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VOLATILE U.S. CATTLE MARKET 

EXPECTED TO CONTINUE IN 2007 
 
     Uncertainty will continue to rule the 2007 U.S. 
cattle market, and farmers should continue to 
monitor the many factors that can cause significant 
price swings, said Walt Prevatt, Auburn University 
Extension economist. 
     “Cattle farmers should monitor several factors, 
including the length, extent and severity of the 
drought, growing supplies of broilers and pork, 
export and import sales of beef, broilers and pork, 
and consumer beef demand.” Prevatt said.  “The 
cattle markets could experience some volatile 
movements with abrupt changes in any of these 
factors or a combination of these factors.” 
     The U.S. net beef supply, he said, is expected 
to show some significant changes during 2007 
compared with 2006.”  Domestic beef production is 
forecast to increase by 0.8 billion lbs. or 3.1 
percent, beef and veal imports are expected to post 
a minor increase of 0.1 billion lbs., and beef and 
veal exports are expected to increase by about 0.4 
billion lbs.  Assuming these increases are realized, 
the U.S. net beef supply during 2007 will increase 
by about 0.6 billion lbs. or two percent. 
     Assuming there’s a stable domestic consumer 
beef demand, the combination of an increase in the 
U.S. net beef supply coupled with increases in the 
net broiler supply and the net pork supply will 
pressure farm-level beef cattle prices lower during 
2007, Prevatt said. 
     “Any changes in production and/or export and 
import levels of these three competing meats could 
cause major movements in beef prices.  Each 
industry is very capable of significantly altering 
production levels and is subject to wide changes in 
export and import levels.” 
     The highest average prices for all classes of 
cattle, Prevatt said, are expected during the first 
quarter of 2007.  The lowest average prices are 
expected during the third quarter for choice 
slaughter steers and during the fourth quarter for 
all other classes of beef cattle, he adds. 
     The simultaneous increases in the supplies of 
beef, broilers and pork are expected to pressure 
meat prices lower during 2007.  Driving the 
increase in net beef supply includes an increase in 
cattle inventory, heavier carcass weights, and 
larger levels of beef. 

     U.S. cattle inventories are expected to increase 
through 2010, with total cattle inventories expected 
to increase between five to seven million head.  
During this same time period, these increases are 
expected to increase domestic beef production by 
about 3 to 4 billion lbs. and reach about 28 billion 
lbs. of beef production by the end of the decade.  
These higher levels of beef production most 
certainly will result in lower beef prices.” Prevatt 
said. 

 
 

PRIVATE PESTICIDE APPLICATOR 
TRAINING 

     Texas Cooperative Extension (TCE) and the 
Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) offer 
certification and recertification training for private 
pesticide applicators.   
     The trainings are offered on the first Thursdays 
of March, June, September and December. Class 
time is from 8:30-12:30 pm at 3355 Cherry Ridge, 
Suite 208. 
     There is a manual that can be purchased in 
advance from the Extension Office for $25. After 
the training, a TDA inspector will administer the 
licensing exam, and the same day you know if you 
passed or not. You will then If the test is passed, a 
proof of training form is given to you to mail it to 
TDA’s central office in Austin with $60.00. 
      The TDA requires private pesticide applicators 
to earn 15 hours of continuing education units 
(CEUs) every five years to maintain licenses, 
including 2 hours of IPM and 2 hours of Laws & 
Regulations.  Commercial and Non-Commercial 
applicators must obtain 5 hours each year including 
1 hour from two of the three following categories: 
Laws & Regulations, Drift Minimization, or 
Integrated Pest Management. 
     Effective September 1, 2005, each commercial 
or non-commercial applicator license expires on the 
first anniversary of the date on which it was issued 
or renewed.  Also, each private applicator license 
expires on the fifth anniversary of the date on 
which it was issued or renewed. 
     Each County schedules classes as needed.  
Please contact the local Texas Cooperative 
Extension County Office for specific information.  
Please call and reserve a place at (210) 467-6575. 
Ask for Annette, the AG/NR secretary. 
 

