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2010 Texas A&M Beef Cattle 
Short Course Aug. 2-4 

COLLEGE STATION – The 56th annual Texas A&M 
Beef Cattle Short Course, sponsored by the Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service, is scheduled Aug. 2-4 at 
Texas A&M University in College Station. 

A wet spring and a historic 
rebound in cattle prices have 
spurred optimism among 
ranchers across Texas. 
However, a fairly dry April has 
some beef producers 
concerned that they are 
heading into another drought, 

said Dr. Jason Cleere, AgriLife Extension beef cattle 
specialist and conference coordinator. 

"The long-term cattle market outlook and preparing for 
the next drought are just two of the many topics that 
will be discussed in the 21 different cattleman’s college 
sessions at the short course," Cleere said. 

"Planning committee members from around the state 
have met with us and helped us put together another 
outstanding program. The short course has become one 
of the most comprehensive beef cattle educational 
programs in the U.S." 

The cattleman’s college portion of the three-day short 
course provides participants with an opportunity to 
choose workshops based on their level of production 
experience and the needs of their ranch, Cleere said. 

"These concurrent workshops will feature information 
on ranch management, nutrition, reproduction, genetics, 
pastures, carcass evaluation, record keeping, brush  

 

busting, cattle handling, landowner issues and much 
more," he said. 

In addition to classroom instruction on Aug. 2-3, 
participants can attend one of the popular 
demonstrations on the morning of Aug. 4. 

"There will be demonstrations on chute-side calf 
working, cattle behavior, penning, selection and brush 
busting," Cleere said. "These provide an opportunity for 
ranchers to see beef cattle production practices put to 
use." 

"The goal of the short course each year is to provide the 
most cutting-edge information that is needed by beef 
cattle producers, and this year is no exception," he said. 

Participants can receive a pesticide applicator’s license 
during the short course, and can earn numerous 
pesticide continuing education units if already licensed, 
Cleere added. 

An industry trade show will be held during the event 
featuring more than 110 agricultural businesses and 
service exhibits. 

Registration is $140 per person and includes educational 
materials, a copy of the 600-page Beef Cattle Short 
Course proceedings, trade show admittance, admission 
to the prime rib dinner, meals and daily refreshments. 

Registration information and a tentative schedule will be 
mailed to previous participants in June but can also be 
found on the short course website at 
http://beef.tamu.edu. 

Producers can register online at http://beef.tamu.edu 
or contact Cleere’s office at 979-845-6931. 

http://beef.tamu.edu/
http://beef.tamu.edu/


ANCH ESTATE PLANNING 
SEMINAR - AUGUST 4-5, 2010 

This seminar is offered to provide participants 
enough information on tax and estate planning 
matters to help them make difficult estate planning 
decisions.  New tax changes will be covered. 

 
College Station Conference Center 

1300 George Bush Drive 
College Station, Texas  77840 

 
Registration Fee:  $150 per person includes                                                                                                                             
refreshments, all seminar materials and lunch.  
Enrollment is limited.     
If you have any questions, call Connie at  
(979) 845-2226 or csmotek@tamu.edu 

 

Exporting-to-Cuba Workshop 
Scheduled June 16 in San Antonio 

     A conference on Exporting to Cuba, co-sponsored 
by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, the Texas-
Cuba Trade Alliance and Free Trade Alliance San 
Antonio, is scheduled June 16 in San Antonio at the 
International Center, 203 South St. Mary’s St. 
     "This conference is designed to provide the 
information, education and contacts to facilitate the 
export of food, agricultural commodities and forestry 
products to Cuba," said Dr. Parr Rosson, AgriLife 
Extension economist and director of the Center for 
North American Studies at Texas A&M University. 
     The conference will help producers, ranchers, 
agribusiness, export service providers, banks and 
government officials "better understand and reach the 
Cuban export market," Rosson said. 
     Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. followed by 
opening remarks by Kyle Burns, president and chief 
executive officer of the San Antonio Free Trade 
Alliance. Jonathan Brown, professor with the Institute 
for Latin American Studies at the University of Texas, 
will discuss "Where is Cuba Headed?" followed by 
Rosson, who will present, "The Cuban Market for 
Food and Agricultural Products." 
     The cost is $50.  To register, contact Joseph Marks at 
the Free Trade Alliance in San Antonio at 210-229-9036 
or e-mail jmarks@freetradealliance.org. Conference 
information also can be found at 
www.freetradealliance.org 
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2010 MULTI-COUNTY 
FIELD CROPS TOUR 

