
4- E Enrollment 2 

Livestock Link/Banquet/
State Fair of Texas/Heart of 
Texas 

3 

Hunter’s Spectacular/

Fuddruckers/Fuddruckers/

BCYF Commercial Steer 

Weight-In 

4 

4-H Livestock Projects/MAB 

Meeting/FCS  Competition 

Workshop 

5 

Lamb & Goat Showmanship 
Classes/Leaders 4 Life 

6 

FCS Project Training 7 

Major Show Broilers/Open 

House Committee Meeting/

Fun for the Whole Family 

8 

4-H Open House/County 

Council Meeting  
9 

Livestock Judging Partici-

pant Meeting/Bell County 

Livestock Project Workshop 

10 

Heifer Validation Update 11 

Welcome to Texas 4-H! 12 

4-H Instructions 13 

 BCYF Rules 14 

August Calendar 15 

September Calendar  16 

August 

August 1: Pictures for Banquet Due 

August 4-6: Vet Science Day Camp, 9am-3pmEXPO 

August 4: State Recordbook Judging, Corsicana 

August 4: RSVP Chef Day Camp  

August 6: Livestock Judging Participant Meeting, 6pm, 

EXPO 

August 9: County Council Office Training, CEO,                

1pm-4pm 

August 9: Ambassador Training, CEO, 4pm-6pm 

August 11: RSVP Banquet  

August 14: Hunter’s Spectacular Meeting, Expo, 6pm 

August 14: Chef Day Camp, 9am-2pm, CEO  

August 15: State Fair Entries Due by 5:00pm 

August 15: Heart of Texas Entries Due by 5:00pm 

August 17: Lamb & Goat Showmanship Classes, 1pm-4pm 

August 19: Fuddruckers Day 

August 19: Finanace Committee Meeting, Fuddruckers-

Temple, 7pm 

August 21: Clothing Advisory Board Meeting,  CEO, 6pm 

August 23: Banquet, EXPO, 6pm 

August 24: Lamb & Goat Showmanship Classes, 1pm-4pm 

August 26: Open House Committee Meeting, 5:30pm, CEO 

August 26: RSVP for an Open House Booth 

August 26: MAB Meeting, 6:30pm, CEO 

August 29-30: Fishing Tournament  

August 30: Central Texas State Fair, Expo, All Day  

August 31: Lamb & Goat Showmanship Classes, 1pm-4pm 

  Inside Issue:  

September 

September 1: Labor Day, Office Closed 

September 6: Leaders 4 Life Workshop, Ronald McDonald 

House, 9am-12pm 

September 6: BCYF Commercial Steer Weigh-In, 8:00am 

September 9: Open House, Expo, 5:30pm-8:00pm 

September 9: Major Show Broiler Orders Due, CEO 

September 10: Livestock Project Workshop, 5pm-8pm, EXPO 

September 10: RSVP FCS Project Leader Training  

September 13: Food and Nutrition/FCS Competition Work-

shop, 9am-12pm, Ronald McDonald House 

September 13: FCS Leader Training, 1:30pm-4pm, Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, Temple, Ave H and 43rd Street. 

 

 

September 15-16: Turn in Hunter’s Spectacular Tickets 

to Club Managers (unless earlier date from Club) 

September 17-19: Hunter’s Spectacular Tickets Due to 

CEO (from Club Managers ONLY) 

September 19: Baskets or $$ for Silent Auction due to 

CEO 

September 23: County Council, 6:30pm, CEO 

September 27: Cakes due for HS, 9am-11am, EXPO 

September 27: Hunter’s Spectacular, 6pm, Expo 

 

August  
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4-H Enrollment starts August 15th!!!  All enrollment is done via  4-H  

Connect this year. You can access 4-H Connect by going to our 4-H  

website at http://agrilife.org/bell4h/ and clicking on the 4-H Connect icon.   

To maintain the level of programming and opportunities in the Texas 4-H 

and Youth Development Program, an annual participant fee is               

implemented for each  4-H member (Clover Kids & Adult Volunteers        

excluded) starting this 2014-2015 4-H year. The participant fee is $20 if 

enrolled from August 15 to October 31st, November 1st the participant 

fee will increase to $25.  

Please do not worry if you are still pending at the county level once 

you have enrolled. The county office will try to keep up as best as we 

can by approving them at least once a week. As long as you complete 

your enrollment, you are in the system and good for enrollment and 

BCYF requirements.  

