http://www.ncjrs.org) 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (http://www.missingkids.com) 
ATV Safety Institute (http://www.atvsafety.org) 
Extension Disaster Education Network (http://www.eden.lsu.edu) 
Texas A&M Agriculture Safety & Health (http://agsafety.tamu.edu) 
National Ag Safety Database (http://www.cdc.gov/nasd) 
Environmental Protection Agency (http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/safety) 
University of Illinois Pesticide Safety Education (http://www.pesticidesafety.uiuc.edu/) 
Texas Parks and Wildlife (http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/learning/hunter_education/) 
Texas Safety Foundation (http://list.nsc.org/texas/foundation.php) 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Passenger (http://passengersafety.tamu.edu) 

 
Sheep and/or Goats 
Entry Team of 1 to 5 4-H members 
Relate to the production of sheep and/or goats or to the utilization of their meat, milk or fiber. 
Suggested Presentation Topics: 
Embryo transfer in Sheep and Goats 
Scrapie in Sheep and Goats 
The Future of Hair Sheep 
Internal Parasite Management in Sheep and Goats 
Objective Measure of Wool and Mohair 
Institutional Meat Purchase Specification (IMPS) for Goat Meat 



 

Public Speaking 
 

Individuals will present a 5-to-7 minute talk suitable as a platform speech or radio broadcast. The 
presentation should serve to persuade others regarding a particular issue or concern. Props and 
visual aids are not permitted and recordings of any type may not be used. Contestants should be 
prepared to answer questions concerning the subject matter of their presentation. Presentations 
will be scored with equal consideration of composition and delivery utilizing a score sheet 
(revised Aug 2005) specific to the Public Speaking Contest. Contestants selected as finalists will 
repeat then their presentations in a final round. 
*First Place individuals will be asked to present their speech at the Thursday night assembly. 
Suggested Presentation Topics 
Current events, youth issues, or other topics related to youth 
Topic Resources 
- Print media (e.g. newspapers, magazines, scholarly journals) 
- Broadcast media (e.g. television, cable, radio) 
- E-media (email, internet, websites) 
Texas 4-H Resources 
- Public Speaking - 4-H Style (COM 1-2.050) 
- 4-H Public Presentation Guide: Method Demonstrations and Illustrated Talks (4-H 3-5.012) 
- What is an Educational Presentation? (Fact Sheet) 
- Public Speaking Scoresheet 
Other 4-H Resources 
- Power Language: Activity Guide Ages 13 to 19, North Carolina State Cooperative Extension 
National 4-H Curriculum (http://www.n4hccs.org) 
- Communications 1 - Picking Up the Pieces 
- Communications 2 - Putting It Together 
- Communications 3 - The Perfect Fit 
- Communications Group Activity Helper’s Guide 
Suggested Resources 
- The Art of Public Speaking by Stephen E Lucas (ISBN-13:9780077306298) 
- A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking by Dan O’Hair, Rob Stewart, and Hannah Rubenstein 
(ISBN- 13: 9780312452070) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