 
 
When…..Tuesday, June 29 
 
Where….Hondo City Park No.1 
                FM 462 North, Hondo, TX 
 
Time……7:30 am – 4:00 pm 
 
Topics to include:   
 Field Tour, IPM, Disease Issues, 
 Laws & Regulations, 
 Issue Certificates 
 
Catered Lunch Will Be Included 
 
Five (5) CEUs (One IPM, 1 L&R, 
3 General) Will Be Given 
 
$5.00 Registration RSVP to 
Jason Ott, CEA- Agriculture in 
Medina County at (830) 741-6180 
By Thursday June 24. 
 
 

Private Applicator Training 
 

 
When……Thursday, September 2, 2010 
Where…...Texas AgriLife Extension Service 
                  3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 208 
Time……..8:15 am – 12:30 pm 
 
The cost is $50.00, which includes the 
manuals, worksheet & lunch.  To make a 
reservation, please call Angel Torres at  
(210)  467-6575. 

mailto:jmarks@freetradealliance.org
http://www.freetradealliance.org/


OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
ONLINE RAINWATER 
HARVESTING COURSE 
GIVEN 

AgriLife Extension Course on Rainwater Capture 
for Livestock, Wildlife 

 The Texas AgriLife 
Extension Service is offering 
three opportunities for 
small-acreage landholders to 
participate in an online 
course on rainwater 
collection for livestock and 
wildlife. 

The four-lesson "Rainwater Harvesting for Livestock 
and Wildlife" course, which can be taken from 
anywhere there is reliable Internet access, is designed to 
be completed over a four-week period, according to 
Justin Mechell, the AgriLife Extension program 
specialist in College Station coordinating course 
offerings.  

"Though we have made these four lessons to where 
they can be reasonably completed in the four-week time 
frame we have established, the course may be 
completed more quickly if desired," he said. "If a 
participant is planning on using a dial-up Internet 
connections, that's OK, but download times for course 
materials may be lengthy." 

Mechell said while he expects most participants will be 
from throughout Texas, there likely will be others taking 
the course from different states too.  

The entire training for this self-directed course will be 
hosted online and the techniques discussed can be used 
on large and small scales, Mechell said. 

"Through this course, participants will gain an 
understanding of rainwater system designs and sizes for 
collecting rainwater for use by livestock and wildlife," he 
said. 

Course opportunities will be offered within the time 
frames of June 7-July 2, July 26-Aug. 20 and Sept. 13-
Oct. 8. The course lessons can be taken and completed 
at any time within the selected registration period.  

The courses will be facilitated by Mechell and Billy 
Kniffen, an AgriLife Extension state water resource 

specialist from Menard County. Each of the four course 
lessons is comprised of a Power Point presentation with 
audio, assignments, discussion board and supporting 
videos and publications. 

"The discussion board allows participants to ask 
questions directly to the course teachers," Mechell said. 

The first lesson, "Rainwater Harvesting Introduction," 
will address the growing need for rainwater harvesting 
as a source for water. Rainwater harvesting basics will 
be discussed, including rainwater system components, 
set-up, use and maintenance. There also will be 
discussion on Texas law related to rainwater harvesting 
and financial incentives for installing a system.  

The second lesson is "Rainwater Harvesting for 
Livestock" and focuses on livestock water needs along 
with rainwater system designs and the calculations to 
determine the size of the system needed to provide for 
them. 

"Rainwater Harvesting for Wildlife" is the third lesson 
and covers how rainwater systems can be used to help 
attract wildlife. It includes discussion of proper wildlife 
management, rainwater harvesting methods for 
attracting desired species and correct sizing of a system 
for wildlife use. Examples, concerns and benefits of 
attracting wildlife also are discussed in this lesson.  