For instructions on how to enroll, please visit:                                                                      

http://agrilife.org/bell4h/4-henrollment-guidelines/4-h-enrollment-

information/  

***NEW THIS YEAR-All volunteers who enroll will be charged $5.00 each         

volunteer. This covers your screening for the year. All volunteers will have 

to enroll each year.*** 

If you have further questions, please contact the County Extension Office 

at: 254-933-5305 

http://agrilife.org/bell4h/4-henrollment-guidelines/4-h-enrollment-information/
http://agrilife.org/bell4h/4-henrollment-guidelines/4-h-enrollment-information/
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4-H Banquet                                                               
The 4-H Banquet is set for August 23, 2014, so please mark your calendar. The banquet cost will be 

FREE. We also need pictures for the slideshow. Pictures can be burned on to a CD or flash drive and 

dropped by the Extension Office. The last day to accept pictures will be August 2nd. Pictures are for the 

slideshow which is a great opportunity to show what clubs and 4-H members have been doing all year. 

Please make sure and give pictures so your club and your family are in the slideshow!  

RSVP by: August 11th 

                       State Fair of Texas Entries 

4-H members who validated an animal and plan to show at the State Fair 

must complete and turn entries in to the Extension Office no later than                                          

August 15, 2014. Entry forms can be picked up and completed at the                    

Extension Office. 

 

4-H Livestock Link 

We have a new 4-H Livestock page on the Bell County 4-H Website: 

http://agrilife.org/bell4h/projects/4-h-livestock/ 

We will be posting jackpots on the website for your information! 

 

 

Any 4-H member who plans to show at the 2014 Heart of Texas Fair must 

complete and turn entry forms into the county extension office no later than August 15, 2014.  Entry 

forms can be obtained from the Extension Office. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=hot+of+texas+fair&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BBHTtRHNMK33xM&tbnid=lAEWaRun9y9v4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhillcrestskittles.blogspot.com%2F2009_09_01_archive.html&ei=FAf8UemQEKS82wWmu4D4DA&bvm=bv.50165853
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=hot+of+texas+fair&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BBHTtRHNMK33xM&tbnid=lAEWaRun9y9v4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhillcrestskittles.blogspot.com%2F2009_09_01_archive.html&ei=FAf8UemQEKS82wWmu4D4DA&bvm=bv.50165853
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     SAVE THE DATE!! 

Hunter Spectacular is scheduled September 27, 2014 

***Tickets are available to sale.                                                                                        

Please pick them up through your club manager.*** 

 

Need to have more family meals together?? Want to help 4‐H make 

some money? Bring your family to Fuddruckers this Spring! 

All you have to do is pay for your meal and drop your receipt in the 

basket labeled “4‐H” and 4‐H will receive money!! 

Fuddruckers loca ons are: 

Temple in the Mall (Proceeds go to Bell County 4‐H) 

Killeen on 190 (Proceeds go to Military 4‐H) 

Remaining dates for this spring/summer are: 

 August 19 

Go and eat a great meal with your family and support the 4‐H program! 

 

 

For those 4-H members who plan on showing Commercial Steers at the Bell County 

Youth Fair, the Commercial Steer Weigh-In will be held on Saturday, September 6, 

2014 at 8:00 a.m. at the W.C. Evans Ranch in Little River-Academy, TX. For additional 

information you can call the CEO. 



Page 5 Bell County 4-H August Newsletter 

4-H Livestock Projects 

Anyone needing assistance in selecting or securing 

livestock projects please contact Heidi Prude by calling 

the County Extension Office.  

(254)-933-5305 

MAB Meeting 

This meeting is open to all parents and leaders! We will be having our 

first meeting of the year on August 26, at 6:30pm, at the Extension 

Office. We will be discussing the Hunter’s  Spectacular and having a short 

program.  

Food and Nutrition/FCS Competition Workshop 

On September 13th, Bell County 4-H will be hosting a Food Competition            

Workshop at the Ronald McDonald House from 9:00am-12:00pm.  We will          

attempt cover information regarding the following competitions:  Food Show, F&N 

Quiz Bowl, Food Challenge, Recipe Rally, Healthy Lifestyles Invitational, and 

Open FCS Educational Presentation.  In addition we will be preparing a meal for 

the residents to have that evening.  The fee to attend this workshop will be box/

bag of individually packaged servings of the following:  cereal, chips, crackers,             

pudding, or other snacks (not homemade). 
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Lamb & Goat Showmanship Classes!!! 

(starting August 17) 

Sunday’s from 1pm-4pm 

********FREE of Charge******** 

Learn all types of showmanship skills. 

Experience for as many as 5 years with helping kids! 

