DHARWAD: Aspera Memo-
randum of Understanding
signed with Texas A&M Uni-
versity in USA years ago,
the State government de-
clared the opening of cen-
tres of excellence-- one each
at the University of Agricul-
ture Sciences, Dharwad
(USAD) and the University
of Horticulture Sciences,
Bagalkot (UHSB) to promote
agriculture and horticulture
inthe State.

The Cenrer of Excellence in
FFoods for Healch which will
come up in Bangalore and ad-
ministered by the University of
Horrticulrural Sciences,
Bagalkot, will give a filliptocul-
rivanon of fruisand vegembles
with high qualicy and rich nu-
tricional value and the Interna-
rional Center for Agriculture
Development, which will come
in Dharwad and administered
by the UAS, Dharwad will
give a boest comodern agricul-
rure.

Chief Minister Siddarama-
iah officially announced the
opening of the centres ata for-
mal funeaon held in Bangal ore
recendy. Interim President of
Texas University (TU) Mark
Hussey, TU’s Vegetable and
Fruit Improvement Center
(VFIC) director Bhimu Panl,
UAS, Dharwad Vice-Chancel-

Centres of excellence to promote

agri, horticulture products

UAS, Dharwad and Bagalkot Horticulture University identified for the
same as per MoU 51gned w1th Texas A&M Umversuy
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Chief Minister Su:ldaramalah mtemctlngs with Texas A&M Un iversity InterimPresident Mark
Hussey at a formal function held in Bangalore to declare the commencement of centres of ex-
cellence. FKCCI P Shivakumar, Dr Bhimu Patil, Dr D P Biradar are also present. oHPHOTO

lor D P Biradar were present.
Mr Siddaramaiah said, the
State government would en-
sure that the necessary funding
for the centres would be re-
leased soon.

The TUs Foods for Health
Inicanve and The Borlaug In-
sature of International Agricul-
rure will play a kev role as a
strategic partners for these
new centersand provide train-
ing for seienases and sudents
from UASD and UHSB. These
interdisciplinary cencers will
collaborare with other agricul-
mral and horticulural univer-
sifies, insamucesand centers re-
lared to medical sciences, food,
and nucrinon sciences across
the counmry.

TheFoods for Healch Center
will add value to fruics and veg-

etables,and foodingeneral.by al scienasts afcer their reare-

conducting research both at
the VIFICand at the new Center
of Excellence in Bangalore.
The new center will leverage
research conducred ar the
VFIC using the ‘Consumer to
Farm’approach, including pre
and post harvest aspects of re-
taining healch-promocing com-
pounds, examining ctheir role
in human healthcoreducerisk
from chronic diseases. It is an-
ticipared that these center will
focus on research and educa-
ronal acovioes to reduce the
risk of maloumridon, increase
the value of produce grown in
Karnataka. and enhance the
export portental of specific
Crops.

Theimmediare gaal of these
centers will to host internanon-

ment, tohelp them continuero
conribute for improving glob-
al agriculaure.

These new centers will em-
ulare and remember thelegacy
of Dr Borlaug, whoworked un-
al the age of 95, inintemation-
al agriculture, specifically in In-
dian agriculure and feeding
the world.

Odher activities planned in
parmership with these two cenr-
ters include developing a Dual
Certificare Programmein food,
nutritional security, and sus-
ainabilicy, and training select-
ed sciennses at the VIFIC inthe
area of foods for health, with
courses from Hortucultural and
Agricultural Universities inthe
state.
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