The final lesson is the 
"Conclusion" portion and is a 
retrospective on how an entire 
rainwater harvesting system 
works, as well as a review on the 
design, application, set-up, 
maintenance and benefits of 
rainwater harvesting.  

Each course lesson should take two to three hours to 
complete, Mechell said. 

The cost for the online course is $50 and registration is 
through the Texas AgriLife Extension Conference 
Services website at http://agrilifevents.tamu.edu.  

The courses can be found by clicking the "Online 
Courses" tab on the Conference Services list on the 
site's home page and then scrolling down.  

For more information, contact Mechell at 979-845-1395 
or visit http://rainwaterharvesting.tamu.edu .  

 



Rainwater Harvesting Training 
Camp Aug. 16 - 20 in Junction 

JUNCTION - A new statewide 
Rainwater Harvesting Training 
Camp has been set for Aug. 16-20 
on the Texas Tech University 
campus in Junction.  

The course is sponsored by the 
Texas AgriLife Extension Service 
and Texas Tech University in Junction.  

"This camp is a five-day intensive educational course for 
those interested in expanding their knowledge of 
rainwater harvesting and rain catchment systems while 
getting lots of practical, real-life experience with the 
construction and installation of these systems," said 
Billy Kniffen, AgriLife Extension water resource 
specialist and the lead instructor for the camp. 

The course will include tours of rainwater harvesting 
systems ranging in size from 50 to 250,000 gallons, 12 
hours of hands-on construction experience and 20 
hours of 300-level American Rainwater Catchment 
Systems Association classes. 

"This is the first time we have offered such an intensive 
and extensive rainwater harvesting program," said Brent 
Clayton, an AgriLife Extension assistant in the 
biological and agricultural engineering department at 
Texas A&M University in College Station. "We consider 
this a truly statewide program that will attract people 
from throughout Texas and possibly beyond. We've 
selected some extremely knowledgeable people to 
provide instruction and give the benefit of their 
expertise." 

Clayton, who helped develop and coordinate the camp, 
said those who would benefit most from attending the 
camp would be people who are “serious about rainwater 
harvesting” or plan to provide instruction on rainwater 
harvesting to others. 

Training instruction will be provided primarily by 
AgriLife Extension experts, including Kniffen, Justin 
Mechell, Dr. Fouad Jaber, Dr. Dotty Woodson, Dr. 
Bruce Lesikar and John Smith. Other experts providing 
instruction will include Tim Pope, Northwest Rainwater 
Company; Gary Bryant, Texas Water Resources 
Institute; Dan Pope, American Society of Irrigation 
Consultants; Dr. Megan Dominguez, Texas Tech 
University; and Jack Shultz of Shultz Engineering. 

Program instruction begins at 1 p.m. Aug. 16 with a 
training overview, then a presentation on watersheds, 
stormwater and commercial rain gardens. Dinner will be 
served at 6 p.m.  

 
 

Plan NOW to Keep the Farm in 
the Family  

Regardless if you are 35 or 65, what would 
happen if you became too ill to manage your ranch, or if 
you died suddenly, and only one of your children 
wanted to carry on the operation?  It’s never too soon 
to plan, and making the appropriate decisions now can 
save your family money and strife, and ensure your 
wishes are known and carried out.  Texas A&M 
University’s Dr. Wayne A. Hayenga, professor emeritus, 
attorney and nationally recognized speaker, will present 
a practical, easy-to-understand and not-to-be-missed 90-
minute session on estate planning at 8:30 a.m. Friday, 
June 11, at the Independent Cattlemen’s Association 
Convention in College Station.   

While Dr. Hayenga advises that individuals work 
with one of the 500 or so Texas attorneys who 
specialize in estate planning and probate, he will provide 
an overview of issues to be considered and discuss the 
six documents considered to be the tools for ensuring 
the future of the family estate.  These include power of 
attorney, medical power of attorney, the nomination of 
a guardian, a “living will” or ultimate medical directive, 
and the will and trusts. 

