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2007 Bexar County 
Beef Cattle Field Day 
 
This year’s Beef Cattle Field Day 
is scheduled to take place on 
Saturday, May 5, at Connell Life 
Skills and Livestock Center at 
Boysville in Converse, TX, with 
registration at 8:30 am – 9:00 am.  
Some of the topics to be 
discussed will include: 
- Economics of Hay Produc-  
   tion 
- Pasture Management 
- Beef Cattle Nutrient  
   Requirements & Drought 
   Feeding Strategies                                                               
- Projection of Cattle Market 
   Trends 
- Pesticide Laws & Regulations 
 
Five (5) CEU’s will be offered, 
pending approval.  The cost of the 
event is $10.00, which includes 
registration and lunch.  For 
further information, please visit 
our website at:  bexar-tx.tamu.edu 
or you may contact Jerry Warren,  
Bexar County CEA-Ag at 210-
467-6575.  Please RSVP to 
Annette at (210) 467-6575 by 
Tuesday, May 1, 2007. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Would You Like to 
Become a Member of 
the South Texas Area 
Farm & Ranch Club? 
 
The purpose of the South Texas 
Area Farm and Ranch club is to 
provide a forum to discuss issues 
affecting agriculture and the 
agrifood industry; support 
effective leadership in agriculture; 
provide outstanding monthly 
educational programs; to keep 
members informed of pending 
legislation which might affect 
them and/or their businesses; and 
to support and maintain a 
working relationship with various 
agricultural organizations, with 
particular emphasis on supporting 
the Texas Agrifood program.  
Meetings are held at 12:00 pm 
every 3rd Thursday of the month.  
The cost is $7.00 which includes a 
lunch and a guest speaker.  The 
meetings are held at Aggie Park, 
6205 West Avenue, San Antonio, 
TX.  The cost to become a 
member is $20.00.  If you are 
interested, please contact Annette 
at 210-467-6575. 

 
 
Reuters By Charles Abbott 
The House Appropriations 
Committee on Thursday approved 
an estimated $3.8 billion in 
disaster relief that farmers and 
ranchers say they need but that 
the Bush administration has not 
endorsed. 
 

The committee approved the 
disaster funding for crop and 
livestock losses since 2005, along 
with $48 million "for stabilizing 
payment delivery systems of the 
Farm Service Agency." Deputy 
Agriculture Secretary Chuck 
Conner said this week that FSA's 
computer system was antiquated. 
Lawmakers included the 
agricultural funding in a $124.1 
billion spending bill, most of 
which was devoted to paying for 
the war in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
 
Farm groups have worked since 
late 2005 to persuade Congress to 
approve disaster aid for farmers 
and ranchers. The Bush 
administration says the farm 
spending should be offset by cuts 
in other agricultural programs. 
 
Also in the bill was language to 
extend the life of the Milk Income 
Loss Contract subsidy. 
 
In a report with the bill, the 
Appropriations Committee direct- 
ed the Agriculture Department to 
"perform comprehensive over-
sight" of plans by Indiana to 
privatize delivery of food stamp 
benefits and to report every three 
months on how the contractor's 
performance. 
 
Earlier on Thursday, House 
Agriculture Committee chairman 
Collin Peterson, Minnesota 
Democrat, said the disaster aid 
totaled about $3.8 billion and 
would run similar to past relief 
programs.           (cont. on pg. 2) 
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                       (Cont. from pg 1) 
Growers would be compensated 
for losses that exceed 35 percent 
of normal at two-thirds of the 
usual price for their crops. 
Ranchers would get aid for 
livestock losses and help in paying 
for feed. 
 
Next week has been designated as 
Agriculture Week in Texas and 
March 21 has been designated as 
National Agriculture Day.  A 
number of activities and 
educational booths will available 
at the Texas Capitol and adjacent 
grounds. 
 