       Texas Cooperative Extension  • The Texas A&M University System 
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OTHER PESTICIDE APPLICATOR EXAMS 
 

     TDA pesticide applicator license exams are 
offered in San Antonio the second Monday of the 
month from 8:30 - 3:30. The Region 4 / South 
Central TDA’s office is located at 8918 Tesoro 
Drive, Suite 120, San Antonio, TX. 78217. 
     Tests may be taken other days by making an 
appointment.  Always call the Regional TDA office 
at (210) 820-0288 in advance, to confirm date and 
availability. 
 

 
 

THE BEEF CHECKOFF TURNS 20 
 
     To celebrate 20 years of the Beef Checkoff 
Program, TBC will extend national efforts to Texas 
beef producers and consumers.  In Texas, TBC will 

provide 20
th
 anniversary posters to livestock 

markets and feedyards across the state as well as 
develop press materials for Texas media outlets.  
The poster highlights 20 milestones from the past 
20 years, such as the “Beef, It’s What’s For Dinner” 
campaign, research advancements and education 
projects.  Since the programs inception on October 
1, 1986, the Beef Checkoff has provided a 
framework for a coordinated state and national 
plan in research, information and promotion. 

 
 

 
NATIONAL ID IS DEAD 

 
     USDA effectively and quietly knocked the 
National Animal Identification System (NAIS) in the 
head last Wednesday. It did so with the unheralded 
publication of the "NAIS User Guide," which 
replaces all former NAIS draft documents. This 
document, for the first time, emphasizes NAIS as a 
voluntary program rather than as a steppingstone 
to a mandatory one.  
     In fact, at the very beginning, the guide 
explains, "USDA is not requiring participation in the 
program. NAIS can help producers protect the 
health and marketability of their animals -- but the 
choice to participate is theirs."  
     Late last month at a community outreach event 
in Kansas City, Chuck Conner, USDA Deputy 
Secretary, and Bruce Knight, USDA Under 
Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs, 
paved the way for the agency's back-pedaling.  
     "Since we've had some confusion on this, we 
need to be as clear as we can be. This is 'voluntary' 
with a capital V. Not a currently voluntary, then 
maybe a mandatory system. This is a permanently 
voluntary system at the federal level," Conner said.  
     "We're making it crystal clear that NAIS is 
voluntary -- no ifs, ands or buts," explained Knight. 