 

For more information please call: 

Lacee Kight at: (254)-247-7911 

 

 

Leaders 4 Life Workshop 

Have you ever wanted to learn how to run your 4-H Club Meeting effectively as a 

club officer? Do you want to learn about the Leaders 4 Life project and how to get 

involved? We are going to have a Leaders 4 Life Workshop at Ronald McDonald 

House on September 6th from 9am-12pm.  Admission to this workshop is going 

to be two vanilla scented air fresheners (solid or glade plug-in refills).  We will also 

be fixing a meal for the residents that evening. Please RSVP before September 

2, 2014, by calling the Extension Office at 254-933-5305. 
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FCS Project Leader Training  

Date: September 13, 2014 
Time: 1:30pm-4:00pm 
Place: Immanuel Lutheran (Ave H and 43rd Street) 
RSVP: September 10, 2014 
Cost: FREE/Take your lessons back to your club!  
Bell County 4-H will be holding a FCS Project Training for all 4-H Club 
Leaders and Teen Leaders. This is open to ALL 4-H parents and teens 
ages 14 and up who would like to learn about the FCS projects and 
bring them back to their clubs to teach others.  
Here are the areas to cover at the workshop:  
 
 Food and Nutrition 
 Clothing and Textiles  
 Consumer Education  
 Family Life 
 Health 
 Housing and Home Environment  
 Safety 
 Additional areas to be covered:  
 Photography 
 Leaders for Life  
 Public Speaking 
  
Each project area will cover the description of the project and contests 
involved. Each topic will be 15 minutes long approximately.  
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Major Show Broilers 

4-H members who plan to show broilers at San Antonio, Houston or Austin or roasters at the 

Star of Texas Fair in Austin must order no later than September 9, 2014. The minimum          

order is 25 birds per exhibitor.  You may order a  maximum of 75 birds per exhibitor and you 

must order in multiples of 25. Families cannot order one set of birds (75) for multiple              

children. Each exhibitor must select and exhibit their pen of 3 from the birds  assigned to 

them. Contact Pam to order or with questions you may have. 

Open House Committee Meeting 

Anyone interested in planning the Open House set for September 9, 2014, are 

invited to attend. The meeting will be August 26th (Before the MAB meeting) at 

5:30pm at the Extension Office. 

 

Fun for the Whole Family! 
We need your help! Each year, the Bell County 4-H hosts fundraisers to help with the costs of supporting 

our youth.  

Our event is called the Hunter’s Spectacular and will be held September 27, 2014 at the Bell County  

Expo Center. We will have lots of fun things for the whole family at the event including a meal, silent   

auction, live auction, vendors, and even have games. We will also have a drawing for 20 guns,              

binoculars, hunting equipment, t-shirts for sale and lots of other fun prizes. For the young people, we 

have games and activities and even a cake walk. A live auction of outdoor items will take place that       

evening as well as a silent auction with the hunter in mind.  

We need our 4-H members to sell tickets to the event. Your club manager will be asking each of you 

to participate and we want you to know that we utilize the funds raised for the total Bell County 4-H        

program….which includes you! We are able to help offset the costs of many events, camps, livestock 

supplies, workshops, contests, and leadership activities through these funds. If you have questions, 

please do not hesitate to call the Extension Office and visit with Micah about the event. All your tickets 

should be turned in to your club manager before October 1st. Club managers will have to turn in        

tickets on September 17-19. (Tickets are available through your club manager starting NOW!) 

If you are interested in helping, please contact Micah Holcombe at mlholcombe@ag.tamu.edu.  

 

mailto:mlholcombe@ag.tamu.edu
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4-H Open House will be held September 9th from 5:30-8pm at the Bell  

County Expo Assembly Hall. Do you need more project experience for your              

recordbook or project form? Do you want to gain more members for your club? 

Here is your opportunity!!!!! If you would like to be in charge of a project or club 

booth at the Open House, please see the doodle link: http://doodle.com/

stzynzw2pbdapxff  and let her know which project you would like to demonstrate 

or which club you plan to have a booth. Hands on activities are encouraged at 

each project booth! Project booths are first come first serve. Booths are to be          

reserved by August 26th!!   

 (Those participating in project demonstrations and club booths need to be at the 

Expo   Center by 5:00 p.m. to set up and be ready by 5:30pm) A committee 

meeting will be held August 26th at 5:30pm at the CEO to plan for Open 

House. 