On Thursday, March 22, a Taste 
of Texas luncheon from 11:am to 
2:pm on the southwest Capitol 
grounds will be hosted by the 
Texas agriculture industry 
representatives.  Bar-B-Que and 
all the fixings will help celebrate 
Agriculture Week. 
 
Here are some interesting points 
about state's agricultural industry 
as presented by Texas Agriculture 
Commissioner, Todd Staples: 
 
The top 20 AG industries in 
Texas are: 
1. Cattle, $7.6 billion - 1st in 
      inventory 
2. Cotton (Lint and Seed), $1.8 
    billion – 1st in production 
3. Poultry/Eggs, $1.7 billion 
4. Nursery, $1.3 billion 
5. Milk, $982 million 
6. Timber, $759 million 
7. Feed Grains, $747 million 
8. Food Grains, $382 million 
9. Vegetables, $371 million 
10. Horses, $342 million - 1st in 
     inventory 
11. Oil seeds, $262 million 
12. Hay $225 million - 1st in 
     production 
13. Hogs, $103 million 
14. Goats $97 million - 1st in 
      production 
15. Pecans, $96 million - 2nd in 
      production 

16. Potatoes, $93 million 
17. Citrus, $89 million 
18. Sheep, $60 million - 1st in 
      production 
19. Sugarcane, $45 million 
20. Fruit, $29 million 

 
 
Other Tidbits: 
 
● Texas is the second-largest 
agricultural state in the U.S. 
accounting for about seven 
percent of the total U.S. 
agriculture income. 
 
● The food, horticulture and fiber 
industry is the second-largest 
industry in the state and 
generates $73 billion a year for 
the economy, or approximately 
9.5 percent of the state’s total 
gross state product. 
 
● 80% of the land in Texas is in 
some form of agricultural 
production. 
 
● 92% of Texas’ agricultural 
operations are still run by 
individuals or families. 
 
● Agriculture employs one out of 
every seven working Texans.  
 
● Texas ranks first in the nation 
in the number of cattle 
operations and the value of all 
cattle and calves. 
 
● Texas is the top producer of 
cotton, hay, sheep, wool, goats, 
mohair and horses. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Voluntary Animal ID 
Passed from 
Committee 
The House Agriculture and 
Livestock Committee earlier this 
week passed HB 461 by Miller 
that, if approved, would prohibit a 
mandatory animal ID program in 
Texas.  The measure must be 
acted upon and approved by 
House vote before it can be 
addressed in the Senate.  While 
the proposal is expected to be 
passed from the House, it is 
uncertain at this time as to how 
the Senate will address this 
controversial issue.  So far, there 
has been no companion legislation 
filed on the Senate side of the 
capitol rotunda. 

 
 
Animal Cruelty Bills 
Bills that address animal cruelty 
have been introduced in the 
House (HB 2328 by Woolley) and 
Senate (SB 1100 by Whitmire).  
These are companion bills. 
 
The effort to address animal 
cruelty is not new to the Texas 
Legislature.  In fact, this well 
debated issue has arisen during 
each of the past several legislative 
sessions.  Agriculture is 
particularly interested in how any 
such legislation might be 
interpreted when applied to 
livestock and farm animals 
normally handled in routine day to 
day activities. 
 
Some Ag representatives are 
fearful that animal cruelty 
legislation, no matter how tightly 
written, might allow over zealous 
animal rights groups to get their 
foot in the door.  That, they say, 
could eventually adversely affect 
legitimate livestock operations. 

 



 3

Plan for Drought’s 
Effects in 2007 
Winter is a slow time in the soils 
and crops discipline.  That makes 
it a good time for assessing the 
past year and planning for the 
future.  It doesn’t take to assess 
2006 from a standpoint of 
growing plants, because there’s 
almost nothing good to say.  
Severe drought made it one of the 
worst years on record for pastures 
and crops in our area.  Some of 
the effects of the drought will still 
be felt in 2007. 
 
