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2015  BCSC Tenta t i ve  Con fe rence  Schedu le   
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 Rudder/MSC Complex 
10:00 a.m. On-site registration and registered participants may pickup their 
registration materials. 
 
10:00 a.m. Annual BCSC Scholarship Golf Tournament at Pebble Creek 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 3 Rudder/MSC Complex 
6:30 a.m. Coffee and Breakfast compliments of trade show exhibitors 
 

7:00 Registration desk open, TRADE SHOW OPEN in Rudder 
 

8:00 General Assembly for instructions and orientation 
 

8:30 a.m. to Noon - Cattleman’s College Sessions - CONCURRENT TRAINING 
 

Introduction to Cattle Production I 
Producers with entry-level basic information needs in beef production 
management practices will receive detailed training from beef cattle 
specialists, producers and allied industry specialists in nutrition, health, 
reproduction and beef cattle genetics. This session will feature a Q&A 
discussion with the experts.  
 

Forage Management (Repeated on Tuesday) 
• NRCS – Conservation Planning and Financial Assistance Programs 
• Soils and Fertility  
• Herbicides and Pesticides for Use in Bermudagrass Pastures 
• Sod-seeding Small Grains and Ryegrass into Bermudagrass Pastures 
• Sod-seeding Winter Legumes into Bermudagrass Pastures 
• Grazing Management of Tifton 85 Bermudagrass  
 

Nutritional Management (Repeated on Tuesday) 
“How much should I feed my cows?” 
Participants are engaged in a lively discussion of cow size, digestive anatomy, 
nutrient requirements, forage quality and feeds and feeding. The audience 
will leave understanding the fundamentals involved in determining...”How 
much should I feed my cows?” 
 

Cattle Breeds and Breeding Systems 
• Beef Cattle Genetics 101 
• Expected Progeny Differences 
• Cattle Crossbreeding Programs 
 

Beef Cattle Research in Texas 
This session highlights beef cattle research projects being conducted at Texas 
A&M University System locations across the state. Topics will encompass 
cow-calf and grazing aspects through feeding and end product considerations.  

 

11:30 to 1:30 Lunch served, trade show activities 
 

1:30 Afternoon Program 
 

General Session – Good Times in the Cattle Business:  
Are they here to Stay? 
• Beef Market and Industry Outlook – Dr. Derrell Peel, Oklahoma State 

University 
• Hot Issues Affecting Ranchers – Dr. Rick Machen, Texas A&M Agrilife 

Extension 
• Beef Export Markets: Are They Really Important  
• Telling the Beef Story 
• Weather Outlook – Mr. Brian Bledsoe, Southern Livestock Standard 

Weatherman 
 

6:00 Famous Texas Aggie Prime Rib Dinner, MSC Ballroom 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 Rudder/MSC Complex 
7:00 a.m. Trade Show opens, coffee and breakfast, on-site registration opens. 
8:30 a.m. to Noon - Cattleman’s College Sessions - CONCURRENT TRAINING 
 

Introduction to Cattle Production II – 365 Days on a 
Ranch 
What is the yearly production cycle on a ranch? When do I put the bull with 
the cows? When do I vaccinate? When should I start feeding hay in the 
winter? When do I fertilize my pasture? These questions and many more will 
be addressed in this introductory ranch management session.  
 

Pesticide Applicator Re-certification  
• Pesticides and Pollinators  
• Aquatic Weed Management 
• Pesticide Laws and Regulations Update 
 

Beef Cattle Health Management 
How do I know when my cattle are sick? How do I work with my veterinarian 
to diagnose and treat sick cattle? These questions and other health 
management topics will be discussed in this session featuring practicing large 
animal veterinarians.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
Special Topics in Beef Cattle Genetics 

• Utilizing a Selection Index 
• Heterosis or Heterozygosity? 
• Genomically Enhanced Expected Progeny Differences (EPDs) 
 

Nutritional Management (Repeated from Monday) 
 

Forage Management (Repeated from Monday) 
 

11:30 to 1:30 Lunch served, trade show activities 
 

1:30 to 5:30 - Cattleman’s College Sessions - CONCURRENT TRAINING 
 

Chute Side Manners Workshop 
This session will cover Beef Quality Assurance principles, vaccine handling, 
castration, dehorning, identification and much more. These practices will 
then be demonstrated on live cattle Wednesday morning during the Chute 
Side Working session.  
 

Purchasing and Managing Stocker Cattle 
Stocker cattle are a flexible production option for ranchers. Lean more about 
purchasing stocker cattle and general management considerations.  
 

Range Management Workshop: Targeted Grazing to 
Accomplish Specific Management Goals 
• How to Implement Rotational Grazing 
• Range Management Apps.  
• Patch Burning and Grazing 
• Grazing to Avoid Toxic Plants and Weeds 
• Grazing to Introduce Bluestems 
 

Reproductive Management 
• High bull prices:  Is artificial insemination (AI) a better option? 
• What are the real costs associated with incorporating an AI program? 
• What are the practical considerations when implementing an AI program? 
 

Flies, Gnats, Ticks – Pester Your Cattle, Cost You Money 
• Practical Fly Control Programs for Cattle 
• New Ideas in External Parasite Control 
• Challenges and Changes in the Fever Tick Program 
 

Purebred Cattle Marketing 
• New Purebred Cattle Breeder Panel 
• Whole Herd Reporting 
• Genomic Enhanced EPDs 
• International Marketing Opportunities and Challenges 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 
Rudder/MSC Complex, Pearce Pavilion, Beef Center, Rosenthal, 
Freeman Arena 
7:30 a.m. Coffee and breakfast at each location. 
8:30 a.m. to Noon - Cattleman’s College Sessions - CONCURRENT TRAINING 
 

Fence Building Demonstration  
This session will cover the different types of fencing materials and designs. 
Learn how to build pipe and wood stretch sections and string multiple types 
of wire during this demonstration.  
 

Brush Busters Demonstration  
Understanding the Brush Busters concepts and philosophy. This workshop 
will cover how to take care of Pricklypear, Mesquite, Green Briar, Chinese 
Tallow trees, Macartney Rose, and Huisache.  
 

Beef Cattle Business Management Workshop 
• Basic Records Needed on the Ranch 
• Risk Management Options for Pastures and Forages 
• Tax Management and Estate Planning Update - 2015 
 

Beef Carcass Value Determination Workshop 
• Beef Grading and Live Market Steer Evaluation  
• Video of Market Steers, Grade the Carcasses, and Price the Cattle 
• Where is the Value: Carcasses to Cuts 
 

Live Cattle Handling and Chute Side Working 
Demonstrations 
From pasture to the processing chute, this session will focus on low stress 
cattle penning, working facility design, movement through the system and 
proper calf processing techniques. Basic cow herd management practices 
with emphasis on proper vaccination procedures, castration, dehorning, 
parasite control and BQA recommendations.  
 
12:00 Beef Cattle Short Course 2015 - Adjourned  
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