4-H Open House  

County Council Meeting in September 

The Bell County 4-H County Council will meet on September 23, 2014, at 

6:00 p.m. at the County Extension Office Meeting Room. Remember the 

council delegate and the president of the club are the two                    

representatives from your club who come to the meeting and are voting 

delegates for the club.  All 4-H members are welcome though! It will be a 

lot of fun, so come and learn about the county 4-H program and vote on 

exciting new 4-H opportunities. Stay tuned for the THEME in the next 

newsletter and what to wear to the meeting! 

http://doodle.com/stzynzw2pbdapxff
http://doodle.com/stzynzw2pbdapxff
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Bell County 4-H Livestock Judging Participant Meeting! 

For those interested in participating on the Bell County 4-H livestock judging team for 

the 2014-2015 we will be having our kick-off meeting on Wednesday August 6th at 

6PM in the board room at the extension office. All kids are welcome to attend whether 

you have been on the team in previous years or not. A parent/or guardian will need to 

be present at the meeting to sign paperwork. We will be covering the new team  

guidelines as the program this year will be different than in years past. I hope to see 

everyone there! 

FIRST ANNUAL BELL COUNTY LIVESTOCK PROJECT            

WORKSHOP 

 

When:  Wednesday September 10, 2014 

Where: Bell County Expo Center Exhibition Building  

Time: FREE Dinner and booths will open at 5 PM, Program will begin at 6:00 PM and end 

approximately 8:00PM 

Program will include a general session on Quality Counts program and the importance of 

showmanship as well as break-out sessions with specie specialists that will  cover basics of 

show animal selection, feed/nutrition management, exercise programs, and many more 

helpful hints for both the experienced and inexperienced showman. Break-out sessions will 

be given by knowledgeable specialists within each of the following animal areas: sheep, 

goats, swine, and beef. This program will be beneficial for families that already have a         

livestock project or for those that are interested in starting a livestock project program within 

their family.   

More details on event will be coming at a later date.  

If you have any questions feel free to contact Heidi Prude at the extension office (254) 933-
5305 or by e-mail heidi.prude@ag.tamu.edu  
HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE!  

 

mailto:heidi.prude@ag.tamu.edu
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2014-2015 Texas 4-H/FFA Heifer Validation UPDATE! 

Texas is privileged to have the largest junior breeding heifer program in the nation. However, the sheer size of 
Texas, diversity in counties and beef breed associations has created some challenges for effectively and fairly 
managing the program. Because of numerous breed divisions offered, there are inconsistencies in how breed  
associations record purchase and transfer information. Heifer Validation is being initiated to ensure a level playing 
field for all junior breeding beef heifer exhibitors and to present a unified approach to verifying breeding            
beef heifer registration papers, ownership and physical possession. Further, history has proven collecting DNA 
hair samples during validation has added integrity to market animal divisions. Therefore, we are implementing a 
statewide electronic verification process in addition to requiring the physical validation of breeding beef heifers. An 
electronic verification process will ensure that ownership has been transferred by the respective ownership         
deadlines. The verification process along with the added physical validation component will allow for certifying  
exhibitor ownership, possession, heifer identification (tattoo/brand) far in advance of each respective major         
livestock show. Full and part-time personnel will be required to effectively review and validate all submitted heifer 
registration papers and to enforce rules during the participating major livestock shows. 
 
2015 Spring Show Timeline 
 
October 1, 2014- Heifer Verification Database is open to ASTs/CEAs 
November 1, 2014- Ownership deadline for all spring shows 
November 15, 2014- Registration Paper upload deadline and physical validation paperwork and DNA must be 
postmarked and sent to Texas 4-H Headquarters 
December 19, 2014- Projected deadline for all papers to be reviewed by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
January 7, 2015- Projected deadline for Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service to notify all ineligible exhibitors 
and major livestock show officials for spring shows 
 
Registration Paper Upload  
Agriculture Science Teachers and County Extension Agents will be required to upload electronic copies of original 
registration papers for all junior breeding beef heifers to be exhibited or substituted at any of the aforementioned 
shows. ASTs and CEAs must adhere to the aforementioned deadlines and requirements. Substitute entries will 
not be accepted at any of the Texas major livestock shows unless they are validated through the Texas    
4-H/FFA Heifer Validation Program. 
 
On-site Registration Paper Confirmation and DNA Collection 
Exhibitors for all of the aforementioned shows are required to bring the original registration paper to the show ring 
and to keep the original paper in their possession while exhibiting the heifer. The Texas 4-H/FFA Heifer Validation 
Program representative will be present to verify that the identification on placing heifers matches that of the        
original papers. DNA hair samples will be collected on breed and reserve breed champions. The Texas 4-H/FFA 
Heifer Validation Program representative will also have access to the database and may reference any paper 
electronically at the request of each individual participating show. Further, major livestock shows may request  
additional DNA comparisons on any validated heifer shown at their respective livestock show. 
 
