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New design unveiled for Howard Hesby Student Atrium

COLLEGE STATION -- A new design for 
the Howard Hesby Student Atrium reno-
vation project has been unveiled and is 
in its final stages of planning. 
 The atrium will reflect the three aca-
demic departments located in the Kleberg 
Center and provide a student-oriented 
place where faculty and students can in-
teract, and where students can feel com-
fortable and at home. The proposed de-
sign introduces updated furnishings and 
lighting, and the space will be equipped 
with state-of-the-art technology including 
video monitors, WiFi for lap top comput-
ers and hand held devices. The existing 
pyramid glass ceiling structure will con-
tinue to provide natural lighting to the 
trees and plants in the existing planters. 
 Construction is planned to begin in 
May or June 2011 and be completed this 
fall in time to kick of the College of Agri-
culture and Life Sciences centennial cel-
ebration. 
 To learn more about the atrium proj-
ect, go to http://animalscience.tamu.
edu/hesby-atrium.

See additional renderings on page 2.

The four small classrooms in Kleberg 
received a fresh coat of paint over the 
holiday break. New photos also are 
planned for the classrooms that will de-
pict the history of the three academic 
departments housed in the building – 
Animal Science, Poultry Science, and 
Nutrition and Food Science. This effort 
is being led by Dr. Jodi Sterle, associate 
professor in the Department of Animal 
Science.

Kleberg classrooms updated

http://animalscience.tamu.edu/images/pdf/saddle-sirloin/summer-shows.pdf
http://animalscience.tamu.edu/images/pdf/saddle-sirloin/summer-shows.pdf
http://animalscience.tamu.edu/hesby-atrium
http://animalscience.tamu.edu/hesby-atrium
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Texas pork producers give back through Snowball Express
DALLAS -- Pork producers and their families from Texas, 
Illinois, and the National Pork Board procured, cooked 
and served military families from across the country as 
part of the Snowball Express at the famous Southfork 
Ranch on December 12.  
 Snowball Express is a volunteer effort organized to 
provide hope and memories to the children of military 
heroes who have died while on active duty since Septem-
ber 11, 2001. This event is the largest annual gathering of 
surviving military spouses and their children. One day of 
the event this year was held at Southfork Ranch near Dal-
las.  The children enjoyed horseback riding, wagon rides, 
a farm animal petting zoo, mechanical bull riding as well 
as numerous other games and activities for fun. More than 
1,400 families participated in the five day experience.
 In addition to the efforts with Snowball Express, Texas 
Pork Producers Association and the National Pork Board 
coordinated a donation of 3,500 pounds of pork loins to 
the North Dallas Food Bank. This will provide meals for 
more than 17,000 individuals during the next few weeks. 
The donation was made by Smithfield Foods on behalf of 
the U.S. pork producers “We Care” initiative.  David Kem-
pen and Past TPPA President Stanley Young presented 
the donation on December 11.  Ken Townsend with the 

Food Bank stated that demand on their supply of quality 
protein was at a critical level and the donation of fresh 
pork would help significantly.
 Dr. Jodi Sterle, Extension swine specialist, and her 
family were there to help. “What an awesome way for pork 
producers to step up and help out where needed.  We 
gained as much as we gave from this,” Sterle said.

Left, Pork producers Carl Kent, Chuck Real, Jimmy Hayes, 
Kyle Stephens and Dennis Smith prepare pork loin for serving.
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Animal Science program wins Best of the Barns Award
Texas A&M University has won the 2010 “Best of the Barns” Award for the 
Best University Animal Science Program. This awards program was cre-
ated in 2010 by Ranch House Designs, Inc. and is voted on by livestock 
friends and fans. More than 3,000 people voted for their favorites in an 
online poll. The Department of Animal Science thanks all of its loyal friends 
and fans for voting for us. We apppreciate your support! To few a complete 
list of the winners go to www.bestofthebarns.com.

Dr. Leon “Bill” Pope passes away

We note with sadness the passing of Dr. Leon “Bill” Pope on December 27.  After a distinguished military career, Dr. 
Pope joined the faculty at Oklahoma State University as a Beef Cattle Professor and served as Department Head.  In 
1968, he accepted the position of Associate Dean of Agriculture at Texas A&M University.  He then served as Dean 
of Agriculture at New Mexico State University from 1976 to 1986.  After retiring from NMSU, he and his wife, Polly, 
returned to College Station where he began the TALL (Texas Agricultural Lifetime Leadership) Program.  Dr. Pope 
was a strong supporter of the Animal Science Department.   He enjoyed long-term friendships with faculty members 
such as the late Dr. Ronnie Edwards that originated during their relationship as student and graduate advisor at 
Oklahoma State.  Dr. Pope became very active with the department’s retirees group and often served as coordinator 
of retiree functions and communication.  
 Dr. Pope is survived by his wife, Polly; sons and daughter-in-law, Ron and Nita Pope of Olsburg, Kan.; Tom Pope 
of Marlow, Okla.; daughter and son-in-law Susan and Tim Brown of Westmoreland, KS; nine grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.  Services for Dr. Pope were held on December 30 in College Station, with interment following 
in Marlow, Okla.  We extend our sympathies to the Pope Family.
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Equine Reproductive Management Short Course (Jan. 11-13, 2011 - College Station) - For more information visit 
<http://animalscience.tamu.edu/academics/equine/workshops/equine-repro-short-course.htm> or contact Dr. 
Vogelsang at 979-845-7731 or by e-mail at <m-vogelsang@tamu.edu>.

Southwest Beef Symposium (Jan. 18-19, 2011 - Amarillo Civic Center) - For more information visit < http://swbs.
nmsu.edu/> or contact Bruce Carpenter at 432-336-8585 or by e-mail at <bcarpent@ag.tamu.edu>.
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