Although the will appoints an executor and lists 
who receives items, Dr. Hayenga explained that trusts 
can be a more efficient and tax-saving method for 
distributing property to heirs. Currently there is no 
estate tax, but Dr. Hayenga said that, without legislative 
changes, the law will revert in 2011, allowing only $1 
million to pass tax-free to heirs.  Because the value of 
land, livestock, buildings, equipment, stocks and bonds 
can quickly add up, advanced planning is needed to save 
estate taxes. 

Even if an estate is small, planning ahead for 
powers of attorney, and other life-ending eventualities 
can reduce family stress, and financial hardships in the 
future, said Dr. Hayenga. “When it comes to 
preparation, sooner is better than later.”   

Dr. Hayenga’s presentation at the ICA 
Convention is open to everyone, and full or single day 
registration is available.  Convention information, 
schedule and registration documents are available on the 
ICA web site at 
http://www.icatexas.com/referenceforms.html, or by 
calling the ICA office in Lockhart at 512-620-0162.   

http://www.icatexas.com/referenceforms.html


CATTLE PRICES NEAR 
SEASONAL PEAK 
Cattle prices may be near a 
seasonal peak as feedlots 
expand inventories and 
consumers shun costlier 
beef, analyst Marty Foreman 
says. 
 
Wholesale beef prices have 
reached the highest levels in almost two years, an 
increase that will continue to ripple through to the 
supermarket meat case in coming weeks. With the 
economy still recovering from recession, pricier steaks 
and burgers threaten to turn off consumers. 
 
“We expect higher beef prices to slow demand,” said 
Foreman, who’s with Doane Advisory Services. 
 
For cattle feeders, cash prices that topped $100 per 
hundredweight in the U.S. Plains this month may be 
about as good as it gets for the near future, Foreman 
said.  
 
“With cash prices near the $100 mark, a seasonal high is 
expected soon,” Foreman said. “While on-feed numbers 
may remain below a year ago for another month or two, 
slaughter levels increase during the spring into the 
summer, which tends to pressure prices.” 
 
Cattle futures in Chicago rose yesterday after a U.S. 
Department of Agriculture report April 23 showed 
fewer animals than expected were sent into feedlots 
during March. 
 
While beef producers have shrunk herds the past three 
years, cattle on feed inventories may start exceeding 
2009 levels by June or July, Foreman estimated. 
 
At the beginning of this month, cattle on feed in Texas 
and other top beef states totaled 10.77 million head, 
down 3.5 percent from a year earlier, according to the 
April 23 USDA report. That was the lowest April 1 
inventory in six years. 
 
Higher on-feed numbers won’t necessarily signal an end 
to the beef industry’s contraction phase, Foreman said.  
 
“That has to do with the overall inventory of cattle,” he 
said.  Evidence of herd expansion is not likely until 
January 2011, or more likely July 2011, Foreman said. 
 
 

Futures traders still expect higher cattle prices toward 
the end of 2010, based on today’s prices. December 
cattle ended trading today around 96.325 cents a pound, 
down 1.6 cents. 
 
Source: Bruce Blythe, Business Editor 

 
 
WHEN IS THE BEST TIME TO 
INSEMINATE COWS? 
     A recent review of 
research on factors involved 
in artificial insemination has 
been published. Some studies 
had found that once-daily 
insemination equaled the 
“AM-PM rule” in pregnancy 
rate. Other reports indicated single, timed 
insemination coupled with administration of 
gonadotrophin-releasing hormone to induce ovulation 
30 hours later resulted in pregnancy rates similar to 
breeding after detection of estrus. These findings 
questioned whether the range of time for successful 
AI may be longer than previously thought. 
     The author of the recent review examined results 
of work where electronic devices were used to 
determine exactly when estrus occurred relative to 
time of AI. Based on fertilization rate, embryo quality, 
and pregnancy rates, the author concluded the AM-
PM rule, whereby cows are bred 12 hours after estrus 
is detected, “still represents the optimum timing for 
AI.” (Virginia Polytechnic Institute; Proc. 2009 Beef 
Improvement Federation Ann. Res. Symposium, p. 71) 
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Cattle Breeding: You May Be 
Small, But You Can "Play Big" 
 
When it comes to using many of the current beef 
improvement technologies that are available to us, the 
most common excuses given as to why a given resource 
is not utilized is the fact that our average cowherd is 
relatively small (less than 50 head) or that the producer 
just doesn't have the time to implement a practice 
because of other farming demands or off-farm 
employment. I would challenge that these are weak 
excuses at best. 
 