Validation Fee  
A $10 fee will be required for each heifer validated for 2015 spring and fall shows.  
 
Heifer Validation for Bell County will be October 29, from 4pm-7pm at the Bell County Expo Center.  
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Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 

disability, genetic information or veteran status. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas Cooperating 

Bell County Extension 

1605 N. Main, Room 102 

Belton, TX 76513 

Phone: 254.933.5305 

FAX: 254.933.5312 

BELL COUNTY 

4-H FOCUS  

http://agrilife.org/bell4h/ 

 

 Below are the new changes regarding BCYF. Please make sure you have a sign in sheet at 

each meeting and announce to all members to sign in before, during, and after the meeting.  

· The BCYF has a NEW website in which everything will be posted including the new fair book, 

entry forms, superintendent’s names and phone numbers, score sheets, and other information: 

http://agrilife.org/bellctyyouthfair/ 

 You MUST attend 2 meetings to participate in the BCYF. You MUST sign in on the sign in 

sheets for it to count. 

 2 meetings will be allowed from August 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014 this year. No            

meetings will be allowed in January to use for the 2 meeting rule. 

 All 4-H members MUST be enrolled by October 31, 2014 to participate in the BCYF.                  

However, the fee will go up after October 31st so do it quickly. 

 Forms are not available until January 1st 

 Homeschool Eligibility deadline: January 16, 2015. All Homeschool students must fill out an 

eligibility form and turn it in by the above deadline. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

Pictures for Banquet Due 

2 

 

3 4  State Recordbook 

Judging, Corsicana  

RSVP Chef Day 

Camp 

 

5 6 

 

Livestock Judging 
Participant Meet-

ing, 6pm, EXPO 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

County Council Officer 

Training, CEO, 1pm-4pm 

Ambassador Training, 

CEO, 4pm-6pm 

10 11 

RSVP Banquet  

12 13 

 

14 Chef Day Camp, 

9am-2pm, CEO  

Hunter’s Spectacular 
Meeting, Expo, 6pm 

15 

State Fair Entries Due 

Heart of Texas Entries 

Due by 5:00pm 

16 

17 

Lamb & Goat Show-
manship Classes 
1pm-4pm 

18 19 

Fuddruckers Day  

Finance Committee 

Meeting, Fuddruckers-

Temple, 7pm 

20 21 

Clothing Advisory 
Board Meeting, CEO, 

6pm 

22 

 

23 

Banquet, EXPO, 6pm 

24 

Lamb & Goat 

Showmanship 

Classes, 1pm-4pm 

25 26 RSVP for an Open 

House Booth 

Open House Commit-
tee Meeting, 5:30pm, 

CEO 

MAB Meeting, 6:30pm  

27 28 29 

Fishing Tournament 

30 

Fishing Tournament  

Central Texas State 

Fair, EXPO, All Day 

31 

Lamb & Goat 

Showman-

ship Classes, 

1pm-4pm 

      

Vet Science Day Camp, 9am-3pm, EXPO  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Labor Day, Office 

Closed 

 

2 3 4 5 6 

Leaders 4 Life Workshop, 
Ronald McDonald House, 

9am-12pm 

BCYF Commercial Steer 

Weigh-In, 8:00am 

7 8 

 

9 

Open House, Expo, 

5:30pm-8:00pm 

Major Show Broiler 

Orders Due, CEO 

10 

Livestock Project 
Workshop, 5pm-

8pm, EXPO 

RSVP FCS Project 

Leader Training  

11 12 13  Food and Nutrition/
FCS Competition Work-
shop, 9am-12pm, 
Ronald McDonald 

House 

FCS Leader Training, 
1:30pm-4pm, Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Tem-
ple, AVE H and 43rd 

Street 

14 15 

Turn in Hunter’s 
Spectacular Tickets 

to Club Managers 

16 

Turn in Hunter’s Spectacu-
lar Tickets to Club Manag-
ers 

17 

Hunter’s Spectacular 
Tickets Due to CEO 
(from Club Manag-

ers ONLY) 

18 

Hunter’s Spectac-
ular Tickets Due 
to CEO (from Club 

Managers ONLY) 

19 

Hunter’s Spectacular 
Tickets Due to CEO 
(from Club Managers 

ONLY) 

Baskets or money for 
Silent Auction due to 

CEO 

20 

21 22 23 

County Council, 

6:30pm, CEO 

24 25 26 27 
Cakes Due for Hunter’s 
Spectacular, 9am-11am, 
Expo 
 
Hunter’s Spectacular, 
6pm, Expo 

28 

 

29 30     
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