
Owners of farms, forests, nurseries and green-
houses that use pesticides in agricultural plant pro-
duction now have access to a new manual that out-
lines the new regulations and safeguards under the 
revised 2015 Worker Protection Standard. 

The new manual, called “How to Comply With the 
2015 Revised WPS for Agricultural Pesticides,” was 
recently released by the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and details the important new rules that 
impact employers of agricultural workers. 

The rules impact thousands of growers statewide. 
They include requirements for safety training, post-
ing of application information, application signage 
and verbal warnings, restrictions during applications, 
decontamination supplies, and emergency assistance. 

Compliance with most of the new rules will be 
required by January 2017. However, new training 
content, centrally displayed information, and applica-
tion exclusion zone restrictions will not be required 
until January 2018. 

Another change for growers is that the family ex-
emption under WPS has been expanded to include 
in-laws, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts, uncles, 
nieces, nephews and first cousins. 

The family exemption eliminates many WPS re-
quirements, including the handler minimum age, but 
not the requirement for personal protective equip-
ment, restricted entry intervals, or other restrictions 
during applications. 

The new compliance manual can be downloaded for 
free at pesticideresources.org/index.html. 
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CEU Rosters 

As has been the same since 2013, 

TDA no longer accepts paper ros-

ters from CEU activities. All CEU 

rosters must be submitted using the 

PA-411E (excel spreadsheet) and 

submitted electronically to TDA 

within 14 days of the activity. Exten-

sion personnel who submit the in-

correct paper rosters will have their 

rosters returned for correction and 

resubmission. Those who continue 

submitting the wrong electronic ros-

ters may have their 3 CEU privilege 

revoked.  

EPA Certification and 

Recertification  Changes 

The U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) has finalized stand-

ards for applicators who apply re-

stricted-use pesticides that are not 

available for purchase by the general 

public, and require special handling.  

Unwanted Pesticide 

Disposal 

Texas HB  572, relating to the dis-

posal of unwanted pesticides, was  

pre-filed on 12/12/16.  We will no-

tify you of any updates. 
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“By improving training and certification, those who apply these restricted use pesticides 
will have better knowledge and ability to use these pesticides safely,” Jim Jones an EPA As-
sistant Administrator for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Prevention said. 
EPA’s stricter standards would require all people who are certified to apply restricted use 
pesticides to be at least 18 years of age. These certifications must be renewed every five 
years.   

EPA is requiring specialized licensing for certain methods such as fumigation and aerial 
application that can pose greater risks if not conducted properly. For further protection, 
those working under the supervision of certified applicators will now receive training to use 
pesticides safely and to protect their families from “take-home” pesticide exposure. 
EPA expects the benefits of this rule to include fewer acute pesticide incidents to people, 
reduced chronic exposure and reduced incidents of ecological harm from pesticide use. 
States and Tribes may issue licenses to pesticide applicators with an EPA-approved pro-
gram who can demonstrate the ability to use these products safely. The final action also up-
dates requirements for state programs and for applicators obtaining licenses.  

Below is a comparison chart which details the changes in the final rule.  

EPA Certification and Recertification Changes Continued 
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For more information on the Certification of Pesticide Applicators Revised Rule Com-
parison go here:  

https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-worker-safety/certification-pesticide-applicators-revised-
rule-comparison 
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