The quickest method to make significant genetic 
improvement with your next calf crop is to implement 
artificial insemination (A.I.). Producer testimonials 
and surveys speak loud and clear that time and labor 
are the main reasons that artificial insemination is not 
a more widely used practice. If a producer is willing 
to devote 10 days or less to an artificial insemination 
program, there are certainly viable options available. 
 
One of the more popular heat synchronization 
programs has been the "7 day CO-Synch + CIDR" 
program for observed heat and timed A.I. systems. 
Here is a basic outline of this program: Today you 
insert a CIDR and administer a shot of gonadotropin-
releasing hormone (GnRH). Seven days later you 
remove the CIDR and administer a shot of 
prostaglandin (PGF). You can breed A.I. based on 
observed heat or utilize timed breeding at 60-72 hours 
following the administration of PGF. If you utilize 
timed breeding, administer another shot of GnRH at 
the time of breeding. Research involving over 3,000 
cows in this program with a 60-72 hour timed 
breeding system resulted in average conception rates 
of 51-54%. 
 
If you shop around, you will find a variety of prices 
for the products used in these A.I. systems. There is 
also a wide range of prices for the semen on beef bulls 
that are available. The bottom line is that for a $35-
$50 investment per cow, you can have 50-65% of 
your herd's calves sired by a genetically superior bull. 
I will not delve into the obvious economic advantages 
of genetically superior calves in this article. 
 
 What are some alternative strategies for adding 
replacement heifers that will allow you to keep a 
desirable herd sire for a longer period of time? If you 
must keep your own replacement heifers, utilize 
artificial insemination with proven calving ease sires. 

You may want to start with a couple extra heifers to 
allow for the realistic possibility that you will not get 
every heifer bred. Consider sending potential 
replacement females to a heifer development center 
and have those return to your operation after they are 
confirmed bred. Another possibility is to sell all heifer 
calves produced and purchase quality bred heifers that 
meet your selection criteria. 
 
What are some alternative strategies for managing the 
herd sire? The following suggestions will require 
some cooperation with another producer, one who 
hopefully has similar goals and ambitions in terms of 
the type of cattle produced and how they are 
managed. Consider buying 2 or more bulls together 
with another producer and plan on rotating them 
between each herd every two years. After two years of 
use, you will know something about the breeding 
ability of each bull and they will certainly be able to 
handle more cows than in the first year of use. 
Attempt to find a producer that calves the opposite 
time of the year (spring vs. fall) from you and switch 
possession of the bull every six months. Each of these 
alternative bull scenarios will require greater 
biosecurity for herd health management. Consult your 
veterinarian for recommended health protocol. 
 
It is extremely important that producers have a long-
term genetic plan to produce the highest quality calves 
from their herd. Take aggressive steps to retain 
ownership of known superior genetics. It would be a 
shame to let go of them prematurely. Sports provide 
us a very recent example of the problem with letting 
go of a superior individual before realizing their full 
potential. Ask the San Diego Chargers football team if 
they let go of Super Bowl winning quarterback Drew 
Brees a bit too soon! 
 
Source: John Grimes, Extension Educator, Ohio State 
University Extension - Highland County 
 

http://www.selectsires.com/beef/directory/cow_synchprotocol_2009.pdf
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Certified Crop Adviser Exam 
Friday, August 6, 2010 

 
The August Exam Sites will be in 

Lubbock and La Grange. 
 

You can obtain an exam registration 
form by contacting the International 

Certified Crop Adviser Program at 
(866) 359-9161 or 

www.certifiedcropadviser.org 
 
The registration application must be 
postmarked by June 25 in order to be 
eligible to take August Exam. 
 
Texas Ag Industries Association will 
again be holding exam training on 
August 3 and 4 in Lubbock and by 
video conference in La Grange. 
 
If you have any questions, please call:  
Donnie Dippel at (979) 968-5602 or 
ddippeel@cvctx.com 
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