Soil test to discover if there is 
carryover nitrogen in your 
pastures. 
1)  Pasture weeds will 
probably be bad in 
2007.  Weed seeds 
germinate much more 
readily were there is 
not a solid canopy of ground 
cover than they do when there is 
thick vegetation.  
 
The drought forced most cattle 
producers in some areas to 
overgraze, leading to   either bare 
ground or very short grass going 
in the winter.  This will probably 
lead to a much higher weed 
infestation than normal in spring 
2007.  You still need to scout your 
fields in the spring before you 

spray, but prepare 
yourself and budget 
for an herbicide 
application, since it 
likely will be needed 
 

2)   If we have a severe winter, 
pastures may suffer more winter 
kill this year than normal.  We 
recommend leaving residual 
growth in pastures for several 
reasons.  One reason is the 
insulation value the dormant grass 
provides to the soil. 
 

Since most of the pastures in this 
area have been grazed to the 
ground   and   have    very little 
dormant grass, cold will penetrate 
deeper than it would if the 
residual  height of the grass was at 
recommended levels.  This could 
result  in   higher   than   average 
mortality of the perennial pasture 
grasses.  If the winter kill is worse-
than  normal, it will lead to even 
more weeds than normal in the 
spring and summer 
 
3)  There is one piece of good 
news from drought if you applied 
nitrogen fertilizer during 2006, the 
odds are good that some of it is 
still there.  Nitrogen is removed 
from the soil either through crop 
removal or intense rainfall. Both 
of these elements were lacking in 
2006.  The best way to determine 
if you have carryover nitrogen on 
introduced pasture forages is to 
collect a good soil sample. 
 
For best results, wait until near 
the time you would ordinarily 
apply fertilizer to collect the soil 
samples.  To more accurately 
assess your carryover nitrogen 
amount, take samples from both 
the 0-to-6 inch and 6-to-12 inch 
levels.  While the forage situation 
looks very poor now, it’s nothing 
that can’t be cured by good 
rainfall, fertilizer on introduced 
pastures and herbicide, if needed.  
Hope and pray for large amounts 
of timely rainfall, and be ready to 
apply the fertilizer and herbicide 
when the time comes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

West Texas Beef 2010 
Beef Quality 
Management Market 
Cattle and Cows, 
San Angelo, Texas 
 
Four Beef Management Session 
Session 1 – Feeder Calf 
Evaluation and Management 
April 26, 2007  Producers 
Livestock Auction, 5:30 pm 
Dinner Provided 
 
Session 2 – Cull Cow 
Management Dollars and Sense 
July 12, 2007,  Angelo State 
University Meat Lab and San 
Angelo Beef Processors.  Tour 
begins at 1:30 pm at San Angelo 
Beef Processors and the Evening 
Program at 5:30 pm at the ASU 
Meat Lane – Dinner provided. 
 
Session 3 – Factors the Impact 
Feedyard  Performance and 
Finished Steer Evaluation 
September 27, 2007, Angelo State 
University Meat Lab and 
Feedyard, 5:30 pm.  Dinner 
provided. 
 
Session 4 – Beef 706 – Finished 
Cattle and Carcass Value and 
Wrap-up 1.5 day Workshop 
October 9-10, 2007, ASU Meat 
Lab. 

 
Consumers May Balk 
As FDA OKs Cloned 
Meat, Milk 
By declaring milk and meat from 
cloned farm animals safe to eat, 
federal regulators have opened the 
door to far-reaching changes in 
livestock production.  But 
industry concerns about consumer 
squeamishness toward cloning 
suggest cloned beef and pork 
won’t be on sale at supermarket 
meat counters anytime soon. 
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Texas Cooperative Extension 
3355 Cherry Ridge Drive S-212 
San Antonio, Texas 78230      
MARCH  2007 
 
 
 READ UPON RECEIPT! 
  DATED MATERIAL! 
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