"Farmers can choose to register their premises. 
They can choose to participate in individual animal 
or group identification. And they can opt to be part 
of tracking. Or not."  
     The guide goes on to explain, "Participation in 
NAIS is voluntary at the federal level. Under our 
current authorities, USDA could make the NAIS 
mandatory, but we are choosing not to do so -- 
again, participation in every component of NAIS is 
voluntary at the federal level. The NAIS does not 
need to be mandatory to be effective; we believe 
the goals of the system can be achieved with a 
voluntary program. As producers become 
increasingly aware of the benefits of the NAIS and 
the level of voluntary participation grows, there will 
only be less need to make the program 
mandatory."  
     Absent from the "NAIS User Guide" are the 
suggested timelines and benchmarks for achieving 
an effective level of producer participation. Instead, 
USDA emphasizes its belief that market demands 
will provide the necessary incentive for 
participation.  
     That's possible, though it hasn't been the case, 
thus far. It's hard to imagine, too, the need 
commerce will see for a system cohesive and 
coordinated enough to provide the industry-wide, 
48-hour trace-back NAIS was designed to provide. 
Consequently, the only real incentive for animal ID 
remains to be the value individual producers see in 
it for management purposes.  
     So, it seems NAIS is over, at least for the 
tenure of the current administration.  
   You can find the complete "NAIS User Guide" at:   
animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/naislibrary/document
s/instructions_guidelines/NAIS-UserGuide.pdf. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomics level, race, color, 
sex, religion, disability or national origin.  The Texas A&M University System, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 
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U.S. Russia Deal Paves Way for 
U.S. Beef Exports 
WASHINGTON  (Dow Jones)—
The U.S. and Russia this weekend 
signed a deal that paves the way 
for the U.S.  to once again begin 
shipping beef to Russia after a 
nearly three-year ban, according to U.S. 
government and industry officials. 
     Russia, once the fifth-largest foreign market for 
U.S. Beef, agreed to resume imports after it is 
allowed to audit “all slaughter facilities desiring to 
export beef to Russia in an expeditious and timely 
manner so that trade resumes quickly.” 
     A U.S. Department of Agriculture official said 
Monday, the government is already preparing to 
receive Russian auditors so a list of eligible U.S. 
exporters can be drawn up. 
     Russia banned U.S. beef in December 2003, 
after mad-cow disease, or bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy, was discovered here. 
     Before the ban, Russia was the largest foreign 
buyer of beef livers from the U.S. and it was a 
growing market for “high-end muscle meats,” 
according to the U.S. Meat Export Federation. 
     Russia, as part of a larger agreement to secure 
U.S. approval for Russia’s accession into the World 
Trade Organization, agreed to buy boneless, bone-
in and beef by-products so long as the product 
comes from cattle under 30 months old. 
      In the agreement, Russia agrees to tolerance 
levels for bone fragments in the U.S. beef 
shipments.  Bone fragments have been the cause 
of disruptions to U.S. beef exports to other 
countries, but will not be an issue with Russia, the 
U.S. Trade Representative said. 
 
  
MEAT SHIPMENT LAW INTRODUCED 
     Bipartisan legislation (S.3519 and H.R. 6130) has been 
introduced in Congress to allow state-inspected meat and  
poultry products to be sold across state lines.  The law would 
resolve a basic inequity, which has been in effect since 1967. 
     The 1967 and 1968 Meat and Poultry Acts prohibit state-
inspected products (beef, poultry, pork, lamb and goat) from 
being sold in interstate commerce, even though they must 
equal or exceed federal inspection standards. 
     However, meat and poultry products from 34 countries 
can be freely shipped and sold anywhere in the United States 
as long as that foreign country’s inspection program is 
equivalent to U.S. federal standards. 
     Furthermore, the prohibition does not apply to products 
such as venison, pheasant, quail, rabbit and a host of others. 
     The National Association of State Departments of 
Agriculture is leading a national grassroots campaign to 
support passage of the legislation. 
 
 

     NASDA believes that removing the current ban on 
interstate sales will level the economic playing field for small 
business, spur more competition in the marketplace and 
create a more uniform inspection system. 
     Three USDA advisory committees have recommended 
that the outdated ban be removed, because it would create 
jobs and stimulate rural economic development. 
 
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 
BEXAR COUNTY 

 
The 2007 Annual San Antonio Area Beef 

Cattle Shortcourse 
 

At Palo Alto College- 
Performing Arts Room 100B 

 
Registration 6:00 pm -  Program begins 
promptly at 6:30 pm each evening 
 
          Thursday, Jan. 11th, 6:30 pm 
            Topics: 
           - Rudiments of Ranching 
           - Hay – How Much is it Worth? 
               Do you Really Need it? 
 
         Thursday, Jan 18th, 6:30 pm 
            Topics: 
          -  Management Practices – 

    Can Do, Should Do & Must Do 
 -  Rangeland Monitoring 
 
Thursday, Jan. 25th, 6:30 pm 
Topics: 
-  Beef Improvement Federation,            
Expected Prodgency Difference and 
Overview of Ultrasound 
- Pasture, Rangeland Insurance              
Program 
 

One General CEU will be offered 
 Per Session 

  
Shortcourses are Free 
– No Pre-Registration Required 

 
For More Information,  
Call Jerry Warren @ (210) 467-6575 
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