4-H FCS Project Lesson Plans

	Area of concentration
	Consumer Decision Making

	Lesson Title
	Lesson 5- Giving Reasons

	Overview

	The 4-H members will learn how give reasons using a format. 

	Learner Objectives:
4-H members will be able to:
	· Apply lesson 4 and be able to give reasons from notes.
· Group pairs in a class when giving reasons. 

· Understand the reason for grants and criticisms.

· Utilize the reasons guide to give reasons in the correct format.

	Materials Needed
	· Blank Paper
· Notes from Lesson 4 judging class
· Pencil

· Reasons format

	Activity
	 Use notes from lesson 4 (See example below) to place the information into the reasons format. Reasons format is below for reference. (Please make a copy of format to give to members.) Explain the pairs and grants and criticisms to the members before they start plugging their notes into their reasons. Explanation is in the reasons format. After their have completed their reasons, practice reading them in front of 1-2 people. After they have accomplished reading it, have them start doing it without notes.  They should be able to do this within 1-1 ½ minutes, but contest rules say a maximum of 2 minutes. Try different judging classes for them to also do reasons. Tip: This may take more than one project meeting. 
Example Answer: (Note- may be more shorthand than this)

[image: image1.jpg]Class: Sunscreen

Person: Candance

Needs: Waterproof, PABA Free,

PLACING: 2 -4 -1

Wants:

No’s: N/A

Price limit: $7

PrOd Uct: 1: Banana Boat Quik 2: No-Ad 3: Coppertone Ultra 4: Coopertone Sport
Block Guard

Price and Price per 7 oz. 16 oz. 6 oz. 10 oz.

oz $5.97 $6.77 $7.87 $6.97
.85 per oz .42 per oz 1.31 per oz .69 per oz

Need #4: Within X X NO X

Price limit

Need #2: PABA Free |NO X NO X

Need #3: SPF 25+ 30 50 30

Need #1: X X X X

Waterproof





Reasons format/lesson:

 You have ONLY 2 MINUTES to complete your reasons! Try to do it without notes!
Parts of the Reason

What To Say When Giving Reasons

Introduction:

Are the judges ready?   (Wait for response)

 I placed this class of ________________(nutritious snacks)  4-2-3-1

Thoughts:

I thought this class was….

•
Ex. An easy class with a definite top pair and a definite bottom pair. 

•
Ex. Difficult class with an easy top pair and bottom pair and a difficult middle pair.

Situation:

Explain the scenario. Name major points or items you would looking for in the situation. 

Example Scenario: Kelly needs to buy a nutritious snack for her little sister. She has $10 to spend. Please help her find a snack that is low in sugar, has whole grains, and is overall nutritious.(Make sure you talk about the items 

needed in the scenario and make sure you talk about them in the placing reasons.)

In this scenario, Kelly needs to buy a nutritious snack for your sister. She has $10 and she needs a snack low in sugar and whole grains.

Placings: 

In my top pair…I placed 4 over 2 because

(4 is always good nothing bad)

In my middle pair…I placed 2 over 3 because

(add a criticism and a grant) Example:  I criticize that 2 does not have whole grains but grant that it is lower in sugar than 3. 

In my bottom pair….I placed 3 over 1

(add a criticism and a grant) 

I placed ____ (1) last because

(The last is always bad nothing good)
Conclusion:

Therefore I placed this class of ___________________(nutritious snacks) 4-2-3-1

 Try to also use transitions such as: 

•
Next

•
Finally 

Do not use words like:

•
Cheap

•
Cheaper

•
Cheapest

•
Better overall

•
Like, um, and

Use words like:

•
Grant

•
Criticize

•
Less/More expensive

•
Pairs

When placing Use Pairs: 

Placing 1-2-3-4 

•
Top pair: 1-2

•
Middle Pair:  2-3

•
Bottom Pair:  3-4

When talking about pairs in reasons, you will talk really about only one product:

•
Top pair: 1-2 (Talk about why 1 is the best)

•
Middle Pair:  2-3 (Talk about why 2 is better than 3)

•
Bottom Pair:  3-4 (Talk about why 3 is better than 4)

•
Last: 4 (Talk about why 4 is last) 

The product you placed 1st is always good! 

The product you placed last is always bad!

Grants and Criticisms:

•
Use grants and criticisms at least once in your reasons.

•
Grants and criticisms should be used in your middle products only (Example like above: 2 and 3). 

•
Try to always criticize than grant. Negative followed by positive

	Reflection
	Question for 4-H members:

What are pairs? 
A: The way you pair the placing, top, middle, and bottom

Can you say a bad thing or criticism about the product you placed 1st?

A: No

On the last placing product, what do you talk about? Does it have a pair?

A: Only bag or negative things because you placed it last, No it does not have a pair technically

Can you do a grant without a criticism?

A: No

How many minutes do you have to give reasons?

A: 2 minutes

What is the first and last thing you always say when giving reasons?

A: Statement of placing

	Application
	This will benefit the youth because they will be able to effectively give reasons why they placed a class they way they feel it should be placed. 

	Resources 
	Supplements: 
Example Note Format from Lesson 4

Reasons Format/Guide

	Authors
	Micah Holcombe and Cheryl Walker


Area of Concentration = Health, Family Life, Food & Nutrition, etc.
Overview = This section provides an opportunity to share some thoughts, experiences and advice to others using this lesson.   It also provides a general overview of the lesson in terms of topic , focus, activities, and purpose.
Learner Objectives = This section focuses on what the 4-H members will do to learn knowledge and skills. The learner objectives can be found on the draft outline document.  Additional learner objectives can be added.

Activity = Include all of the activities that you feel complete the lesson.
Reflection =  Help youth reflect on what they have learned from this lesson.
Application = Identify ways that the 4-H member can use the skills learned on their own.

Resources  = Materials that will be helpful to the leader or 4-H member.
