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‘Address Food Insecurlty, Malnutrition, H
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l)harwad The University
of -Agricultural Sciences
(1JAS), Dharwad, conferred
'nonorary doctorates on Dr
Mark A Hussey, Interim
President, Texas A&M Uni-
versity, United States of
America and Dr Rajendra
Singh, the waterman of In-
dia, at its 27th annual convo-
cation held here on Thurs-

Pro-Chancellor and state
Agriculture Minister Krishna
Byregowda presented the
degrees in the absence of
Governor H R Bhardwaj.

The minister also hon-
oured Nishakumari, who
won 10 gold medals for the
year 2011-12 and M Malik,
who won 12 gold medals for
2012-13 among other stu-
dents.

Asmany as 845 candidates
were conferred various de-
grees on the occasion. A total
ofi576 Undergraduate de-
grﬁs 218 Postgraduate De-
grées, 51 PhDs and 160 Gold
medals were conferred on
the occasion.

Delivering the convocation
address, Dr Hussey called
upon the global community
oggcholars to collectively
wark towards solving prob-
lems such as food insecurity,
malnutrition and hunger.

He said currently one sixth
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of the world’s population is
suffering from chronic hun-
ger and at least 3.5 million
children die every year glob-
ally due to malnutrition. Not
only does hunger rob the
poor of a healthy and pro-
ductive life but it also leads
them to crime and civil un-
rest, he added.

He also said time was ripe
to act since 9 billion people
have to be fed by 2050. He
said universities are being
affected by the current trend
of declining funding to high-
er education.

Continuing with educa-
tion, research and discovery
in publicinterest, agriculture

universities must continue to
evolve ata pace that matches
the fundamental needs of the
people, he said.

He advised universities to
embrace new ideas, explore
new partnerships for fund-
ing and effectively commu-
nicate the successes of their
various programmes in or-
der to help policy makers
tackle problems such as food
security among others.

Vice Chancellor Dr D P
Biradar, deans and faculty
members were present.

‘Water Gonservation
a Grave Need’
Karpataka, whichwas notip

.N
the list of drought-prone re-
gions prior to Independence,
now tops the list.

Though thousands of
crores have been spent on
water conservation, disci-
plined use of water and wa-
ter conservation methods
are hardly found here, said
Dr Rajendra Singh, popu-
larly called as the Water-
man of India for his pio-
neering work in commu-
nity based efforts in water
harvesting.

Dr Singh was honoured
with a honorary doctorate at
the University of Agricul-
tural Sciences (UAS) here on
Thursday.

Agriculture Minister and Pro-Chancelior of the University of
Agricultural Sciences Krishna Byregowda conferring honorary
doctorates on Dr Mark A Hussey of Texas A&M University and Dr

Rajendra Singhji from Rajasthan at the annual convocation in Dhar-
wad on Thursday. Vice-Chancellor Dr D P Biradar looks on. Right: Gold
medallists Nishakumari and M Malik, who won 10 and 12 gold medals
respectively, showing them after the convocation | EXPRESS PHOTOS

Speaking on the occasion,
he said Karnataka is one

among those states facing™

acute water scarcity in the
country. Dr Singh, whose ef-
forts at water conservation
in Rajasthan rejuvenated
five seasonal rivers that had
dried up, stressed on the
need to control water evapo-
ration by linking rain and
erop patterns, besides un-
dertaking water conserva-
tion, vreatjng ground water
deposits among others.
Hededicated the honorary
doctorate conferred on him

' by the UAS to the farmers

who had taught him water
conservation.

Gold Medallists Hail
Parents, Teachers
Nishakumari, the ‘Golden
Girl’ who won 10 gold med-
als for 2011-12 and M Malik
the ‘Golden Boy’ who won 12
gold medals for 2012-13,
both from the Agriculture
College Dharwad, shared
their happiness with the me-
dia on the sidelines of the
Annual Convocation at the
University of Agricultural
Sciences (UAS) on Thurs-
day.

Nishakumari, who hails
from Madhubani district in
Bihar, said she was over-
whelmed by her achieve-
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Interim President, Texas A&Hl
University

ment and credited her suc
cess to her teachers anc
parents.

“The campus has a goo
envitonment which helpe
us concentrate en our
ies,” she said.

Her parents Arjun
and Meenakum: ariare
ers whileher younger;
er isworking with th
Space Research O
tion (ISRO): She said
wants to béeome an ei
preneur.

A job@s a Human
source Manager with R
ance Industries is awaitin
her inMumbai

M Malik hails from Kopy
in Chilkmagalur district ¢
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He dedicated] his suc®e
to'his parents, He said |
wants to join the Indj
Administrat Servic
(IAS).




